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NEWS MINNESOTA
Suspect shot, killed by law enforcement at
PolkCounty residence

The sheriff's office and the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension are

investigating

A residence, located at 19115 445th Ave. SW in Rhinehart Township, is blocked off with

yellow tape after a suspect was shot by a law enforcement officer inside on Jan. 9, 2024. Sav
Kelly / Grand Forks Herald

By Sav Kelly
January 09, 2024 at 2:00 PM

& Comments ® Share * News Reporting

POLK COUNTY, Minn. — A suspect was shot and killed by a law
enforcement officer on Tuesday, Jan. 9, at a Rhinehart Township

residence.



The Polk County Sheriff's Office, East Grand Forks Police
Department and Pine to Prairie Drug Task Force executed a search

warrant on the residence, according to a news release from the
sheriff's office.

The suspect, who remains unnamed in the release, exited the
residence at one point but then returned inside. Officers followed,

and shortly after, the suspect was shot, the release said.

The suspect was transported to Altru Hospital by ambulance. An
Altru spokesman told the Herald they would not release
information about the patient's condition, and deferred to law

enforcement.

The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension shared on social

media that the suspect died from the shooting.

"More information to come once our preliminary investigation is

complete," the agency posted.
Both the BCA and sheriff's office will be investigating the incident.

The Herald reached out to the sheriff's office, but the agency
declined to comment further than the information shared in its

early afternoon news release.

"I can assure you that it's a safe scene," East Grand Forks Police
Officer Justin Roue told the Herald on the scene around 2 p.m. "At

this point, it's just an investigation."

Roue said he'd been sent shortly after noon to enforce a perimeter
at the intersection of 190th Street Southwest and 445th Avenue
Southwest.

A residence at 19115 445th Ave. SW was blocked off with yellow
tape.

Law enforcement from the BCA, sheriff's office and police



department were still on scene nearing 4 p.m. Tuesday, when a
school bus arrived to drop off some neighborhood children.

Officers were allowing residents and law enforcement to pass

through the affected block, but media was not permitted to enter.
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NEWS MINNESOTA
Family identifies East Grand Forks man

killed by law enforcement

The man was shot early Tuesday afternoon at a residence in Rhinehart
Township, just outside of East Grand Forks

ol =
A residence, located at 19115 445th Ave. SW in Rhinehart Township, is blocked o with
yellow tape aer a suspect was shot by a law enforcement oicer inside on Jan. 9, 2024. Sav
Kelly / Grand Forks Herald

By Sav Kelly
January 10, 2024 at 10:59 AM

® Share # News Reporting

POLK COUNTY, Minn. — The man shot and killed by law
enforcement in Rhinehart Township on Tuesday afternoon, Jan. 9,
has been identified by his aunt.

The deceased is Lucas Gilbertson, 42, of East Grand Forks. The



shooting took place at his mother's residence, according to Jane

Gilbertson, his aunt.

According to a Tuesday news release from the Polk County Sheriff's
Office, the sheriff's office, East Grand Forks Police Department and
Pine to Prairie Drug Task Force were executing a search warrant on

the residence at the time.

The release says Gilbertson — whom law enforcement didn't
identify at the time, but has since been identified by family —
exited the residence, then returned inside.

Officers followed Gilbertson inside, and he was shot shortly after,
the release said. His mother was there at the time, Jane Gilbertson
told the Herald.

Lucas Gilbertson was transported to Altru Hospital by ambulance.
The Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension later confirmed

in a social media post that he died.
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First cold snap of the season imminent

Weekend wind chill temperatures could reach 40 degrees below zero

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Don’t let the imminent
cold snap take you by
surprise.

The season’s first
round of extremely cold
conditions are expected

to begin on Friday morn-
ing, Jan. 12, continuing
throughout the weekend
and into Monday, Jan. 15,
according to Vince
Godon, meteorologist at
the National Weather Ser-
vice in Grand Forks.
“We're definitely get-
ting the coldest we've

been so far this winter,”
Godon said. “It’s definite-
ly been a warmer winter
than normal.”

Grand Forks nightly
lows are -6 on Thursday,
-7 Friday, -15 Saturday
and -11 Sunday, according
to the Wednesday after-
noon, Jan. 10, NWS

forecast.

“Right now, it looks like
Sunday morning may be
the coldest, with tempera-
tures between 15 and 20
below (zero),” Godon told
the Herald on Tuesday,
Jan. 9.

The high for Sunday
morning, Jan. 14, is near

-5 degrees.

WDAY forecasts are a
bit warmer, with temper-
atures expected to hover
around zero degrees to
-15, according to John
Wheeler, meteorologist.

“You might get a few
temps as cold as -20, but
most of it won’t be that

cold,” Wheeler said.

In Grand Forks, wind
chill is expected to be
anywhere from -25 to -40
degrees throughout the
weekend, Godon said.
Weekend wind gusts may
reach 32 mph, according

ZERO on A5

Hammer
to run
for US
House

BY MATTHEW VOIGT
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Trygve Hammer has
announced his candidacy
for North Dakota’s seat in
the U.S. House of

Representatives.
Hammer
previously
ranasa
candidate
for the
North
Dakota Pub-
lic Service
Commis-
sion and serves as Dis-
trict 5 chairman for the
Democratic-NPL Party.
Hammer lives in Minot
with his wife, Kelly, and
has three adult children.
He is a graduate of the
U.S. Naval Academy and
holds a bachelor’s degree
in chemistry.

The former Marine has
served as a helicopter
pilot and air traffic con-
troller and also served in
Irag. He has taught sci-
ence to high school stu-
dents, worked as a rough-
neck in the Bakken oil
fields and was a freight
rail conductor. He is orig-
inally from Velva, North
Dakota.

Hammer is running as
a Democrat and will face
incumbent Republican
Rep. Kelly Armstrong in
November. Armstrong
was first elected as North
Dakota’s representative
to Congress in 2018, tak-
ing over when Kevin Cra-
mer moved to the Senate.

For Hammer, a big
issue is getting the U.S.
House of Representatives
to work and, in his opin-
ion, functional.

“You've got this subset
of (Republicans) that
have absolutely no
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Sav Kelly / Grand Forks Herald

Aresidence, located on 445th Avenue Southwest in Rhinehart Township, is blocked off with yellow tape after a suspect was shot by a law
enforcement officer inside on Jan. 9, 2024.

EGF man killed by law enforcement was wanted for conditional release violations

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, MINN.

he East Grand
Forks man who
died after being

shot by law enforcement
officers on Tuesday, Jan.
9, was accused of
violating his conditional
release and for failing to
appear in court.

Lucas Paul Gilbertson,
42, was shot by a still-
unidentified officer — or
officers — sometime after
noon at his mother’s
home in Rhinehart Town-
ship. The Herald spoke
with a family member,

Jane Gilbertson, who con-

firmed her nephew’s
death.
His mother was present

at the time of the shoot-
ing, Jane Gilbertson said.
Information about the
incident remained scant
as of Wednesday. The
Herald reported on Tues-
day that the Polk County
Sheriff’s Office, East
Grand Forks Police
Department and Pine to
Prairie Drug Task Force
were at the 445th Avenue

Southwest residence look-

ing for Lucas Gilbertson.
He exited the house at
one point, then returned
inside, where officers fol-
lowed and shot him.

Lucas Gilbertson was
transported to Altru Hos-
pital by ambulance,
according to a sheriff’s
office press release. He
didn’t survive surgery,
his aunt said.

“They couldn’t get him

to stop bleeding,” Jane
Gilbertson said. “He just
didn’t make it. He bled
out.”

On Wednesday, area law
enforcement, Rhinehart
Township leaders and
various East Grand Forks
City Council members
either declined comment,
said they couldn’t com-
ment due to lack of
knowledge, or didn’t
respond to the Herald’s
inquiries.

A public information
officer for the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension confirmed
the BCA had taken over
the investigation into Gil-
bertson’s death. The BCA
is statutorily required to
investigate incidents that
involve law enforcement
use of force when

requested to do so, PIO
Bonney Bowman said.

“When that happens,
we do take over the
entirety of the investiga-
tion — with what hap-
pened in the incident, the
officers involved and the
person who was
involved,” she told the
Herald.

Bowman declined to
answer most of the Her-
ald’s questions due to the
ongoing nature of the
investigation, and it
remains unclear who was
involved in the shooting,
what agency or agencies
they belonged to, and how
many times Gilbertson
was shot.

A preliminary investi-
gation is underway and,
when it’s completed, addi-
tional details will be

released to the public.
This release is expected
Friday, Jan. 12, at the ear-
liest, and Monday, Jan. 15,
at the latest, Bowman told
the Herald.

A complete investiga-
tion into a deadly use-of-
force incident typically
takes around two months,
she said. During this
time, any available video
will be thoroughly
reviewed, follow-up inter-
views will be completed,
forensic evidence will be
processed and all relevant
records will be examined
— such as agency train-
ing and policy records —
according to the BCA.

After the investigation
concludes, BCA Force
Investigations Unit

SCARED on A2

Rios removed from committee for

BY MICHAEL
ACHTERLING
North Dakota Monitor

North Dakota legisla-
tive leaders this week
removed Rep. Nico Rios
from the
interim
Judiciary
Committee
after the
Williston
lawmaker
berated
police offi-
cers during a December
drunk driving arrest.

House Majority Leader
Mike Lefor; R-Dickinson,
chair of Legislative

Management, which over-
sees interim committee
assignments, said that
Rios’ comments during
his arrest were inappro-
priate for a committee
that routinely takes testi-
mony from law
enforcement.

Rios, arrested on Dec.
15 for DUI and test refus-
al, made a series of homo-
phobic and racist com-
ments toward the arrest-
ing officer during the
more than hour-long traf-
fic stop and booking pro-
cess, which was captured
on an officer-worn body
camera.

“I wasn’t going to

subject members of the
law enforcement commu-
nity to have to testify in
front of a committee in
which he was a member,”
Lefor said.

Rios, a Republican, also
attempted to use his posi-
tion as a lawmaker to
influence the officer, the
video shows.

Lefor has called on Rios
to resign, as have leaders
of the District 23 GOP,
which endorsed Rios as a
freshman legislator for
the 2022 election.

Holand Neubauer, chair
of the District 23 GOP,
said Rios has not respond-
ed to the district’s Dec. 29

berating police during

call for his resignation.

“He’s been asked and
we're kind of waiting for
his decision before we can
make any decision on our
end,” Neubauer said.

The district executive
committee has contacted
the North Dakota Secre-
tary of State’s office to
inquire about the steps,
signature requirements
and procedures of a possi-
ble recall, Neubauer said.
However, members want
to hear from Rios directly
on whether he intends to
resign before going any
further.

Multiple attempts to
contact Rios for comment

this week were
unsuccessful.

In a Dec. 27 statement
on social media, Rios
apologized to law enforce-
ment and said he under-
stands why people are
calling for his resigna-
tion. He stated he is
“mulling” all aspects of
his future. Court records
show he’s scheduled for a
Feb. 5 hearing.

In a letter to the Willis-
ton Herald, Williston
Mayor Howard Klug
admonished Rios’ behav-
ior and said the citizens
of Williston deserve bet-
ter representation.

DUI arrest

about Rios’ future may
ultimately come down to
the voters of his district.

Legislative Manage-
ment is unlikely to name
a replacement for Rios on
the interim Judiciary
Committee because there
are already 18 members
assigned, including 11
House members and
seven state senators,
Lefor said.

“The number of inter-
im committee spots that
we allocated this session
was far higher than other
sessions,” Lefor said.

This story was
originally published on

Lefor said

NorthD com.
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Grand Forks
man sentenced
for shooting at
occupied vehicle

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS — A
Grand Forks man
accused of shooting a
gun at an occupied vehi-
cle, evading law enforce-
ment and other crimes
changed his plea and
was sentenced on Mon-
day, Jan. 8.

Omar Agustin Marti-
nez, 26, was originally
charged with Class A fel-
ony attempted murder.
He was granted a plea
agreement, amending
the crime to Class C felo-
ny terrorizing with a
dangerous weapon,
which he pleaded guilty
to.

Martinez also pleaded
guilty to two counts of
Class C felony reckless
endangerment - extreme
indifference.

His remaining charges

Class A misdemeanor
fleeing a police officer,
Class B misdemeanor
refusal to halt and Class
B misdemeanor disorder-
ly conduct — were
dismissed.

On May 21, Grand
Forks police responded
to the Altru emergency
room for a man who'd
been shot, according to
an affidavit filed in the
case.

The man, Rey Sosa,
told police he’d been
driving westbound on
DeMers Avenue, with his
juvenile child in the
front passenger seat,
when Martinez shot at
the vehicle.

Sosa’s ex-girlfriend

and the mother of his
child, Abilene Corona,
was dating Martinez at
the time. Martinez
believed Corona and
Sosa were involved again
behind his back, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

The night prior, Marti-
nez damaged Sosa’s car
and fled from police, the
affidavit said. Martinez
showed up at Sosa’s resi-
dence, kicked in the door
and got into a physical
altercation that resulted
in his arrest.

After getting out of
custody just hours later,
Martinez pursued Sosa
— this time with a weap-
on, which Corona
described as a rifle-style
firearm, the affidavit
said.

After the shooting, law
enforcement struggled to
find Martinez. Heevaded
arrest for more than a
month, but was ultimate-
ly apprehended on July
6.

Martinez was sen-
tenced to five years in
the shooting case and
three years in the fleeing
case during a plea hear-
ing at the Grand Forks
County Courthouse.

The sentences will be
served consecutively,
adding up to eight years
at the North Dakota
Department of Correc-
tions and Rehabilitation.
As part of the plea
agreement, he forfeited
all seized items, includ-
ing the gun.

Martinez has credit for
188 days in custody. He
will serve no probation
time upon release.

Grand Forks business
leader Mike Fridolfs
announces candidacy
for Grand Forks’
Ward 5 council seat

BY MATTHEW VOIGT
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Grand Forks business
leader Mike Fridolfs has
announced his candidacy
for the Grand Forks City
Council Ward 5 seat.

Fridolfs is the site
director for Northrop
Grumman’s Grand Sky
location in Grand Forks.
Northrop Grumman is
an aerospace, defense
and security company
that works in the autono-
mous aviation industry.
Fridolfs is also a mem-
ber of the Grand Forks
Air Service Expansion
Committee, the Grand
Forks Economic Develop-
ment Corporation’s
Advisory Board, and the
Grand Forks - East
Grand Forks Chamber of
Commerce Executive
Committee.

“I want to be deeper in
the community and deep-
er as part of the fabric
of what we do,” Fridolfs
said. “The opportunity is
there for me to continue
to build on the greatness
that this community

Fridolfs is running for
the Ward 5 council seat
currently held by Kyle
Kvamme, who was first
elected in an unopposed
race in 2020 and whose
term ends in June. Ward
5 covers the southeast
corner of Grand Forks
mainly south and east of
Columbia Road and 40th
Avenue South. In Fri-
dolfs’s prospective ten-
ure as council, his first
term would end in 2028.

He highlighted quality

Contributed / Mike Fridolfs
Fridolfs

of life and making
Grand Forks a place to
want to live as his top
priorities.

“I think there’s a lot of
room for growth there
from families to have
things for their littles to
do all the way up to
things for young adults
and adults to do and give
people a reason to stay
in Grand Forks,” Fri-
dolfs said. “I think we
need to focus on making
sure that those things
happen and the commu-
nities we live in are
safe.”

Fridolfs also said that
he wants to promote
more businesses as well
as diversity of business-
es on Grand Forks’ South
End and Ward 5.

“We need more busi-
nesses (in Ward 5); 1
think there’s a lot of
room for growth and peo-
ple crave it here,” Fri-
dolfs said. “If you don’t
(expand commercial
opportunities) we’re not
going to continue to have
people that want to con-
tinue to move here and
stay here.”
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radar and more with the Stormtracker app.

Amanac Through 6 pm Wednesday

Temperature High
Wednesday 20°
Normal 15°
Record 54° in 1990
Precipitation

Wednesday

Month To Date

Departure From Avg Month To Date -0.04"

Year To Date

Departure From Avg Year To Date -0:04"

Sunrise: 8:15 a.m.
Moonrise: 9:02 a.m.

Sunset: 4:55 p.m
Moonset: 4:57 p.m.

StormTRACKER Forecast

Breezy today. Cold weather
settles in and lasts through the
weekend and next week.
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FARGO — During very
cold weather, bare-handed
touching of metal objects
can result in a slightly
painful freezing of the
outer skin. This can give
the false impression that
metal objects are much
colder than other objects,
but this is not necessarily
true. Most metals are just
very good conductors of
heat, so when you go out-
side on a 10-below day
and bare-hand a piece of
metal, heat is rapidly con-
ducted from your hand
into the metal. This has
the effect of rapidly cool-
ing the outer skin
surface.

A metal table in the
summer sun will feel
warm while a metal table
in the shade will feel cool.
But whether in sun or
shade, an ice cube will
melt faster on a metal
table than on a wooden
table. Again, this is
because the metal is a
good heat conductor and
so will conduct heat away
from the ice, causing it to
melt.

John Wheeler is Chief

Meteorologist for WDAY
Television.
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Today, Jan. 11

To place your event in the
Grand Forks Herald calendar,
email gfhcity@gfherald.com,
with “Calendar item” in the
subject line. Events should
include name, time, location,
short description and contact
info. Please submit 10

days before the event. The
Herald does not guarantee
publication of all events.

Breakfast atthe Grand
Forks Senior Center is 8:30
to9a.m., 620 Fourth Ave.

S. Also, hot meal drive-
thruis 11:30 a.m. to noon,
and inside dining serving
is1l:45am.to12:15p.m.
Monday through Friday.
For 80+. Obtain required
paperwork and key tags in the
Senior Center. Order frozen
meals ahead of time at (701)
772-7245, pick up during the
drive-thru or inside.

CALENDAR

Other Thursday events at
the Senior Center: 9to 11
p.m.: Free legal services
for seniors, for people 55+,
call (701) 222-2110, dial ext.
330 when recording starts to
schedule an appointment;
and at 1 p.m.: Trivia, new
members welcome, also
looking for a volunteer to read
questions, for people 55+.
(701) 772-7245.

SCORE free and
confidential business
mentoring meetings, 9a.m.
to 3 p.m. every Thursday
via Zoom, phone, email or
in person. To schedule an
appointment, email score@
gra.midco.net or visit www.
score.org and request a
mentor from 58201, Grand
Forks.

LSS senior meals:
Congregate, home
delivered and curbside is

11:30a.m.to12:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, in
the East Grand Forks Senior
Center, 538 Rhinehart Dr.
S.E., East Grand Forks. Info:
(218) 399-3351.

Grief support group for
adults, 1:30to 3 p.m., East
Grand Forks Campbell
Library, 422 Fourth St. N.W.
For adults, age 18+, who
have experienced a loss
through death. Second
Thursday of the month. Free,
open to the public. To fill out
aregistration form, call (800)
237-4629 at Red River Valley
Hospice.

Reception for artist Sheila
Renae Dalgliesh,5to 7
p.m., ArtWise, 2800 S.
Columbia, inside Columbia
Mall, Grand Forks. Her
exhibit, “Meander,” runs Jan.
17 through Feb. 24 during
regular gallery hours.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

In 1908, President Theo-
dore Roosevelt declared
the Grand Canyon a
national monument.

In 1922, insulin was
administered to a diabet-
ic patient for the first
time; the extract would
require further improve-
ment before achieving
success.

In 1964, the U.S. sur-
geon general issued the
first U.S. government
report concluding that
smoking could be hazard-
ous to one’s health.

In 2003, departing I11i-
nois Gov. George Ryan
commuted the sentences
of an unprecedented 167
death row inmates.

SCARED
CONTINUED from A1

agents will share the
results with a county
attorney, who then
decides whether to file
charges against the offi-
cer or officers involved.

Gilbertson was in the
midst of a multi-felony
case at the time of his
death. After suspected
conditional release viola-
tions, a warrant was
issued for his arrest in
July 2023.

The suspected viola-
tions were unspecified in
public court documents.

The case was filed in
June 2022, but many
charges were amended
within the same month.
Gilbertson’s active charg-
es included 12 felonies:
unlawful possession of a

firearm, fifth-degree drug
possession, third-degree
burglary, two counts of
theft and seven counts of
receiving stolen property.
He was also charged with
one count of gross misde-
meanor receiving stolen
property.

The unlawful firearm
possession charge had a
maximum penalty of 15
years in prison and
$30,000 in fines.

A dozen reportedly sto-
len items were found on
Gilbertson’s property,
according to a criminal
complaint filed in the
case. Gilbertson admitted
he stole some items, but
said he purchased other
items he suspected were
stolen, the complaint
said.

Gilbertson has prior
felony convictions dating
back to 2012 for burglary,

drug sales and other
crimes.

Rhinehart Township, a
few miles south of East
Grand Forks, had just 139
residents documented in
the 2020 U.S. Census.
Kristie Wolff, township
clerk, and Danny Messelt,
chairperson, told the Her-
ald incidents like this in
Rhinehart are unheard
of.

“I don’t remember any-
thing like that happening
around the Rhinehart
area,” said Messelt, who’s
lived in the area for more
than two decades. “It’s
usually pretty quiet.”

It’s unclear to Jane Gil-
bertson why law enforce-
ment showed up at the
Rhinehart Township resi-
dence looking for her
nephew.

“He had his own place,”
she said.

She said Lucas Gilbert-
son told her law enforce-
ment knew where he
lived and had been to his
East Grand Forks resi-
dence since the arrest
warrant was issued.

Jane Gilbertson was
adamant her nephew
wasn’t a risk to law
enforcement and, in fact,
“he was scared to death
of them,” she said. He
wasn’t violent and didn’t
hurt anybody but himself,
she said.

“He was a drug addict,”
she said. “That was his
whole issue.”

Jane Gilbertson doesn’t
have any children, so her
nephew was more like
her son, she said.

“He was a good kid,”
she said. “He would’ve
done anything for any-
body. He had the biggest
heart ever.”
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BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Grand Forks City Council
members ruled out estab-
lishing an in-house city
pound but gave mixed sig-
nals on its future with
current animal impound
contractor Circle of
Friends.

City Council members
met on Monday as the
Committee of the Whole
to hear presentations
from city and police offi-
cials about the scope of
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2024

Council discusses future with Circle of Friends

services provided by Cir-
cle of Friends compared
to other North Dakota cit-
ies and also to debate the
merit of continuing to
contract with the
financially-distressednon-
profit.

“Circle of Friends has
done a good job for the
city;, but they do provide
more service than other
cities, which would
equate to more cost,” City
Clerk Sherie Lundmark
said.

Circle of Friends Exec-
utive Director Lauralee

Tupa has said repeatedly
that the animal shelter
offers a premium stan-
dard of care for its shel-
ter animals, and a com-
parison with city pounds
in Fargo, Bismarck and
Minot seemingly bore out
that claim.

According to city docu-
ments, Circle of Friends
is the only impound ser-
vice to provide vet exams
on intake, vaccinate its
animals, and microchip
and spay and neuter
adopted pets. It was the
only contracted animal

shelter — the other cities
either contracted with a
veterinary clinic or, in
Bismarck’s case, ran its
own pound.

It was also the sole
impound that does not
euthanize its pets, keep-
ing with the No-Kill sta-

tus it maintains alongside

12 other North Dakota
animal shelters, per the
Best Friends Animal
Society.

But those premiums
also mean it spends con-
siderably more than
other city impounds. The

four other North Dakota
cities budget between
$70,000 (Minot) and
$278,968 (Bismarck) per
year to operate their
impounds; Circle of
Friends spent $944,050 on
impounded animals in
2023, of which the city
paid a flat rate of
$184,149.50.

“We're anticipating
paying for a level of ser-
vice that other communi-
ties are,” City Adminis-
trator Todd Feland said.
“Certainly Circle of
Friends are going to the

next step. They have a
board policy, maybe some
grant obligations that are
above and beyond what a
normal shelter would be.
That’s not in our
agreement.”

Feland said he feels the
rate the city currently
pays is fair and duly com-
pensates Circle of
Friends for the level of
care the city wants.

Feland offered council
members three possible
avenues: continue with

FRIENDS on A3

Armstrong
announces
run for ND
governor

BY PATRICK SPRINGER
The Forum

FARGO — Kelly Arm-
strong became the first
Republican to officially
declare his candidacy for
the North Dakota gover-
nor’s office a day after
Gov. Doug Burgum shook
up the race by announc-
ing he won’t seek a third
term.

Armstrong, who is
well-known to voters after
winning three terms as
North Dakota’s lone con-
gressman, is also a for-
mer state senator from
Dickinson and a former
state GOP chairman.

Solutions will come not
from Washington, but
from North Dakota, Arm-
strong said, a lesson he
said he learned in his five
years in Congress.

“North Dakotans will
always do better when we
are in charge of our own
destiny,” he said. “That’s
why I've decided to come
home to run for governor.
T’ll take the experience
I've gained fighting for
North Dakota in D.C., to
help increase opportunity
and success here in our
state. And I am excited to
get back here and work
with people who are
interested in finding solu-
tions not exploiting prob-
lems for political gain.

“I have fought against
federal overreach, a two-
tiered justice system, and
aradical liberal agenda.”

Among his accomplish-
ments, Armstrong said he
has defended Trump
against two “sham
impeachments” and

ARMSTRONG on A12
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An East Grand Forks police officer displays a body-worn camera.

"We want transparency

ACLU attorney says Minnesotans *just don't know enough’ after some police shootings

Criminal Apprehension

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, MINN.

our of 14 deadly force
Fincidents investigated

in Minnesota last year
involved undercover officers,

according to data collected
from Minnesota Bureau of

press releases.

Tn one of the four shoot-
ings, there was no body cam-

era footage.

Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald

The state’s second deadly
force incident of 2024 checks
both of those boxes, a fact
that an attorney with the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Minnesota finds

troubling. She believes that,
as a result, relatively little
information will be released
to the public.

“I think there are a lot of

ways that this hurts the com-
munity, this lack of transpar-

ency,” Alicia Granse told the
Grand Forks Herald. “People
should want to trust law
enforcement, but we don’t

have a way to verify that
they’re doing things correct-
ly. We just don’t know
enough about what happened
here.”

The incident, which
occurred on Jan. 9, involved
an East Grand Forks police
officer operating undercover

UNDERCOVER on A4

Council recommends keeping GF syringe exchange program

BY MATTHEW VOIGT
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - The
Grand Forks City Council
on Monday recommended
that a syringe service
program in Grand Forks
stay in place.

The motion to end the
program failed in a tie,
3-3, during Monday’s

Scan for E-Paper
7 days a week
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Committee of the Whole
meeting. Council mem-
bers Danny Weigel,
Rebecca Osowski and
Dana Sande voted to end
the program. Council
members Bret Weber, Tri-
cia Lunski and Ken Vein
voted against ending the
program. Kyle Kvamme
‘was not present.

The syringe service
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program, often known as
the needle exchange pro-
gram, provides clean nee-
dles to those at risk of
infection from the injec-
tion of substances. The
foremost goal of the pro-
gram is to reduce the
spread of blood-borne
diseases like hepatitis C
and HIV. The program
also hopes to establish

Puzzles: A12
Sports: A13
Weather: A2

relationships, drive posi-
tive changes and reduce
opioid overdose and over-
dose deaths in the
community.

According to GFPH
Director Tess Wall, based
on her discussion with
colleagues across North
Dakota, Grand Forks is
the only city considering
ending its program.
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The program uses no
local funds for the sala-
ries of the workers nor
the materials given out.
The salaries are funded
with federal money and
the materials are through
private grants. The pro-
gram is held at Spectra
Health and not in GFPH’s
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Culver’s to host fund-raiser for Veterans Honor Flight

A portion of the restaurant’s sales Friday, Jan. 26, will support future Honor Flights for veterans

BY PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - Cul-
ver’s restaurant, 3451
32nd Ave. S., will donate
a portion of its sales
from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
Friday, Jan. 26, to the
Veterans Honor Flight
of North Dakota and
Minnesota.

Representatives of the
local Honor Flight team
will also be on hand
that day selling caps

and other memorabilia
to support the program,
which takes area vets on
an all-expenses-paid trip
to visit war memorials
and other historical
landmarks in Washing-
ton, D.C.

A 501c3 nonprofit,
100% volunteer organi-
zation, the Veterans
Honor Flight of ND/MN
is also participating in
Giving Hearts Day,
scheduled for Feb. 8.
Donations may also be
given prior to that day.

For more information,
go to https://veteran-
shonorflightofndmn.org.

The next scheduled
flight is planned for
May 19-21, and two
flights are planned for
this fall, according to
the organization’s
website.

Veterans from eastern
North Dakota and west-
ern Minnesota are
encouraged to apply for
the three-day trip,
which brings vets to the
nation’s capital where

they board buses, along
with dozens of volun-
teers, including health
care professionals. All
transportation, hotel
accommodations, and
meals are provided at
no charge.

Volunteers also help
vets in wheelchairs, as
needed, and provide
water and snacks to vet-
erans as they visit vari-
ous sites.

Each Honor Flight
costs about $267,000.
The planes are reserved

solely for the participat-
ing veterans and volun-
teers. About 270 vets are
on the wait-list. Priority
is given to older vets
and those with a termi-
nal illness.

Veterans are encour-
aged to apply for the
trip by going online to:
https://veteranshonor-
flightofndmn.org.
Online and printable
applications are avail-
able on this website.

Don Roberts, of Grand
Forks, has been a

tireless fund-raising vol-
unteer for the Honor
Flight program for
years.

For more information,
call (218) 284-6667 or
Roberts at (701) 746-8261.

Knudson is a features
reporter at the Herald. Call
herat (701) 780-1107,
(800) 477-6572 ext.1107
or email pknudson@
gfherald.com.

UNDERCOVER
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for the Pine to Prairie
Drug Task Force.

Officers were at a
Rhinehart Township res-
idence to serve an arrest
warrant on Lucas Paul
Gilbertson. According to
the BCA, the undercover
officer entered the resi-
dence, tased Gilbertson,
and shot him multiple
times. Gilbertson died.

Although uniformed
officers on site were
wearing body cameras, it
appears no video evi-
dence of the shooting
exists because they were
not inside when it
occurred, according to a
BCA press release.

“There’s no reason for
them to be not wearing a
body-worn camera while
they’re going to execute
a warrant,” Granse said.

EGFPD Chief Michael
Hedlund said it’s typical
for undercover officers
not to wear body camer-
as, mainly because the
devices are so
conspicuous.

“(They’re) very obvi-
ous. They're right in the
middle of (an officer’s)
chest,” Hedlund said,
adding that he is
unaware of any covert
cameras that have the
necessary features, such
as long-lasting battery
capabilities and high-
quality video.

Granse questioned,
though, how a warrant
could be served while
undercover in the first
place.

“I feel like that would
probably make you less
likely to get through
safely,” she said. “If
you’re not identifying
yourself as a law
enforcement agent, and
you're just breaking into
someone’s home, that
could result in someone
exercising their right to
defend themselves.”

When asked how an
undercover officer could
execute an arrest war-
rant without identifying
themselves as law
enforcement, Hedlund
declined to comment.

Concealing their law
enforcement affiliation
from suspects is a major
reason undercover law
enforcement may not
‘wear body cameras, but
it’s not the only factor.

ATTENTION!
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Another is that, because
their identities — as well
as the identities of the
confidential informants
with whom they may
work — are legally pro-
tected, it’s difficult to
obtain useful video foot-
age, Hedlund said.

“You have to redact it
to such a degree that —
in many cases — it’s just
not even valuable,” he
said. “In many cases, it’s
literally easier to not
have a video than (to put
the work in) to properly
redact it and protect the
identities of everybody
involved.”

Minnesota law allows
data that identifies
undercover officers to be
withheld from the pub-
lic. Their identities are
protected for their entire
undercover careers and
can only be released
afterward if there’s no
perceived threat to their
safety or any active
investigation.

Officers who work in
task forces are often
undercover and, as a
result, much of their
work remains unclear to
the public, Granse said.

“We don’t get to know
(what their work
entails),” she said. “T
think that lack of trans-
parency is a real prob-
lem, particularly when it
comes to holding people
accountable when
they’re going out and
doing things in our
name, in the names of
citizens of Minnesota
and in the name of pub-
lic safety.”

The Pine to Prairie
Drug Task Force covers
eight counties: Norman,
Roseau, Red Lake, Mar-
shall, Pennington, Kitt-
son, Polk and Lake of
the Woods. The task
force primarily focuses
on its namesake: drugs.

In 2023, 286 cases were
pursued, resulting in 171
arrests.

Seizures included 32
weapons, 218 grams of
cocaine, 40 grams of her-
oin, 1.6 pounds of mari-
juana, 3.05 pounds of
methamphetamine, 184
prescription pills, 14
grams of fentanyl pow-
der and 1,519 fentanyl
pills.

“In this area, a lot of
(undercover work) is
narcotics related,” Hed-
lund said. “So you're
using confidential
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informants, or doing
what they call ‘con-
trolled buys.’ Things like
that.”

Undercover officers
and confidential infor-
mants are commonly
used to set up suspected
drug dealers. Task force
work often revolves
around developing infor-
mants and cases, rather
than reacting to crimes,
as patrol officers regu-
larly do, Hedlund said.

Asked if it’s common
for undercover officers
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to be involved in serving
warrants, he said it
depends on the situation.

“Right now, I'm not
comfortable going into
any more details than
that,” Hedlund said.

The officer who killed
Gilbertson was part of a
group of officers execut-
ing an arrest warrant,
which was issued when
Gilbertson allegedly vio-
lated his release condi-
tions and failed to
appear in court.

“Is that something that

we want these task forc-
es doing?” Granse said.
“We don’t have a way to
evaluate that if we don’t
have the information as
a public.”

Transparency between
civilians and law
enforcement is especially
important in Minnesota,
where a number of high-
profile shootings in
recent years have result-
ed in trauma within
communities, she said.

“Law enforcement
doesn’t seem to be

respecting that,” Granse
said. “We don’t have the
trust that we want to
have.”

An example Granse
referenced was that the
day after George Floyd
was murdered by then
Minneapolis Police Offi-
cer Derek Chauvin, the
Minneapolis Police
Department issued a
press release saying that
Floyd — unnamed at the
time — “appeared to be
suffering medical dis-
tress” while being
arrested.

“So often, we hear one
thing at the beginning,
and then it’s something
else,” Granse said. “We
find out later what actu-
ally happened.”

It eventually was
revealed that Chauvin
used unreasonable force,
restricting Floyd’s
breathing and ultimately
causing his death.

“We see what happens
when law enforcement
breaks our trust,”
Granse said. “Nobody
wants that to happen. We
really want to be sure
that we are able to hold
law enforcement
accountable — just like
any other person.”

Unless the East Grand
Forks undercover officer
faces criminal charges,
his identity as the shoot-
er will be protected at
least until his undercov-
er career ends, if not
longer.

Hedlund said he is not
concerned about officers
taking advantage of
their anonymity.

“We know who they
are, and BCA knows who
they are,” he said.

People who work with
each other, though, often
want to help each other,
Granse said. This is not
inherently a bad thing,
but there are risks of
bias when all the facts
surrounding a deadly
incident lie solely with
law enforcement, she
said.

“I'm not saying that
the BCA is necessarily
biased — that’s not at all
what I'm saying — but it
is a law enforcement
agency,” Granse said.
“That’s why we want the
information. We want
transparency. What the
ACLU is looking for is
always going to be trans-
parency in law
enforcement.”
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Mayor: GF should consider alternatives to Circle of Friends

Two City Council members have already endorsed seeking another impound contractor

BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - The
city of Grand Forks
should begin looking at
other providers to offer
animal impound services,
Mayor Brandon Bochens-
ki said Tuesday.

The mayor told the Her-
ald he supports putting
out a request for proposal
on the contract currently
held by Circle of Friends
animal shelter, though he
said that didn’t necessari-
ly mean the city would
terminate its relationship
with the nonprofit.

“If you go for an RFP
(request for proposal), it
doesn’t mean Circle of
Friends couldn’t be the
winning proposal, but it
gives us a chance to see
what the options are,”
Bochenski said.

Bochenski’s remarks
came following a Monday
night Committee of the
‘Whole meeting where
Grand Forks City Council
members Dana Sande and
Rebecca Osowski
endorsed beginning the
process that potentially
could replace the long-
time city contractor with
another veterinary

organization.

Bochenski first dis-
cussed Monday night’s
Committee of the Whole
meeting on a Tuesday
morning KNOX radio
broadcast of “Critical
Thought with Noah
Chelliah.”

The financially-embat-
tled Circle of Friends has
come under scrutiny in
recent weeks after it
announced Jan. 5 it may
cut many of its shelter
services without a signifi-
cant cash infusion. The
shelter is continuing to
operate as the city pound
under the terms of its

2023 agreement with the
city, though it has not

been compensated for ser-

vices rendered in 2024 as
of Monday.

Normally, the city and
Circle of Friends would
have signed off on an
updated agreement Jan.
1, but that deadline
passed without a new
contract being signed.

City Administrator
Todd Feland said Monday
the shelter had been pro-
vided with a draft 2024
agreement that would
raise the shelter’s annual

CIRCLE on A5

Eric Hylden/ Grand Forks Herald
In this Herald file photo from 2023, Mayor Brandon
Bochenski delivers his State of the City address at the
Alerus Center.

Video
reveals
at least
6 shots
fired

Officer-involved
incident led to
East Grand Forks
man’s death

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— At least six shots were
fired during a deadly Jan.
9 interaction between law
enforcement and a rural
East Grand Forks man
who was wanted for
alleged bond violations
and failure to appear in
court.

Lucas Paul Gilbertson,
42, died as a result of
multiple gunshot wounds
he sustained during the
incident. Though the cir-
cumstances surrounding
the shooting itself
remain largely unclear,
some details — including
the approximate number
of shots fired — became
available when four body
camera videos were
released to the public on
Tuesday, Jan. 23.

The names of all offi-
cers involved — aside
from two who were
undercover, one of whom
was the shooter — also
have been released. Min-
nesota law protects
undercover officers’ iden-
tities. Unless the shooter
is charged with a crime,
it’s likely his name will
remain undisclosed until
the end of his undercover
career — or even longer,
if there is a perceived
threat to his safety or an

SHOOTING on A15

foreclosed property.

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Despite a dozen or so
attendees at its Tuesday,
Jan. 23, public auction,
the foreclosed portion of
Columbia Mall will be
retained by First Interna-
tional Bank and Trust,
the plaintiff in its foreclo-
sure case.

The property, which is
the former location of
Macy’s department store,
was officially foreclosed
in November after a civil

case was settled rather
than taken to trial. Defen-
dants Jamieson Capex
Fund, LLC, Jeremy Lynn
Carlson and Michael Ray
Kuntz were found to owe
the bank more than $1
million in mortgage pay-
ments, according to court
documents.

First International
Bank and Trust, repre-
sented by O’Keeffe
O’Brien Lyson Attorneys,
set a total debt bid of
$1,391,371, meaning the
bank was hoping to
recoup its entire loss.

This is not always the
case, according to Grand
Forks County Sheriff’s
Office Cpl. Chris Hutton,
who runs property auc-
tions for the county.
Sometimes bids are set
below the total debt, but
the public won’t know
until the auction is held.

This is likely why there
were a notable number of
attendees but zero bid-
ders, he said — people
come to see if the price is
something they can
afford.

“You never know,”

" Eric Hylden / Grand Forks Herald
Grand Forks County Sheriff Andy Schneider gives instructions to potential bidders before a public auction of the former Macy’s department
store located in Columbia Mall. The auction took place at the Grand Forks County Courthouse on Tuesday. No bids were received for the

NO BIDS

Bank retains foreclosed portion of Columbia Mall

Hutton told the Herald.
“It’s hard to say. I figured
one person, at least,
would bid $1 more (than
the starting bid).”

The auction took place
inside the Grand Forks
County Courthouse.
Though it’s over, some-
one could still reach out
to the bank directly to
make an offer, Hutton
said.

It’s unclear what will
happen with the
property.

Hutton has been part
of somewhere between

150 to 200 auctions over
the past two years. Most
are for foreclosed residen-
tial properties and farm-
steads. There’s also an
annual sale of mobile
homes that have been
seized due to delinquent
taxes.

This auction, though,
had, by far, the highest
starting bid Hutton has
been privy to. The second
most expensive was in
the range of $300,000, he
said.

With Armstrong running for governor, who’s
in the race for ND’s sole seat in the US House?

BY MATTHEW VOIGT
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - With
Rep. Kelly Armstrong
announcing his candida-
cy for North Dakota gov-
ernor, the race for North
Dakota’s sole U.S. House
representative now
appears to be anyone’s
game.

Earlier this week, Gov.
Doug Burgum announced
he wouldn’t seek a third

term, creating a wide-
open race for the gover-
nor’s office. Armstrong, a
Republican and North
Dakota’s current House
representative,
announced on Tuesday
afternoon that he will not
seek reelection to the
House and instead hopes
to be the next governor.

North Dakota Republi-
can Party Chair Sandi
Sanford said this week
has been lively.

“This has probably
been the most exciting
week I've had (as NDGOP
chair),” Sanford said.

The House race, for
now, includes two
declared candidates: Rick
Becker, a Republican
from Bismarck, and
Trygve Hammer, a Demo-
crat from Minot.

In 2022, there wasn’t a
Democratic-NPL candi-
date for the representa-
tive seat, but Sanford said

that she isn’t worried
about it in 2024.

“(The NDGOP is) a
supermajority and we're
a fairly conservative,
moderate state,” Sanford
said. “I don’t think that
there is any concern in
regards to a Democrat.”

Becker announced his
bid for the seat earlier
this week. While North
Dakota Republican Party

HOUSE on A5

Chip Somodevilla/ Getty Images / TNS
Republican members of the House Oversight and
Accountability Committee, including Rep. Kelly
Armstrong, R-N.D., hold a news conference at the U.S.
Capitol on May 10, 2023, in Washington, D.C.
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active investigation.

The Polk County Sher-
iff’s Office released foot-
age recorded by Deputy
Kyle Olson and Investiga-
tor Tom Brault. Investiga-
tions Sgt. Nathan Rasch
was also on scene, but he
doesn’t typically wear a
body camera unless he’s
“actively going to (a) call
in progress,” Sheriff
James Tadman told the
Herald.

The call hadn’t reached
that status upon Rasch’s
arrival, but “escalated
rapidly,” Tadman said.
Tadman also said Rasch
was with Olson — who
‘was wearing a body cam-
era — throughout the
incident.

The East Grand Forks
Police Department
released footage recorded
by Officer John Grabans-
ki. The two undercover
officers were not wearing
body cameras, which is
standard, EGFPD Chief
Michael Hedlund previ-
ously told the Herald.

When asked whether it
‘was common for under-
cover officers to serve
arrest warrants, Hedlund
told the Herald it depends
on the situation and
declined to comment fur-
ther due to the ongoing
investigation.

The video footage
shows that Olson appears
to be the first to interact
with Gilbertson’s mother
shortly before noon on
Jan. 9, at her Rhinehart
Township residence. He
is shown knocking on the
woman’s door and asking
if Gilbertson is inside.
Officers suspected he was
there because Pine to
Prairie Drug Task Force
‘members received a tip
from a confidential infor-
mant, according to an
EGFPD statement.

In the video, the woman
at the door first says Gilb-
ertson is not there, then
says she doesn’t want to
say whether he is. Olson
asks whether she’s aware
Gilbertson has an active
‘warrant for his arrest;

Contributed / East Grand Forks Police Department

A stillimage from an East Grand Forks police officer’s body camera footage that was filmed during a Jan. 9 incident

in Rhinehart Township.

she says she is.

Finally, the woman asks
for five minutes and
returns inside. During
that time, officers say
they hear yelling inside
the home. Olson knocks
again, approximately 10
minutes into the video,
and there’s a somewhat
inaudible response from
the woman.

“She’s on her phone
with the lawyer, she
said,” Olson tells other
officers through his hand-
held radio.

Olson walks away from
the residence. In the time
between Olson’s first and
second video, Grabanski
is in a seemingly
unmarked vehicle with
another officer, discuss-
ing the situation.

“You see they got plain-
clothes in the woods here,
too?” the other officer
asks.

Grabanski says he
didn’t see them. Both
men agree there must be

somebody on the road
north of the residence.

“I hate this waiting
thing,” Grabanski says.

“That’s what happened
last time, is he just
(redacted) started barri-
cading and planning,” the
other officer says.

“Yep,” Grabanski
answers. “I just hope he
doesn’t have a (redacted)
gun or something.”

“He had a knife he was
playing with when we
were going to go get
him,” the other officer
says, likely speaking of a
previous attempt to
arrest Gilbertson. “... He
Jjust kept (redacted) flip-
ping it open and closed,
open and closed, just
waiting for us to come

Grabanski can be heard
saying he will shut “this”
off. His hand partially
obscures the body cam-
era, then the video is
muted. His recording
remains muted for the

Minn. state trooper charged

with murder in Cobb’s

BY JON COLLINS
AND PETER COX
MPR News

MINNEAPOLIS — Hen-
nepin County Attorney
Mary Moriarty has
charged a Minnesota
State Patrol trooper for
the shooting death of a
motorist last summer in
Minneapolis.

Ricky Cobb II, 33, was
killed by trooper Ryan
Londregan during a stop
on Interstate 94 in Minne-
apolis at about 2 a.m. on
July 31, 2023.

Londregan is charged
with second-degree unin-
tentional murder, first-
degree assault and sec-
ond-degree manslaughter.

“As with all Minnesota
law enforcement officers,
state troopers may only
use deadly force when it
is necessary to protect a
person from a specific
identified threat of great
bodily harm or death that
‘was reasonably likely to
occur. That did not exist
in this case,” Moriarty
told reporters Wednesday
after filing charges.

“Ricky Cobb II,” she
added, “should be alive
today.”

Londregan’s attorney,
Chris Madel, attacked
Moriarty’s decision to
charge.

“This county attorney
has provided sweetheart
deals to murderers and
kidnappers, and now
today she charges a
hero,” he said in a state-
ment. “This county attor-
ney is literally out of con-
trol. Open season on law
enforcement must end,
and it’s going to end with
this case.”

Minnesota’s statute
governing law enforce-
ment use of deadly force
gives officers a lot of lati-
tude in circumstances
where they take some-

death
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Kerem Yiicel/ MPR News 2023

Rashad Cobb, Ricky Cobb II's twin brother, their mother,
Nyra Fields-Miller, and other family members are seen
on Aug. 2, 2023, during a press conference outside the
Hennepin County Government Center in Minneapolis.

one’s life.

It requires that the jury
apply a standard of
whether an objectively
reasonable officer
believed that the force
was required to protect
the officer or another per-
son from death or great
bodily harm or to capture
someone who has killed
or threatened to kill
someone. Juries have tra-
ditionally given police
officers wide latitude in
this area.

Moriarty told reporters
she decided her office did
not need to consult a use-
of-force expert before
charging the trooper.

Cobb was initially
stopped for driving with-
out rear lights, according
to the Minnesota Bureau
of Criminal Apprehen-
sion. Troopers learned
that Cobb had allegedly
violated a protective
order in Ramsey County
and asked him to get out
of his vehicle.

Londregan shot Cobb
as officers tried to force
Cobb out of the vehicle.
Cobb’s car then traveled
about a quarter-mile
down the interstate and
stopped against a high-
way divider. Cobb died at
the scene.

The Minnesota State

Patrol released body cam-
era and squad footage of
the incident shortly after
Cobb’s death. The BCA
said a handgun and two
cartridges were found
behind the center console
of Cobb’s car, but that
none of the video shows
him holding the gun.

The BCA turned over
their investigation to the
Hennepin County Attor-
ney’s Office in September.
At the time, Moriarty
said she was disappointed
that some Minnesota
State Patrol 1

remainder of the released
footage.

The second clip from
Olson is much shorter,
and begins with him run-
ning toward the resi-
dence. The body camera
announces that video
recording has started,
implying this is a second,
separate video.

Someone — or possibly
more than one person —
is heard saying “he” has
a gun. The questions that
follow — “where is this
information coming
from?” and “who said
he’s got a gun?” — go
unanswered or, at least,
the answers are not
included in what was
released to the public on
Tuesday.

At one point, an inten-
tionally obscured person
— Gilbertson — comes
outside through a back
entrance. Law enforce-
ment announces that he’s
outside and tells him to
put his hands up.

Experience the Best
from Start to Finish!
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had refused to cooperate
with the investigation.
She also said her office
had found an indepen-
dent use-of-force expert to
consult on the case.

Cobb’s family and activ-
ists have called for Lon-
dregan to be prosecuted
and said they plan to sue
the Minnesota State
Patrol.

Per the troopers’ labor
contract, Londregan will
remain on paid leave
while an investigation by
the Department of Public
Safety’s Internal Affairs
Division is completed,
Col. Matt Langer, head of
the State Patrol, said in a
statement following the
charging decision.
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Gilbertson flees toward
the front of the residence
and returns inside.

Within about a minute,
Olson calls out.

“He’s throwing stuff
out the window,” he says,
immediately followed by,
“shots fired.”

In reviewing both
Olson and Brault’s body
camera footage, six sepa-
rate shots can be heard.

As officers are discuss-
ing whether to enter the
residence, Olson tells
Rasch, “there was still
gunfire after he threw
that out.”

The item Gilbertson
reportedly threw out the
window was later con-
firmed to be a gun. It’s
unclear whether Gilbert-
son had any weapons that
were not thrown out the
window, and it’s unclear
if any of the gunshots
were fired by Gilbertson.

It was later confirmed
that one of the undercov-
er officers tased

OUR SEAMLESS SIDING

NEW VEAR

Gilbertson and shot him
multiple times, but the
exact number of times
has not been released.

There is no body cam-
era footage from inside
the residence when the
shooting took place.

‘When other officers
enter the home, they find
Gilbertson on the floor —
seemingly facedown,
though much of this por-
tion of officers’ body
camera footage is inten-
tionally obscured for pri-
vacy and security
reasons.

One officer yells at Gil-
bertson to “stop resist-
ing.” Gilbertson’s legs
appear to be moving. A
thump is heard, but it’s
unclear what the source
of the sound was.

Officers are instructed
to get a medical kit and
call an ambulance. Brault
goes to retrieve the gun
thrown out the window.
All footage appears to end
around the same time,
though only Grabanski’s
video has timestamps. He
is not in the residence for
most of the aftermath;
instead, he is leading Gil-
bertson’s mother and
another person — whose
face is intentionally
obscured because he
declined to have his infor-
mation released, Hedlund
told the Herald — to be
seated in the back of two
separate law enforcement
vehicles.

At 12:27 p.m., as Gra-
banski enters the resi-
dence, his video footage
becomes completely pix-
elated. The video, still
muted, ends nearly four
minutes later.

The Minnesota Bureau
of Criminal Apprehen-
sion is investigating the
shooting. A complete
investigation typically
takes around two months.
The findings will be
shared with the Polk
County state’s attorney’s
office, where it will be
decided whether the
shooter’s actions were
justified, or if legal
action will be taken.
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Death of EGF man still under review at Polk County Attorney’s Office

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— More than seven
months after an East
Grand Forks man was
killed by a then-undercov-
er — but since identified

— police officer, it has not
been determined whether
criminal charges will be
filed against the officer.
Lucas Paul Gilbertson,
42, was shot multiple
times on Jan. 9, while at
his mother’s residence in
Rhinehart Township, Polk

County.

He later died while
undergoing surgery at
Altru Hospital, according

to a federal civil court doc-

ument later filed on
behalf of Gilbertson’s
father.

Law enforcement was at

the residence that day
because they received a tip
that Gilbertson was there.

Out on bond at the time
for a pending criminal
case, Gilbertson had a
warrant out for his arrest
due to alleged release
violations.

The acts leading up to
the shooting were caught
on four body
cameras;however, the
shooter — East Grand
Forks Police Officer Aeis-
50 Schrage — was not
wearing one, and he was
alone with Gilbertson

when shots rang out
inside the home.

Prior to the shooting,
Gilbertson is seen on
video running from offi-
cers around the perimeter
of the residence.

REVIEW on A8

Alerus
Center
preps for
2 nights
of Bryan

BY PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Country musician Zach
Bryan brings his “The
Quittin Time Tour” to the
Alerus Center on Sunday
and Monday; Aug. 25 and
26. Special guests will be
Matt Maeson and Levi
Turner.

On both nights, the
show starts at 7 p.m.

This will be Bryan’s
first appearance at the
Alerus Center, according
to Derek Hoffert, the facil-
ity’s assistant general
‘manager;, who's encourag-
ing everyone to “come out
and be a part of history!”

The Alerus does not
release projected or actual
attendance records, he
said, but the artist “has
already broken our atten-
dance records and tickets
are still available for both
nights.”

Tickets for Sunday’s
show range from $192 to
$420 and for Monday’s
show they range from $112
to $382. For tickets, visit
www.ticketmaster.com.

Bryan, a singer-song-
writer who blends
country, folk and rock
music, is known for

BRYAN on A8
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Tom Stromme lThe Bismarck Tribune
Rick Becker visits with a supporter at an election night party on June 11 in downtown Bismarck.

PROPERTY TAX PROPOSAL
CONCERNS ND MAYORS

Big-city mayars are against a plan to end property taxes as they currently
exist; proponent says their concerns are due to ‘fear-mongering’

BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS

he mayors of North
Dakota’s largest cities
are lining up against

a proposal that would
effectively shift the burden

of property taxes to the
state, rather than being
shouldered by property
owners.

The chairman of the
organization behind the
measure doesn’t quite
understand why the city
leaders are so strongly

against it.

“This is a very big
change. And as you know,
change is a very uncomfort-
able thing for people,” said
Rick Becker, of End Unfair
Property Tax, a group that’s
pushing passage of the pro-
posal. “For me, if I was an

elected official, I would be
excited about this. ... T
‘would take the opportunity
to say ‘this is a golden
opportunity. We are actually
in charge here. We can do
things that are the best fit
for our people.’ I think

TAX on A9

Grand Forks balloon artist contributes to DNC balloon drop

BY HANNAH SHIRLEY
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS —
Working as a balloon art-
ist for a major political
event has been on Misti
Kauffman’s bucket list for
years. Kauffman, owner
of Grand Forks-based
Balloons by Misti, imag-
ined doing work at a may-
oral event, or perhaps — if
she shot for the stars - a
governor’s event.

‘Watching her balloons
fall Thursday night at the

2024 Democratic National
Convention in Chicago
was surreal.

“It was just an amazing
feeling to watch it,” she
said. “Watching a balloon
drop never gets old. But
on that scale ... it’s just
amazing.”

Kauffman and her
daughter, Rebekah, were
two of 55 balloon artists
from 18 states and Cana-
da to contribute balloons
to the DNC balloon drop.
At more than 100,000 bal-
loons, Thursday’s balloon
drop was the largest to

ever occur at a political
convention, Kauffman
said.

She was contacted a
few weeks ago and asked
to join the group of bal-
loon artists, all friends
from throughout the bal-
loon artist community.
Together with the other
artists, Kauffman and
Rebekah traveled to Chi-
cago and spent a day and
a half inflating and tying
hundreds of 10- and
20-inch balloons.

“It was just a great
experience to be there

and see all the stuff that
‘was happening behind
the scenes that was abso-
lutely amazing,” she said.
“You don’t think of all
the things that go into an
event like that.”

The friends weren’t the
intended balloon artists
for the convention. The
group came together to
help one of their own —
Tommy DeLorenzo, the
owner of Chicago-based
Balloons by Tommy:
DeLorenzo was supposed

BALLOONS on A8

Screenshot/ NBC News
Balloons fall at the Democratic National Convention on
Thursday night in Chicago.
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NWAC calls for works that celebrate farm life

‘Around the Farm'’ exhibit to be shown
this winter in council's gallery at NCTC

BY PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald

WARREN, Minn. - The
Northwest Minnesota
Arts Council is seeking
submissions of original
artwork for an exhibit,
titled “Around the Farm,”
to be displayed this win-
ter in Thief River Falls.

The deadline for sub-
mitting entries, with a
limit of two per artist, is
Dec. 2.

The exhibit will be pre-
sented in January and
February in the council’s
gallery at Northland
Community and Techni-
cal College.

The types of artwork
that may be submitted
include collage, pen and
ink, photography, mosaic,
fiber arts, oil, acrylic,
sculpture, creative writ-
ing, mixed media and
printmaking.

The exhibit will feature
up to a dozen works by
featured artist Beau Bak-
ken, of Hallock,

Minnesota, as well as
entries from artists in
the council’s service
area: Kittson, Marshall,
Norman, Pennington,
Polk, Red Lake and
Roseau counties.

“Farming is more than
a job or a career,” Trey
Everett, the council’s
showcase specialist, said
in a news release. “It is
fundamental to (this
area’s) way of life, part
of our region’s cultural
identity and history;, and
deeply rooted in where
and how we live, work
and play.

“This art exhibit will
celebrate farm life and
farming, and will high-
light the importance of
agriculture in the lives
of residents of our north-
west Minnesota region
through art.”

Centered on the farm-
ing theme, the exhibit
will highlight farm
machinery, harvest,
farmland, agricultural
heritage, farm animals

Contributed

“Row of Rust,” a 2-foot-by-3-foot acrylic painting by
Beau Bakken of Hallock, Minnesota, is an example

of the works to be displayed this winter in the “Around
the Farm” exhibit in the Northwest Minnesota Arts
Council Gallery at Northland Community and Technical
College in Thief River Falls. Entries for the exhibit will be
accepted by the council until Dec. 2.

and farm life.

When submitting art-
work, the artist should
send an email with the
dimensions, medium,
title, sale price and their
hometown, along with a
photo of the art, to
treyeverettcreates@
gmail.com. The artwork
itself may be dropped off
at the council’s gallery at
the NCTC in Thief River
Falls in mid-December;
the exact date to be

determined.

For more information,
contact Everett at treyev-
erettereates@gmail.com
or (218) 280-4917; or visit
www.nwartscouncil.org
or northwestminnesota-
artscouncil.org/blog/
call-for-art-for-around-
the-farm-art-exhibit.

Knudson is a features
reporter at the Herald. Call
her at (701) 780-1107, (800)
477-6572 ext.1107 or email
pknudson@gfherald.com.

BALLOONS
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to be the DNC balloon
artist, but is in the midst
of cancer treatment.

Kauffman met DeLo-
renzo several years ago
at an Orlando balloon
conference where he was
an instructor. DeLorenzo
and his husband are
known in the balloon
community for their
work on the balloons for
the Chicago Pride Parade
each year.

“T'had known of him
for a very long time,”
Kauffman said. “I had
been a total fangirl. ...
He’s such an inspiration
to all the balloon artists
around the world.”

DeLorenzo has been in
and out of the hospital
for the last couple years
battling cancer, Kauff-
man said, and was in the
hospital for a stem cell
procedure at the same
time Kauffman and her
daughter were in Chica-
go preparing for the
convention.

Kauffman watched the
DNC balloon drop at a
Zoom watch party with
the other contributing

“Watching a
balloon drop
never gets old.”
MISTI KAUFFMAN

balloon artists. The
moment the balloons fell
was magical, she said.
“I can’t imagine what
the people actually stand-
ing underneath it must
have felt,” she said. “But
especially for like, my
daughter and I, we were
a little tearful thinking
of Tommy, because he’s
literally in the hospital
fighting for his life, and
knowing that every bal-
loon we all blew up was
done with love and hope
for him in his journey.”
Although the conven-
tion is behind her, the
Grand Forks small busi-
ness owner isn’t taking
any breaks. Bright and
early on Friday, the
morning after the bal-
loon drop, she was in
downtown Grand Forks,
setting up balloons for
the annual street fair.
Are there more politi-
cal events in her future?
“I hope so!” she said.
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Within approximately
one minute of him
returning inside, an offi-
cer yells that Gilbertson
is throwing “stuff” out of
the window, then says,
“shots fired.”

It was later confirmed
that Gilbertson threw a
gun out the window. Law
enforcement has not con-
firmed whether he fired
any of the shots, or if he
‘was armed with any other
weapons.

Reviewing the body
camera footage, the Her-
ald heard what appear to
be six shots.

Due to Schrage’s status
as an undercover officer
with the Pine to Prairie
Drug Task Force, he was
exempt from identifica-
tion under Minnesota law.
His identity was revealed,
though, when a lawsuit
was filed against him in
federal court.

Documentation from
the lawsuit, which was
filed in federal court by
Gilbertson’s father one
month after his son’s
death, says the gun found
outside the window was

shooting.

A month after the civil
case was opened, Schrage
filed a response to the
complaint, denying any
wrongdoing. Amended
pleadings in the civil case
are due by Oct. 31.

As is standard proce-
dure, the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension immediate-
ly took over the investiga-
tion into Schrage’s use of
deadly force against
Gilbertson.

The investigation typi-
cally takes around two
months, then BCA Public
Information Officer Bon-
ney Bowman told the Her-
ald in January.

It took approximately
six months for this inves-
tigation to conclude, and
the information to be
passed along to the county
attorney’s office.

Polk County Attorney
Greg Widseth, in a Mon-
day, Aug. 19, email to the
Herald, said most of the
investigation was forward-
ed to his office in May, but
the complete investigation
— including everything
necessary for a full review
— came in late June.

The full investigative

agency’s possession for
approximately two
months.

“The matter is still
under review by our
office,” Widseth wrote.
“We are short-staffed, and
we have been, and will
continue, to devote the
necessary time to this
case to conduct a thor-
ough review before mak-
ing a decision. Under the
circumstances, that takes
time.”

Clarence Huderle

Prior to Gilbertson’s
death, the most recent
fatal shooting of a Polk
County civilian carried
out by law enforcement
was the March 20, 2017,
death of Clarence Duane
Huderle.

Law enforcement was
called to a Northland
Township residence after
Huderle, 73, shot the win-
dow out of a mail carrier
vehicle, according to a
BCA press release.

A Polk County deputy
responded to the scene
and, while investigating,
was confronted with Hud-
erle — who was armed
with a rifle.

Huderle fired at the dep-

the release said. He ulti-
mately was shot and killed
by a U.S. Border Patrol
agent.

Huderle’s wife told law
enforcement her husband
was a veteran who suf-
fered from dementia that
had worsened over the
previous year and a half.
She said Huderle experi-

like traffic on their road
and refused to leave their
yard, according to a
Forum Communications
Co. article.

The BCA investigated
the death and turned its
findings over to the coun-
ty attorney’s office on
May 3, 2017. An article
published on the Herald

Sav Kelly / Grand Forks Herald
In this Herald file photo, area law enforcement block 445th Avenue SW in Rhinehart
Township, located in Polk County, Minnesota, on Jan. 9, after East Grand Forks
resident Lucas Gilbertson was shot by law enforcement.

the attorney’s office deter-
mined the shooting was
Jjustified.

The whole process took
163 days, or approximately
five months.

The time it took from
the report being turned
over to the attorney’s
office to a verdict being
reached was just shy of

not fired during the report has been in the uty, striking his vehicle, enced paranoia, did not website Aug. 30, 2017, said ~ four months.
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“I Remember Every-
thing,” a Grammy Award-
winning duet with Kacey
Musgraves, as well as the
hit song “Something in
the Orange.”

About his newest
album, “The Great Ameri-
can Bar Scene,” released
in July, Bryan said he is
the “proudest I've ever
been of a piece of work.”
The album features the
singles “Pink Skies” and
“Purple Gas,” a duet with
Canadian singer Noeline
Hofmann. Both songs
debuted in the top 20 on
Billboard’s Hot Country
Songs chart in June.

On Sunday and Monday,
event parking at the
Alerus is $15 and tailgat-
ing is encouraged, accord-
ing to an Alerus
announcement. Parking is
typically cheaper if paid
for in advance; visit www.
aleruscenter.com/plan-
your-visit/directions-
parking. Bus rides to the
concerts are being offered
by Southgate Casino Bar
and Grill, 2525 S.
Washington.

The center has listed

Contributed / D
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Zach Bryan was nominated for three 2024 Grammy
Awards — Best Country Album, Best Country Song and
Best Country Duo/Group Performance for “l Remember
Everything.” The latter won the Grammy in February.

the following schedule
(times are approximate):
the parking lot opens at 1
p.m., early doors open at
5:15 p.m. and public doors
open at 5:30 p.m. Use
entrances 1, 2 or 6.

Alist of prohibited
items is available at www.
aleruscenter.com. Smok-
ing areas and extra toilets
will be located outside
doors 2A and 8 and the
south arena overhead

door.
On both days, a Bud

Light Parking Lot Party is
planned, featuring live
music from 4 to 6 pm., a
Zach Bryan merchandise
trailer and limited conces-
sions. The party is set for
1-6 p.m. Sunday and 3-6
p.m. Monday.

Bryan, 28, who blends
folk, rock and country
styles, first drew music
fans’ attention while serv-
ing in the U.S. Navy when
he began recording songs
in his spare time and
uploading them online.

Navy granted him an hon-
orable discharge so he
could pursue a music
career full time. He struck
a deal with Warner
Records and became a
full-time performer on his
“Ain’t for Tamin’ Tour” in
October 2021.

His first major studio
album, ‘American Heart-
break,” released in 2022,
and his 2023 self-titled
album reached the top five
of the Billboard 200; the
latter debuted at the top.

The Academy of Coun-
try Music awarded him
the title “New Male Artist
of Year for 2022.”

Bryan was born in Oki-
nawa, Japan, where his
family lived as part of his
father’s deployment with
the U.S. Navy. He spent
most of his teenage years
in Oolagah, Oklahoma,
near Tulsa.

He received his first
guitar around the age 14
and began composing
songs.

Bryan enlisted in the
U.S. Navy at age 17, con-
tinuing a family legacy —
his parents, grandfather,
uncles and

in Washington and Flori-
da and did tours overseas
in Bahrain and Djibouti.

Bryan recorded his first
album, “DeAnn,” his late
mother’s middle name, in
2019, with the help of
Navy friends. In 2020, he
released another album,
“Elisabeth,” which includ-
ed his breakout single
“Heading South”. The
video, shot in Bryan’s
Navy barracks, garnered
millions of views.

Bryan made his debut
at the Grand Ole Opry in
Nashville in April 2021.

In 2023, he was nominat-
ed for the New Artist of

tion. He was also nominat-
ed for three 2024 Grammy
Awards: Best Country
Album, Best Country
Song and Best Country
Duo/Group Performance
for “I Remember Every-
thing.” The song won
Duo/Group Performance
in February 2024, giving
Bryan his biggest trophy
so far.

He has appeared, and
performed songs, in “Yel-
lowstone,” a Paramount
Network drama series,
starring Kevin Costner,
and several of his songs
have been included in the
TV series’ soundtrack.
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Polk County Attorney’s Office says no unlawful conduct
by law enforcement in death of East Grand Forks man

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— The Polk County Attor-
ney’s Office has found no
wrongdoing by police in
the death of an East
Grand Forks man who
‘was fatally shot Jan. 9.

In late June, the attor-
ney’s office received the
Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension’s
full report detailing its
investigation into the

incident. Reviewing the
documentation thorough-
1y for any potential
wrongful acts was a
months-long process, as
previously reported by
the Herald.

In a letter addressed to
BCA Special Agent Dan
Byron on Thursday, Sept.
12, which was shared
with the media Friday
afternoon, Sept. 13,

Polk County Attorney
Greg Widseth said he
found no basis for filing

criminal charges against
any of the officers
involved in the incident.
This includes East Grand
Forks Police Sgt. Aeisso
Schrage, who caused the
death of 42-year-old
Lucas Paul Gilbertson by
shooting him multiple
times.

Gilbertson was trans-
ferred to Altru Hospital,
where he later died in an
operating room, the letter
said.

Schrage is the only

person who used deadly
force against Gilbertson.
Schrage was undercover
at the time and therefore
not wearing a body cam-
era, so what the public
has been able to glean
about the incident
through video footage has
been limited.

“The issue then is
whether an objectively
reasonable officer would
have believed, based upon
the totality of the circum-
stances known to the

officer at the time and
without the benefit of
hindsight, that deadly
force was necessary to
protect himself or anoth-
er from death or great
bodily harm,” Widseth
wrote. “In viewing all of
the evidence in this case,
1 conclude that the use of
deadly force by Sgt.
Schrage was justified and
immediately necessary in
this case based upon the

DEATH on A15

Annual KEM Shrine parade brings
Potato Bowl festivities downtown

The annual procession began at 9 a.m. Saturday in downtown Grand Forks

GRAND FORKS

evelers came out
for the annual
KEM Shrine

Potato Bowl Parade on
Saturday, Sept. 14.

The procession began
at 9 a.m. and made its

way along DeMers Ave-
nue through downtown
Grand Forks into East
Grand Forks.

The festivities were in
preparation for the
annual Potato Bowl, with
UND hosting Idaho State.

Eric Hylden/Grand Forks Herald
2 year-old Shea and 5 year-old Leo Thorstenson stand
by for candy at Saturday’s Potato Bowl parade.

Eric Hylden/Grand Forks Herald
Members of the Red River High School marching band perform in Saturday’s parade.

Eric Hylden/Grand Forks Herald

Zach Cantera covers his ears as a semi-truck blows its horn in Saturday’s parade.
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Cramer:
reservation
food delays
a ‘massive
failure’

USDA
consolidation
has ‘left families
without a vital
food source,
Cramer’s office
said.

STAFF REPORTS
Grand Forks Herald

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Delivery delays of the
Food Distribution Pro-
gram on Indian Reserva-
tions (FDPIR) have been a
“massive failure,” accord-
ing to Sen. Kevin Cramer.

Cramer, R-ND, spoke
with Mary Greene-Trotti-
er, director of the Tribe’s
Food Distribution Pro-
gram and president of
the National Association
of FDPIR, about the
issue, according to a
release issued by the sen-
ator’s office. The program
allows low-income fami-
lies on reservations to
order fresh food, but,
since the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA)
consolidated the program
into a single distributor,
“incomplete, delayed and
missed deliveries have
left families without a
vital food source,” the
release said. Across the
country, including North
Dakota, the program
serves 276 tribes.

“Participants were
promised a smooth tran-
sition, but instead were
met with disruptions and
shortages of staple items
like flour and canned
goods,” Cramer said in a
statement. “Despite warn-
ings from tribal partners
about the implementation
timeline for distributor
consolidation, USDA
ignored them and pro-
ceeded anyway.”

Cramer and Greene-
Trottier’s conversation
revolved around the
impact of the delays on

CRAMER on A2

THE VAULT

Christian extremists, with help from the Nazis,
shaped American politics of intolerance, exclusion

BYC.S.HAGEN
Forum News Service

NOTE: This is the first
story in a three-part series
based on Forum News Ser-
vice research to track
Christian extremist views
over the past century.

MEDINA, N.D. —
Before North Dakota
farmer and tax protester
Gordon Kahl shot down
two federal marshals
near Medina, North
Dakota, in February 1983,
Cody Schuler’s family
never locked their doors.

“I was a little kid when
the Posse Comitatus stuff
happened and our town
was one of the towns
‘where they were very
active,” said Schuler, who
is now the advocacy man-
ager for the American
Civil Liberties Union of
North Dakota.

He lived near rural

Highway 30 where Kahl,
his 23-year-old son Yorie,
David Broer and Vernon
‘Wagner left US Marshal
Ken Muir and Deputy
Marshal Robert Cheshire
dead. Three other officers
were wounded in the
shootout. Kahl’s subse-
quent escape kicked off a
nationwide manhunt.

“That was when we
started locking our doors
on the farm. Because we
lived right off of High-
way 30 and that supposed-
ly was his escape route,”
Schuler said.

His family heard about
the shooting on the radio
while they were coming
home from Bismarck.

“When we got home my
dad locked my mom and
me in the car and he went
and swept the house to
make sure nobody was
hiding. Then we went in
and locked the door. And

that’s when we started

locking our door, from

that moment forward,”
Schuler said. “My aunt
did the same thing.”

The violence that the
Posse Comitatus — an
anti-government and
anti-taxation group root-
ed in Christian identity
beliefs — brought to
North Dakota created a
culture shift that is still
felt to the present day,
Schuler said.

“More recently, with
some of the various polit-
ical movements that have
happened in our state [
have often thought about
that moment because I
wonder about the
throughline. That politi-
cal throughline from Gor-
don Kahl to intersecting
the work that I do today
where you have organiza-
tions who are calling on
book bans and those

kinds of things,” Schuler
said.

A deep undercurrent of
intolerance and exclusion
in American politics
broke into the main-
stream in the upper Mid-
west in the 1930s, garner-
ing support from isola-
tionist politicians,
preachers, laymen and
historical figures. They
schemed to replace
democracy with an exclu-
sively Christian and fas-
cist government, and
although eventually
stopped by federal
authorities, the threads
‘were never untangled.

They changed names
continuing under names
like: Naziism, militias,
Christian nationalism —
the belief that a nation
should be defined by
Christianity, exclusively,
and that the government
should take active steps

Contributed / US Library of Congress
The German American Bund, or Nazi Bund, marching
on East 86th Street New York City on Oct. 30, 1937.

to keep it that way — and
other antisemitic, anti-
government
organizations.

‘Whenever Schuler sees
reports about the resur-
gence of extremist Chris-
tian views, he has one
thought: “This feels very
much like 1983,”” Schuler
said.

The throughline
In the 1930s, dozens of

senators and congress-
men disguised hatred and
intolerance as duty to
God and country, reflect-
ing popular views and
acting as incubators for
right wing Christian
extremism today, accord-
ing to hate group expert
and attorney Daniel
Levitas.

EXTREMISTS on A3
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newspaper reports, some
of the people Langer list-
ed in his Senate speech
included:

+ James True, from New
Orleans, a “gun toter”
and writer who believed
the U.S. government was
ruled by the Hidden
Hand, a Jewish cabal, and
patented a lead-weighted
billy club called the
“kike-killer.”

+ Ernest Elmhurst,
from New York, leader of
the Christian Mobilizers,
aviolent faction of
Father Coughlin’s Chris-
tian Front. He was also a
member of the American
Nazi Bund.

» George Deatherage,
from Minnesota, an engi-
neer and a one time
national commander of
the Ku Klux Klan,
acknowledged he had ties
to Nazi propaganda
sources. He helped plan a
coup with 13-man armed
militia groups after the
1940 elections.

+ Howard V. Broen-
strupp, of Washington,
plotted with a medical
doctor and the Silver
Shirts to have Roosevelt
declared unfit to be com-
mander in chief.

+ Lois de Lafayette
‘Washburn, of Washing-
ton, claimed to be nobili-
ty. She was a founder of
antisemitic groups in
Chicago and Washington
‘who worked closely with
the Silver Shirts and
Coughlin to violently
overthrow democracy
and set up a “Christian
Commonwealth.”

« Eugene N. Sanctuary,

from New York, a retired
Army colonel who
worked with Christian
fascist Silver Shirts orga-
nization. He kept copies
of “virtually every Nazi
and Fascist publication”
at his home, called Ger-
mania Bookstore.

+ Gerald B. Winrod,
from Kansas, revivalist
preacher who visited
Nazi Germany in 1934
and “returned with
enough cash to pay all his
debts.” He published
“Defender” magazine
that had 125,000 circula-
tion mostly in the
Midwest.

After receiving a letter
in 1951 from Eva Sanberg-
er, wife of Col. Martin
Sandberger, a high-rank-
ing SS official convicted
of war crimes against
Jews, Langer lobbied the
U.S. High Commissioner
for Germany to grant the
Nazi official a reprieve
from death.

Martin was sentenced
to death by hanging dur-
ing the Nuremberg trial
for “willingly and enthu-
siastically” orchestrating
the “special treatment”
or mass murder of thou-
sands of Jews and com-
munists in Estonia and
Latvia and for rounding
up Jews in Italy to be
deported to Auschwitz
concentration camp.

Langer succeeded. “I
am sure that you and
your children must be
very happy that the life
of your husband and
their father has been
spared and can look to
the days ahead with
renewed faith and cour-
age. With kindest
regards, and every good

Contributed / US Library of Congress
The Ku Klux Klan parade on Sept. 13, 1926 on
Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. The U.S.
Capitol is in the background.

wish, I am sincerely, WL.”

Sandberger was
released 13 years later.
Before his natural death
in 2010, he became the
“highest ranking member
of the SS known to be
alive,” and then died at 98
years of age.

Reporting for this story
was based on interviews,
declassified FBI files,
Congressional records,
US Library of Congress,
University of North
Dakota Scholarly Com-
mons, and many articles
from the time period pub-
lished by newspapers and
media outlets including:
the Minneapolis Daily

Times, the Pittsburgh
Press, the Pigeon Prog-
ress, the Berkshire Eagle,
the Star Tribune, the
Daily News, the Atchison
Daily News, The Forum,
Bismarck Tribune, the
Omaha World-Herald, the
Evening Courier, the Bal-
timore Sun, PBS, the
Times Herald, the
Modesto Bee, the Los
Angeles Times, the Daily
American, the People’s
Voice, the Sun-Journal,
and many more.

Readers can reach Forum
reporter C.S. Hagen at 701-
241-5535 or at cshagen@
forumecomm.com.

DEATH
CONTINUED from Al

totality of
circumstances.”

At the time of the inci-
dent, Gilbertson had
more than a dozen crimi-
nal charges pending in
Polk County relating to
theft, firearm and drug
possession. There was
more than one warrant
out for his arrest.

Widseth states in the
letter that law enforce-
ment had made two earli-
er attempts to arrest Gilb-
ertson — once in August
2023 and again in October
2023 — and were unsuc-
cessful. During the sec-
ond attempt, Gilbertson
allegedly threw a mirror
and pushed a dresser
down the stairs toward
officers before he fled.

In November 2023,
someone told a deputy
Gilbertson thought the
EGFPD was out to get
him and meant to hurt or
kill him. Gilbertson “said
that he would not go
alone and would take
someone with him,” the
letter said.

He also allegedly said
he thought police were
trying to have sexual rela-
tions with his wife and
had been stealing his
property. He expressed
wanting to purchase a car
to get out of the state of
Minnesota, according to
the letter.

On Jan. 8, a known
individual reported see-
ing Gilbertson at his
mother’s Rhinehart
Township residence that
morning driving a snow-
mobile, wearing camou-
flage and appearing to be
on drugs due to his
movements.

The next day, the indi-
vidual reported they
believed Gilbertson was
once again at the
residence.

“Gilbertson had estab-
lished by his conduct that
he was not going to allow
himself to be arrested on
the outstanding warrants
since he already had for-
feited $72,000 in bonds,
was facing 20 or more
years in prison if he was
convicted on the pending
charges, had fled from
law enforcement officers
on multiple occasions,
and was apparently seek-
ing to flee the state,”
Widseth wrote in his
letter.

There was also evi-
dence Gilbertson could be
armed, as he had been in
the past. Due to all the

cumulative information
officers had, they consid-
ered Gilbertson armed,
dangerous, a flight risk
and a serious threat to
public safety; the letter
said.

Arriving at the Rhine-
hart Township residence,
law enforcement had a
uniformed deputy knock
on the door to speak with
Gilbertson’s mother and
inquire about whether
her son was there. After
some conversation, she
asked the deputy to give
her five minutes. Officers
on the scene believed it
was apparent Gilbertson
was inside.

At one point, Gilbert-
son exited a rear door of
the residence, apparently
attempting to flee on a
snowmobile parked near-
by. Confronted by officers,
he ran back inside. One
of the people who’d been
inside the residence with
Gilbertson advised law
enforcement that he had
agun.

Officers repeatedly
advised Gilbertson to sur-
render, but he refused.
They entered the resi-
dence from both the back
and front entrances.

Schrage reported he
was confronted by Gilb-
ertson in the hallway. Gil-
bertson pointed the gun

unsuccessfully attempted
to tase Gilbertson —
which a non-police wit-
ness corroborated.

Gilbertson fled into a
bedroom and out of
Schrage’s sight.

“Unknown to Sgt.
Schrage, upon retreating
into the bedroom, Lucas
Gilbertson had thrown
the handgun out of a bed-
room window,” the letter
said. “Sgt. Schrage
reported that Lucas Gilb-
ertson then rushed out
towards him, and he shot
Lucas Gilbertson.”

The gun Gilbertson
threw out the window
was later determined to
be a silver .357 revolver
that was fully loaded with
live ammunition.

There were mere sec-
onds between the time
Gilbertson threw the gun
out of the window and
when he was shot, and
there is no evidence that
Schrage knew he was
unarmed, the letter said.

“More importantly,
Lucas Gilbertson did not
indicate in any way that
he was unarmed at that
point in time or that he
intended to voluntarily
surrender,” Widseth
wrote.

Gilbertson was shot at
six times and struck four.

In his letter, Widseth

suggestion is not support-
ed by any evidence.
Squad car video taken
from in front of the resi-
dence shows that, when
Schrage entered the
home, he was holding
only his taser, the letter
said. Additionally,
Schrage was among those
who immediately tried to
render aid to Gilbertson
after he’d been shot.
“There is no dispute
that Lucas Gilbertson’s
death was a tragedy, but
the evidence establishes
that it was his own volun-

OBITUARY

Allen “Pappy”

Gonsorowski
Allen Louis
Gonsorowski, fondly

known as Pappy, was
born on January 22,
1949, in St. Paul, MN,
to Florian and Martha
Gonsorowski. Not long
after, the family moved
to the Grand Forks area
where his parents built
their family business. Al
was shaped by his parents’ values, growing into a
man known for his hard work, sense of adventure,
and big-hearted kindness - gifts he shared as he
always made new friends wherever he went.

As a young boy, Al's love of sports and can-do
attitude took hold. He devoted himself to baseball
and track, became a record-setting long jumper at
East Grand Forks High School while making
lifelong friends.

After graduating from EGF High in 1967, Al
headed to MSU Moorhead and earned a
bachelor's degree in journalism. His knack for
striking up conversations with just about anyone
served him well during his 20+ year journalism and
teaching career. Throughout his life, Al always
found his way back to the ballfield, serving as a
baseball and softball umpire for over 40 years,
traveling around the country calling balls and
strikes with his signature “ouuuuuuut” cry.

Al married Robin (Perman), and together they
raised Tyson and Kai. He loved his time with his
children and grandchildren. He would share a love
of fishing the Minnesota lakes with Tyson and
would become a fixture at Kai's track meets and
volleyball matches. Al and Robin later moved to
Colorado, where Al's love of travel blossomed. He
roamed the U.S. and South America, falling for
Cuenca, Ecuador, where he eventually settled in
2022. Al became known there as the friendly expat
who gave apples to bus drivers, cookies and other
sweets to kids, and fresh pairs of sneakers to
locals in need. He traveled the country by bus,
snapping pictures and making friends until his very
last day.

On June 27, 2024, Al was called to his heavenly
home. He will be dearly missed by his children,
Tyson Gonsorowski and Kai Peters (Michael);
grandchildren, Teddy and Quinn Peters; siblings,
Dale (Duanna), Marlene (John), and Glen; and a
whole lot of family and friends. He was preceded
in death by his parents, Florian and Martha
Gonsorowski.

A memorial service will be held at 10 a.m.,
Friday, September 27, 2024, at St. Joseph Catholic
Church in Moorhead, MN, followed by a fellowship
at Lindenwood Rotary Shelter in Fargo, ND. In lieu
of flowers, the family asks that any memorials be
made in Al's name to The Fargo Parks Foundation
(https://app.givingheartsday.org/#/charity/1499),
where he spent countless hours umpiring softball.
The next time you're at Anderson Softball Complex,
look for a new bench dedicated to Al and
remember him with a smile.

tary actions (refusing to
obey the law and court
orders, pointing a loaded
revolver directly at Sgt.
Schrage, and retreating
into the bedroom and
then rushing out towards
Sgt. Schrage) and inac-
tions (refusing to comply
with the officers’ com-
mands and to surrender

DEATH NOTICE
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Dean Markel

Aug. 9, 1934 - Sept.
12, 2024
FARGO, N.D. - Dean

peacefully despite being
given multiple opportuni-
ties to do so) that ulti-
mately lead to his death,”
Widseth wrote. “Law
enforcement officers have
a dangerous job, and no
officer is required to wait
for a suspect to shoot first
when dealing with an
armed suspect who has
made clear he has no
intent to surrender and
appears willing to kill

Markel, 90, Hoople, N.D.,
died Thursday, Sept. 12,
in Fargo.

Visitation will be from
10-11 a.m., followed by a
funeral at 11 am,
Tuesday, Sept. 17, at First

Lutheran Church in
Hoople.
Arrangements by

Askew Funeral Home.
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writes that a few individ-
uals have suggested
Schrage intended to kill
Gilbertson from the out-
set that day, but that

directly at Schrage, call-
ing him by name and
swearing at him, the let-
ter said.

Schrage first
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others in order to avoid
going back to prison, as
the evidence (demon-
strates) Lucas Gilbertson
was on January 9, 2024.”

in a fun and exci

The Grand Forks
Herald will be holding
our next online auction
full of gift certificates
and merchandise from
local businesses
Monday, October 7 -
Monday, October 14, 2024

DON’T
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Accounts vary in details of fatal Polk County shooting

Attorney’s office narrative conflicts with East Grand Forks sergeant’s

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— Attorneys for Polk
County and the shooter
have not responded to

questions regarding a dis-

crepancy in narratives
about a fatal shooting by
police in East Grand

Polk County Attorney’s
Office issued a statement
saying it found no wrong-
doing by law enforcement
in the January incident
that led to an East Grand
Forks man’s death.

A Herald reader point-
ed out the discrepancy
between the Polk County
narrative and the officer’s

filing. The Herald
reached out to attorneys
in the civil case on Tues-
day, Sept. 17, but had not
received comment by 5
p.m. Wednesday.

The incident occurred
at a Rhinehart Township
residence on Jan. 9 after
law enforcement received
reports that Lucas Paul

supervised release viola-
tions, 42-year-old Gilbert-
son had been evading law
enforcement for months,
according to a Thursday,
Sept. 12, letter Polk Coun-
ty Attorney Greg Widseth
sent to the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension after
reviewing its report of

failed to surrender,
attempted to flee, and
ultimately was shot four
times. He was pro-
nounced dead in an Altru
operating room.

His shooter, East Grand
Forks Police Sgt. Aeisso
Schrage, was sued the fol-
lowing month by Gilbert-
son’s father, Rodney Paul

used, among other
complaints.

Most of what occurred
in the moments leading
up to the shooting was
publicly unknown —
because Schrage had
been undercover and was
not wearing a body cam-
era — until documents
were filed in the civil

Forks. own report, which is Gilbertson was there. the fatal shooting. Romuld, who argues
On Friday, Sept. 13, the ~ detailed in a civil court Wanted for alleged Gilbertson allegedly unreasonable force was SHOOTING on A14
SHAPING MINNESOTA

CLIMATE CHANGE'S IMPACT ON
ITASCA STATE PARK AND T
STATE'S FUTURE

Board
decision
faces

challenge

GFPS faces two
legal complaints

BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - A
Grand Forks Public
Schools teacher who
argued before the School
Board this summer his
contract was improperly
reduced has taken his
case to court.

A lawsuit filed Monday
in Grand Forks County
District Court argues
School Board members
were in the wrong when
they voted July 24 to
reject band teacher Dave
Christianson’s claim the
district improperly
reduced his teaching con-
tract when he was moved
from Red River High
School to an elementary
teaching position.

Mike Geirmann, gener-
al counsel for statewide
teachers union North
Dakota United, is repre-
senting Christianson in
the suit.

Christianson, who con-
ducted and supervised
several student bands as
well as supervising choir,
‘was reassigned from the
high school in June after
Principal Kris Arason
blamed Christianson for
two pranks conducted by
student band members
during Red River’s gradu-
ation rehearsal and sub-
sequent ceremony.

As a result of the move,
Christianson lost his

LAWSUIT on A3

BY SHANNON GEISEN
Park Rapids Enterprise

ould climate
change turn
Minnesota into

Kansas?

Lee E. Frelich, director
of the University of Min-
nesota Center for Forest
Ecology, addressed this
question during his pre-
sentation on Saturday,
Sept. 13 at Itasca State
Park in Park Rapids,
Minnesota.

Frelich explained that
the park lies near the con-
vergence of three biomes:
boreal forest, temperate
forest and prairie.

Scientific research is
exploring how those
biomes could shift in low-
versus high-warming
scenarios.

A 9- to 10-degree
increase in summer mean
temperatures “would
make this place like
north-central Kansas,” he
said, whereas a 4- to
5-degree increase will
change the landscape to
something similar to
Granite Falls, Minn.
Frelich said Itasca State
Park would then become
“prairie, with light vege-
tation” between oaks.

“There’s a few prelimi-
nary indications that
maybe we’ll be able to
avoid the high scenario,
but if we look at the high

Shannon Geisen / Enterprise

Summer mean temperatures, precipitation and CO2 emissions could alter Itasca State Park’s landscape by 2070.
The park’s pine forest is particularly at risk, according to climatologist Lee E. Frelich.

scenario, we would expect
all of our tree ranges to
shift north by about 300
miles,” he explained.

“Minnesota is the edgi-
est state in the union,” he
continued, adding almost
every tree species native
to Minnesota has its

range limit in the state.

When summer mean
temperatures are between
64 and 65 degrees, both
boreal and temperate sap-
lings grow equally well in
northern Minnesota,
Frelich said.

A study has shown, he

said, that as summer
temps rise, temperate spe-
cies thrive. Examples are
bur oak, red oak, bass-
‘wood, sugar maple, red
maple and yellow birch.
This means Itasca Park
would lose boreal species,
like black spruce, white

spruce, balsam fire, jack
pine, red pine, quaking
aspen and paper birch.
Boreal species prefer
cooler summer averages,
below 59.5 degrees.
Temperate forests are

CLIMATE on A2

Grand Forks Region EDC receives two
awards for economic development initiatives

STAFF REPORTS
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - The
Grand Forks Region Eco-
nomic Development Cor-
poration received two
awards during the Inter-
national Economic Devel-
opment Council’s confer-
ence in Denver.

The awards were given
to the EDC for its
InternGF program and
the “Greater Grand
Forks: Way Cooler Than
You Think!” video series.
IEDC is an international
organization of economic
developers and gives
awards to organizations,
programs, projects and
initiatives that lead to
significant positive
impacts on the communi-
ties where they occur.

The EDC received sil-
ver in the multimedia

promotion category
award for the “Greater
Grand Forks: Way Cooler
Than You Think! ” video
series, which showcases
rural communities of
Grand Forks counties and
what makes them desir-
able places to live, and
received a bronze talent
development and reten-
tion award for the
InternGF program. The
program was started in
2018 and helps companies
augment the cost of
wages for interns.
According to the EDC’s
2023 report on the
InternGF program, 66.7%
of participants were still
living and working in the
Grand Forks area.
“Workforce attraction
and development is a top
priority for businesses
located in the Grand
Forks region, and for

companies looking to
expand to the area,”
Keith Lund, EDC presi-
dent and CEO said in a
statement. “T need to con-
gratulate EDC Director
of Workforce Develop-
ment Becca Cruger and
the incredible team of
dedicated professionals
that drive these and other
critical initiatives. Their
work is truly making a
positive impact in the
Grand Forks region.”

Cruger added that she
is honored that the EDC
has received the award
and recognition for the
community effort.

“Each day, our office
focuses on what we can
do to grow and expand
our region’s workforce
through programs and
initiatives like InternGF
and the Cooler rural
video series. I am

honored and humbled
that the EDC has been
selected to receive these
international awards,”
Cruger said in the state-
ment. “I am grateful for
the EDC investors who
continue allocating
resources to allow us to
do this work. I am also
grateful for the amazing
partnership with the
‘UND Center For Innova-
tion which provides fund-
ing and programmatic
support to keep InternGF
running.”

IEDC President and
CEO Nathan Ohle said
the Grand Forks EDC is
exactly what economic
development should look
like.

“The Grand Forks
Region EDC is setting the
standard of excellence for
economic development
with its InternGF

Contributed / Grand Forks Region EDC

EDC Director of Workforce Development Becca Cruger
holding the bronze and silver awards the EDC received
from the IEDC during the conference.

internship funding pro-
gram and Greater Grand
Forks: Way Cooler Than
You Think! rural video
project,” Ohle said in the
statement. “This award
highlights the EDC’s com-
mitment to its communi-
ty and demonstrates the

transformative impact of
economic development. It
is with great pride that
IEDC presents this award
to the Grand Forks
Region EDC, celebrating
their leadership and inno-
vation in the field of eco-
nomic development.”
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Grand Forks County approves 2025 budget with 2.93 mill levy reduction

BYMATTHEW VOIGT
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - The
Grand Forks County Com-
mission passed its 2025
budget during its meeting
Tuesday night with a 2.93
mill levy reduction.

The reduction means
that Grand Forks County
residents on average will
see roughly a 1.45%
increase in their county
property taxes or $14.22
more based on the median
home and average proper-
ty valuation increase. The
county is levying a total of
91.57 mills, or $34,694,002,
in 2025.

During the public hear-
ing, no one spoke, but

there was discussion
among the commissioners
about ways to further cut
the budget, like cutting
funding to the historical
society or the library. Nei-
ther gained much traction
and the final budget was
very close to what the
commission passed in
August.

The big reduction is
mainly due to the levy for
the airport being cut in
half. Both the city and the
county levy for Grand
Forks International Air-
port. When the city decid-
ed to cut its airport levy in
half, the county levy,
which wasn’t really in
play, would have begun
being exercised without
any action by the

commission. That would
have monetarily not
changed much for taxpay-
ers, but would have looked
like the county increasing
taxes when the only thing
changing was where the
taxes were being paid to.
According to County
Auditor Debbie Nelson,
the county will likely have
alevy increase in 2026, as
the county will likely no
longer be able to continue
to buy down the levy with
cash reserves. While the
reserves are within recom-
mended guidelines, there
isn’t enough to continue to
keep the levy buy down.
“We're really going to
need to find a solution to
this rather than just pay-
ing cash,” Commissioner

Kimberly Hagen said.

Commission Chair Dave
Engen added, “This bud-
get is probably easier than
they’re going to be the
next coming years; we're
going to have to pay very
close attention.”

‘What the budget next
year will look like is still a
ways off and a vote on
whether to eliminate prop-
erty taxes on market valu-
ation away. The referen-
dum that’s on the ballot
this fall would dramatical-
ly change how local gov-
ernments fund them-
selves, especially when a
majority of their funding
comes from property
taxes.

The commissioners did
think the county needs to

look into diversifying its
revenue streams, moving
away from being so reliant
on property taxes. The
county, once it’s no longer
able to buy down the mill
levy, will likely be near the
60 mill cap allowed for the
general fund.

“We can nickel and
dime the budget, absolute-
ly I totally agree with you,
but when it comes to the
long-range plan, how can
we broaden our resources
instead of, ‘Well, we're
going to be capped off at
60 mills?”” Commissioner
Cynthia Pic said. “How
can we broaden our reve-
nue sources so that we
continue to provide the
services that are mandat-
ed in legislation?”

In other news, the
commission:
« Approved a change
order to reglaze all the
deteriorating terracotta of
the Grand Forks County
Courthouse dome. The
ongoing rehabilitation
process was started earlier
this year and the change
order will have to be
approved by the state his-
torical commission, which
may take some time.
« Approved aligning the
county’s spring load limits
on roads to align with the
states. The move will pro-
vide clarity to both freight
haulers and law enforce-
ment according to County
Engineer Nick West.

Northwest Regional
Corrections Center
inmate pleads guilty to
assault of fellow inmate

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— A Fort Yates, North
Dakota, man who is cur-
rently being held at the
Northwest Regional Cor-
rections Center changed
his plea Tuesday, Sept. 17,
in an assault case against
afellow inmate.

Christopher Paul James
Morrison, 24, was charged
with felony first- and
third-degree assault after
throwing boiling water on
another inmate, according
to a probable cause state-
ment filed in the case.

Morrison pleaded guilty
to the lesser charge, and
will be sentenced at 9 a.m.

the correctional center,
where a man was
observed with burns on
his chest, arm, shoulder,
neck and back, according
to the statement. In some
areas, his skin had peeled
off, revealing large
wounds.

The man said he had
been working out and saw
Morrison speaking to his
cellmate. He suspected
they were up to some-
thing; Morrison was
microwaving water for
seemingly no reason, the
statement said.

‘While he was doing laps
around the unit, the man
said Morrison approached
and poured two cups of
boiling water on him. A

Thursday, Sept. 19. physical altercation
On March 24, a sheriff’s ~ ensued.
deputy was dispatched to
BRIEFS

Sherburne County
man killed in Monday
night crash

LIVONIA TOWNSHIP,
Minn. — A Sherburne
County man was killed
Monday night, Sept. 16, in
a one-vehicle crash.

Michael A. Calavicci,
48, of Zimmerman, was
traveling on 112th Street
Northwest at about 7 p.m.
Monday when his Hum-
mer H3 left the road near
233rd Avenue and
crashed, according to a
Sherburne County Sher-
iff’s Office news release.

Calavicci was trapped
inside the vehicle, and
extrication was required
to remove him, according
to the release.

Despite medical inter-
vention, Calavicci was
pronounced dead at the
scene, according to the
release. No further infor-
mation was provided.

Rochester crash
leaves State Patrol
trooper, another
driver with minor
injuries

ROCHESTER — A Min-
nesota State Patrol troop-
er was responding to a

call about a driving com-
plaint on Tuesday morn-
ing, Sept. 17, when the
trooper and another driv-
er collided in Rochester.

The crash occurred
around 7:50 a.m. at the
intersection of 19th
Street Northwest and
West Frontage Road in
Rochester, near Highway
52, a statement from Min-
nesota State Patrol said.
The squad car’s emergen-
cy lights were activated at
the time of the crash.

The trooper and other
driver sustained minor
injuries.

“We are thankful that
no one was seriously hurt
in this incident,” Col.
Christina Bogojevic said
in a statement. “We
understand that this situ-
ation may raise concerns
within the community,
and we want to assure
you that we are commit-
ted to a thorough
investigation.”

Bogojevic said the
Rochester Police Depart-
ment is handling the
investigation.

Forum News Service
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Thief River Falls man sentenced to 74 months for
intentionally striking motorcyclist with pickup

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

PENNINGTON COUN-
TY, Minn. — A Thief
River Falls man was sen-
tenced Tuesday, Sept. 17,
to a little more than six
years for intentionally
striking a motorcyclist
with his pickup, causing
great bodily harm.

Paul Gregory Piche, 37,
was originally charged
with three felonies: sec-
ond-degree attempted
murder, first-degree
assault causing great
bodily harm and second-
degree assault with a
dangerous weapon. He
was also charged with
gross misdemeanor
harassment.

Piche agreed to offer a
Norgaard guilty plea to
the first-degree assault
charge, meaning he
acknowledges there’s
enough evidence to con-
vict him, but he cannot
admit to the crime
because he can’t remem-
ber committing it.

The three remaining

charges were dismissed.

A sheriff’s deputy was
dispatched to the Seven
Clans Casino on May 23,
2022, after receiving a
report of a crash between
a pickup and motorcycle,
according to a probable
cause statement filed in
the case.

The investigation
revealed that Piche fol-
lowed a woman in her
vehicle and was confront-
ed by her husband at the
casino, where he arrived
on his motorcycle to meet
them. After a verbal con-
frontation, the man drove
off, and Piche followed,
striking the back of his
motorcycle, the statement
said.

T he man ended up on
the ground, but got back
to his feet while Piche
was backing up his truck.
Piche then accelerated
toward the man, striking
and throwing him into
the ditch, the statement
said. He sped off and
could not be located for
approximately three
hours.

The man suffered
bruised ribs and a frac-
tured arm, according to
court documents.

Prior to sentencing, a
memorandum was filed
by the defense that
requested a downward
departure from the mini-
mum mandatory sen-
tence, citing Piche’s his-
tory of mental health
issues and the fact that he
had been unmedicated at
the time of the crime. For
a time after his arrest,
Piche was found incompe-
tent to stand trial; howev-
er, once his medications
were in order, there were
fewer if any issues.

A more recent evalua-
tion, done in February of
this year, explained that
Piche may have believed
his life was in danger. He
spoke about the man ver-
bally threatening him, as
well as advancing on him
with a weapon.

Security footage
showed the man reaching
into his pocket while act-
ing confrontational after
first being struck by

Piche’s pickup, the memo-
randum said. This may
be why Piche struck the
man a second time.

The general consensus,
among medical profes-
sionals who evaluated
Piche as well as those
known to him who were
interviewed, seemed to be
that when he takes his
medications, he doesn’t
get into any trouble.

The defense requested
that Piche be granted a
stayed sentence, meaning
he would only serve addi-
tional time if he violated
probation. Piche was ulti-
mately sentenced to 74
months.

Under Minnesota’s two-
thirds rule, he will serve
approximately 49 months
in custody and the rest on
supervised release. With
credit for 846 days served,
this leaves Piche to spend
a little less than 21
months at the Minnesota
Correctional Facility in
St. Cloud.

SHOOTING
CONTINUED from A1

case.

In Schrage’s answer to
the civil complaint, filed
March 7, he states that
upon entering the resi-
dence in pursuit of Gilb-
ertson, the man pointed a
gun at him.

Schrage deployed his
Taser but missed, so he
switched to his handgun
“as Gilbertson ducked
toward a window he had
shattered moments
earlier.”

The window had been
shattered when Gilbert-
son threw a gun out of it,
according to previously
released documentation.

Schrage “feared that
Gilbertson was planning
to shoot and kill (Pine to
Prairie Drug Task Force)
agents who were just out-
side the shattered win-
dow, or that he was plan-
ning to re-engage and
shoot and kill him, so he
discharged his firearm,
striking Gilbertson.”

Most of this narrative

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT/
SUPPLIES

corresponds with the
events detailed in Wids-
eth’s letter, but there are
differences. After the
Taser missed, Widseth
wrote that Gilbertson
“fled into a bedroom and
out of Sgt. Schrage’s
sight.”

“Unknown to Sgt.
Schrage, upon retreating
into the bedroom, Lucas
Gilbertson had thrown
the handgun out of a
bedroom window. Sgt.
Schrage reported that
Lucas Gilbertson then
rushed out towards him,
and he shot Lucas
Gilbertson.”

The discrepancy: Did
Gilbertson duck toward
the shattered window, or
charge directly at
Schrage?

Seeking clarification,
the Herald reached out to
Schrage’s attorneys and
‘Widseth on Tuesday
morning, Sept. 17, but
did not receive comment
by 5 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 18.

The Herald requested a
transcript of the BCA's

Sav Kelly / Grand Forks Herald

In this Herald file photo, area law enforcement block
445th Avenue SW in Rhinehart Township, located in
Polk County, Minnesota, on Jan. 9, 2024, after East
Grand Forks resident Lucas Gilbertson was shot by law

enforcement.

interview with Schrage,
but how long that will

take to be released is
unclear.
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LIKE NEW MOTORIZED
WHEELCHAIR
orto Mobility Ranger
Quattro foldable electric
wheelchair all-terrain 600W.
bought for $3000, selling for
900 OBO. Cail or text
(701)247-3166

Place your ad in the
Grand Forks Herald
classifieds today!

Call 1-888-857-1920
classifieds@classifiedsfcc.com
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Looking for an experienced

CaH 701 772 4288
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AKC American Brittany
Spaniel Pups
Liver/\White, excellent hunting &
companion dogs! Central MN.

300, Calltext 90-060-5568

AKC Vizsla Puppies
Born 7/1. Excelient hinting &
family pets! F: $1,
1! 5800 Niard Visias on
Facebook. 320-554-2063

AKC Airedale Terriers
Registered, first shots &
wormed, $1200. Glenwood,
MN. 320-304-3717

LAB PUPPIES
Shots, dewormed, vet

checked, $21
218-536-1613 MIN103286

Miniature Aussie Pups.
Merles & Tri-color. Shots &
‘wormed. $600. Ready to go!
Text for pics: 218-851-6219

German Shepherd Puppies
Purebred, shots, wormed, vet
checked, health certificate, $300.
218-831-7975 (MIN#829895)

Siberian Husky Pupples
Purebred, shots, wormed,
checked, health certificate. $300
218-831-7975 (MN#829895)

Bernedoodle Puppies
Ready after 9/30 for their
forever homes! Family

ralsed M&F. 1.5

ige Cel
Call Missy, 507-271-0205

AKC Lab Puppies
White, Dark Red, Black, Dark
Chocolate & Yellow. Huring &

Family, Blocky Black Noses. Ful

AKC. 605-999-7149 Mitchell, SD

MESA, AZ HOUSE
OR RENT
Fountain of The Sun
ommunity Living
Fuly furmianad 3 Bedrogm.
2 bath just steps from pool
ot tub! Completely
redone with new pamt,
furniture, carpet,

No smoking/pets. All Uities
included plus internet &
cable. $2875/month.

5 month minimum.

Call Mike, 701-640-0552

BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Mini Aussie Puppies
Meries & tri-colors, ready
mid Oct. Family raised,

vet checked, $500-$1000.
Cloquet, MN. 218-940-1151

F1B Goldendoodle Pups
Health checked, shots,

Bernedoodle Puppies
Many sizes, some adults.
$500+ 507-251-1909

, dews removed.
Can meet. Clearbrook, MN.
Call/text 218-358-0858

www.fenr .com

Cogker Spaniels Puppies
Chocolate males, $40
$550. Ready Oct. 6th. Ro
texts please. 218-821-0834

Cockapoo Puppies
M &F, $500-5700 + tax.
Can deliver. MN licensed
30 yrs exp. 507-368-4857
Lake Benton, MN

www.mulderspuppies.com

AKC Golden Retrievers
Ready now! Vet checked
& micro chipped, Home
raised. M & T, $300+
Cards accepted.
Will meet. 605-265-0797

LAKE OF THE WOODS

Dan Houle, 218-235-041
‘www.MnResortSalesNorth.com

T0 PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD:
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GFPS leaders saying little on fraud

District reported
$2.2 million
stolen last month

BY JOSHUA IRVINE
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - Dis-
trict leaders are saying
little about the $2.2 mil-
lion allegedly swindled
from Grand Forks Public
Schools last month.

The district’s superin-
tendent, business manag-
er and School Board pres-
ident all declined
requests by the Herald to
provide more informa-
tion about the alleged
wire fraud reported to

police on Sept. 13, citing
the ongoing criminal
investigation of the
matter.

That’s included queries
about the financial
impact of the alleged
fraud, when the School
Board became aware of
the fraud, whether any-
one has been disciplined
or fired as a result of the
incident.

“I know people are
interested, that they want
to know the why behind
all of it, but we do want
to preserve the integrity
of the investigation,”
Superintendent Terry
Brenner said.

Brenner said all com-
munications relating to

the fraud investigation
would be coming from
law enforcement. The
Grand Forks Police
Department is handling
the case with support
from the United States
Secret Service.

Brenner said there is a
possibility of a joint
media release by the dis-
trict and authorities in
the future, but it was oth-
erwise premature for him
to speculate about the
case.

The school district did
issue a staff-wide notice
of the fraud Wednesday
afternoon, shortly after
the Herald first reached
out to confirm whether
the fraud had taken place.

Brenner said the notice
was sent out to let staff
know their banking infor-
mation had not been com-
promised, but said he
would not address why
the district had waited
nearly three weeks to do

S0.

Los Angeles-based cer-
tified fraud examiner
Julie Platt says it’s not
surprising district offi-
cials are refusing to
comment.

“There’s very little
motivation to publicly
disclose you’'ve been
defrauded,” she said. “I
have not seen a lot of gov-
ernments do it, and a lot
of private businesses and
public businesses, they

don’t want to do it. It
makes them look bad.”

School Board President
Dave Berger also said the
School Board would not
issue a statement about
the alleged fraud “until
the investigation is com-
plete and all the facts
have been brought to
light.”

He did not respond to a
query about when he or
other School Board mem-
bers became aware of the
fraud.

Brenner and Business
Manager Brandon Baum-
bach also declined to
speak about the impact of
the fraud on the district’s
finances.

Platt suggested one

reason the district isn’t
commenting on the finan-
cial cost of the alleged
fraud is administrators
may be waiting to see if
law enforcement can
recover the lost cash or if
the district has fraud
insurance that may make
up the loss.

Baumbach did not
answer a text message
asking whether anyone
has been disciplined or
fired as a result of the
fraud.

“The school district has
been the victim of a
crime perpetrated by an
external actor which is
under investigation,” he
wrote in response.

Attorney:
Shooting
report is
based on

investigation

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— Little, if any, clarifica-
tion has been provided
following publication of
arecent Herald article
pointing out discrepan-
cies between the
accounts of a 42-year-old
man’s fatal shooting by
an East Grand Forks
police officer.

The discrepancies were
found in Polk County
Attorney Greg Widseth’s
report on the Minnesota
Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension’s investi-
gation and documents
filed months prior in the
civil case against Sgt.
Aeisso Schrage, the offi-
cer who fatally shot
Lucas Gilbertson.

Widseth’s report said
Gilbertson ran at
Schrage before being
shot. However, Schrage’s
response to the civil com-
plaint against him —
filed by Gilbertson’s
father — said Lucas Gilb-
ertson was crouching
next to a broken window
before being shot.

Neither Widseth nor
Schrage’s legal counsel
clarified these discrepan-
cies prior to the article’s
publication. Afterward,
Widseth emailed a brief
response.

“The only response I
have is my evaluation
and decision was based
upon a review of evi-
dence compiled in an
investigation completed
and forwarded to me by
the BCA and not upon a
review of allegations in
pleadings in a civil case,”
Widseth wrote.

Jason Hiveley, one of
the attorney’s represent-
ing Schrage, provided a
statement that he and
other legal counsel were
pleased by Widseth’s
findings and agreed that
the evidence showed
Schrage’s use of deadly
force was objectively rea-
sonable based on the
totality of circumstances
known to him at the
time.

“We believe the claims
in the civil suit will ulti-
mately be resolved in his
favor,” Hiveley wrote.

He declined to make
any comment on the
record about the discrep-
ancies between accounts
of the shooting.

Contributed / Windland Photography
Dr. Josh Deere (left), and Todd Forkel, president and CEO respectively, of Altru Health System, are pictured at the Altru Gala, an annual
fundraising event hosted by the Altru Foundation, on Sept. 21 at the Alerus Center.

Altru surpasses fundraising goal

More than $13.6M generated for new hospital

BY PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS

he Altru
Foundation has
surpassed its

largest-ever
philanthropic capital
campaign goal by raising
$13.6 million for the new

hospital, officials have
announced.

Sponsors and attendees
of the foundation’s recent
Altru Gala contributed
more than $435,000,
according to Kristi Hall-
Jiran, chief philanthropy
and partnership officer.

These donations, along
with a matching gift of
$250,000 from Lunseth

Plumbing and Heating
announced at the gala,
created a total event
impact of more than
$685,000, said Hall-Jiran,
who also serves as execu-
tive vice president of
Altru Health System.
Funds will be used to
support the new hospital
and surrounding campus
on South Columbia Road.

The hospital is expected
to open in January.

The gala, which drew
about 550 attendees,
marked one of the orga-
nization’s most successful
events ever, resulting in
the campaign surpassing
its goal at $13.6 million,
Hall-Jiran said.

“This is the first-of-its-
kind major philanthropic

capital campaign that
Altru has done,” she said.
“So it’s really exciting to
have our first major cam-
paign be part of a project
that’s just so incredibly
significant in terms of
our history and the tra-
Jjectory of our communi-
ty, it’s really special.”

ALTRU on A16

Poll: Most 2024 North Dakota ballot
measures appear too close to call

BY MICHAEL STANDAERT
North Dakota News
Cooperative

BISMARCK — North
Dakota voters appear
split and largely undecid-
ed about four of the five
ballot measures up for a
vote on Nov. 5, a new poll
commissioned by the
North Dakota News Coop-
erative found.

The four ballot mea-
sures — Measures 2, 3, 4

and 5 — are expected to
have major ramifications
if approved.

Trevor Smith, chief
research officer of WPA
Intelligence, which con-
ducted the North Dakota
Poll between Sept. 28-30,
said the large number of
undecided voters shows a
“lack of understanding.”

“The initiatives are
written too complicated
for the average voter to
understand when they

see them,” Smith said,
adding pollsters only see
large numbers of unde-
cided voters in states
where initiatives are
written this way.

Measure 4: Abolish
property tax measure

On the property tax
measure, Measure 4, 33%
of those polled were
undecided.

The measure would
prohibit local govern-
ments from taxing

property on assessed
value and require the
state to find an estimated
$3.15 billion per bienni-
um in replacement reve-
nue, which would then go
back to those local
governments.

Those in favor of elimi-
nating property taxes
accounted for 28% of vot-
ers polled, with only 16%
a definite yes.

More voters are
opposed to Measure 4,

with 40% against, 27% of
which were a definite no.
Measure 4 was spon-
sored by former Rep. Rick
Becker and the End
Unfair Property Tax
group as part of an effort
to force a restraint in
spending by elected offi-
cials and potentially tap
into Legacy Fund interest
to support local govern-
ments if those taxes are

POLLon A6
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Brad Dokken / Grand Forks Herald
With the Canada Border Services Agency crossing at
Piney, Manitoba, in the background, a sigh marks the
entrance to the Piney-Pinecreek Border Airport on April
15, 2017, on the U.S.-Canada border. The Minnesota
Department of Transportation announced the airport will
permanently close Dec. 27, a day after the international
agreement to operate the airport expires.
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Airport located in US, Canada to close

Piney-Pinecreek Border Airport straddles Minnesota, Manitoba

BY BRAD DOKKEN
Grand Forks Herald

PINECREEK, Minn. —
A colorful era in the histo-
ry of Minnesota aviation
and cross-border coopera-
tion comes to an end Fri-
day; Dec. 27, when the Pin-
ey-Pinecreek Border Air-
port permanently closes.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Transportation
and the rural municipality
of Piney, Manitoba,
announced plans to per-
manently close the airport

in a Friday, Dec. 13, news
release.

One of the few airports
actually in two countries,
the Piney-Pinecreek Bor-
der Airport straddles the
U.S.-Canada border about
20 miles northwest of
Roseau, Minnesota, and 5
miles south of Piney on
the west side of state (and
provincial) Highway 89.
The airport, which covers
61 acres, has a 3,297-foot
paved runway, of which
2,350 feet are in Minnesota
and the remainder is in

Manitoba.

The airport also sits
next to the Piney and
Pinecreek border crossing
stations. In a news release
announcing the closure,
MnDOT said the general
aviation airport had oper-
ated under an internation-
al agreement between
MnDOT and the rural
municipality of Piney
since 1949. The airport
had “very low use,”
MnDOT said, and faced
large maintenance expens-
es, including runway,

apron and terminal
reconstruction.

The international agree-
ment required to operate
the airport expires Dec. 26
and will not be renewed by
either airport owner,
MnDOT said.

News of the airport’s
closing came as a disap-
pointment to residents of
the area who remember
the effort that went into
getting it extended in the
late 1970s.

AIRPORT on A9

January
shooting
documents
released

Three gunshot
wounds were
cause of death

BY SAV KELLY
Grand Forks Herald

POLK COUNTY, Minn.
— A gunshot wound to
the chest was the cause
of 42-year-old Lucas Gilb-
ertson’s January death,
according to an autopsy
report from the recently
released investigative file,
but he also sustained gun-
shot wounds to the back
and right buttock.

Gilbertson was Killed
by East Grand Forks
Police Sgt. Aeisso
Schrage during a warrant
service on Jan. 9. The
Minnesota Bureau of
Criminal Apprehension’s
entire investigative file
on Gilbertson’s death was
shared with the Herald
Thursday afternoon, Dec.
19.

The file contains more
than 900 pages, plus
numerous photographs,
videos and audio record-
ings detailing the BCA's
investigation. Protected
information was redacted
before release. The Her-
ald’s review of the file is
ongoing but, thus far, a
few pieces of information
have been found that

Eric Hylden/ Grand Forks Herald
In this Herald file photo, Rep. Mark Sanford, R-Grand Forks, is photographed in a House Appropriations Committee meeting on March
29, 2023, at the Capitol in Bismarck.

Superintendent to the state House

Sanford emerges as Grand Forks’
most tenured legislative delegate

BY KORRIE WENZEL
Grand Forks Herald
GRAND FORKS

ark Sanford retired
from a 26-year career

a reunion with college baseball
and basketball teammates, he
‘was on a golf course in Arizona
‘when his cellphone rang.

It was former Grand Forks
City Council member and

— yes, announced — Sanford
‘would be running for a seat in
the Legislature.

Sanford tried to resist.

“No, I'm not,” he told Strin-
den. “But by the time I put the
phone down, I was running for
the Legislature.”

Looking back, perhaps it
could be viewed as a passing of
a political baton of sorts —a

no to Strinden, the House
majority leader; wouldn't have
been easy. Former President
Ronald Reagan once called
Strinden, who died in 2022,
“one of the strongest and most
respected legislative leaders in
the state’s history.”

“I'had such great respect for
him and an appreciation for the
work he had done,” Sanford
recalled. “I just thought, ‘yes,
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UND student’s dream receives boost with Sanford scholarship

BY PAMELA KNUDSON
Grand Forks Herald

GRAND FORKS - Ali
Moses was only 14 when
she joined the Thompson
(N.D.) Fire Department as
a volunteer - following in
the footsteps of her
father.

After graduating from
Thompson High School in
spring 2022, she joined

7 days a week

the North Dakota Army
National Guard that
December, again, inspired
by her dad Chad Moses of
Thompson and grandfa-
ther David Stevens of
Grand Forks, who both
also served in the U.S.
Army.

It’s a path that has led
to a life of community
service and fueled her
dream of piloting a

medevac (medical evacua-
tion) helicopter some day.
And, on Thursday, Dec.
5, for Moses, a junior
majoring in commercial
aviation at UND, that
dream got a big boost
‘when she was surprised
by visitors in Dean Rob-
ert Kraus’ office at the
John D. Odegard School
of Aerospace Sciences.
Moses was presented

with a Veterans and Mili-
tary Services Scholarship
from Sanford Health, one
of four given each year to
veterans, Guard or
Reserve members or
active-duty military mem-
bers who have demon-
strated leadership and
commitment to their
country. The scholarship
honors those who have
enriched the lives of
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others, especially in ser-
vice, academic and com-
munity involvement.
“Oh, my gosh,” she
said, as Jesse Leraas, of
Sanford Health in Fargo,
presented her with a
large, cardboard check
for $5,000. “Thank you
so much for the
opportunity.”
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to the public — namely,
Gilbertson’s injuries and
the shooter’s account.

A transcript and sum-
mary from an interview
with the shooter — whose
name is redacted in the
file, but who was identified
by court documents as
Schragein a subsequent
lawsuit brought by Gilb-
ertson’s father — says he
entered the residence
because he’d been waiting
out near the front with his
Taser and believed the
other officers were chas-
ing Gilbertson inside.

“I come around to the
front, I open the glass door
— again, I know my guys

553

Bureau of Criminal

A crime scene photo of a gun that was in Lucas
Gilbertson’s possession Jan. 19, before he threw it out
the window and was shot by police.

are in here — and I (kick)
this door, I don’t even see
if it’s locked, because I
want the diversion,”
Schrage said. “If he is

(going to) confront my
guys here, I wanted to be
able to Tase him to protect
my guys.”

Once inside, other

officers turned their atten-
tion to Gilbertson’s moth-
er, trying to get her safely
outside. After a moment,
Schrage says he was facing
Gilbertson, who was
swearing and pointing a
gun at him.

Schrage fired his Taser,
but Gilbertson ducked and
the wires hit the wall.

“He retreats, and now [
think he’s (going to) start
shooting at my guys who
are still out there,
(because) I can still hear
them yelling (outside the
window),” Schrage said.

He later learned that
‘when Gilbertson briefly
retreated, he threw his
gun out of the broken win-
dow. An officer outside
called out upon seeing the
gun fall to the ground, but

said there was no time to
say anything about it on
the radio “because it hap-
pened so fast,” according
to the transcript summary.

‘When Gilbertson rushed
back out toward Schrage
and another officer,
Schrage fired one round
that went through the dry-
wall. Schrage immediately
fired twice more.

“T wasn't waiting to see
the gun the second time,”
Schrage said. “... I thought
for sure he was coming out
shooting.”

He said he wasn’t sure
ultimately how many
times he fired and how
many times he struck Gil-
bertson. When a gun —
presumably Schrage’s,
though his name is once
again redacted — was

seized, it was said to have
10 rounds in it. It can hold
up to 15.

While uniformed offi-
cers had been inside the
residence earlier during
the altercation, only
Schrage and one other
undercover officer were in
the house with Gilbertson
when the shooting took
place, documents show:
Because Schrage and the
other officer were both
undercover and in plain
clothes, they were not
wearing body cameras.

The BCA received an
evidence bag containing
three hollow-point projec-
tiles and one deformed
hollow-point projectile,
which were all obtained
during Gilbertson’s
autopsy.
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“I'm surprised; this is
so awesome,” she said.
“This is so cool.”

“This is an amazing
scholarship to get,” she
said. “It means so much
to me - especially the
amount, and coming from
Sanford ... ,” because she
has set her sights on
working as a medevac
helicopter pilot for San-
ford Health in the future.

“I'am so honored that
(they wanted) to surprise
me like this,” she said
after the presentation.
“The Thompson Fire
Department is my second
family and this (UND
Aerospace) is my third
family: I feel so blessed.”

Moses said she had sub-
mitted her scholarship
application some time ago
and had forgotten about
it. She cited Mike Hum-
ble, assistant professor of
aviation, for his help in
preparing the application
and submitting a letter of
recommendation.

For a student to receive
“a scholarship of this
magnitude is definitely
special,” Kraus said.
Many scholarships range
from $500 to $1,000, he
said, and students are
always eager to seek
scholarships to offset the
cost of training.

‘Wes Van Del, chief heli-
copter instructor for UND
Aerospace, said Moses is
“a bit of a star student,”
due in part to her involve-
ment in the North Dakota
Army National Guard
and the Thompson Fire
Department.

She is also active in a
helicopter association stu-
dent group, Kraus said,
and has excelled “academ-
ically and flight-wise.”

Moses is among a dozen
students who serve as
ambassadors for the aero-
space school. They are
prospective students’ first
contact with the school,
answering questions and
giving tours. They repre-
sent the school at recruit-
ing and other aerospace-
related events around the
country, Kraus said.

Many applicants

“We receive a lot of
applications at Sanford
for the Veterans and Mili-
tary Scholarship,” said
Leraas, head of library
services for Sanford
Health, estimating they
total between 60 and 70.
“Yours rose above the
rest.”

Her application
“embodies a lot of the val-
ues Sanford looks for”
‘when considering poten-
tial recipients, he said.
“She has an outstanding
GFP (grade point aver-
age), she’s an ambassador
for her program, she has
three part-time jobs, and
she is with the North
Dakota Guard. ...

“She is the embodiment
of a citizen soldier.”
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Ali Moses, who at 14 joined the Thompson Fire Department, is a junior at UND, where
she’s majoring in commercial aviation. She is one of four recipients of the Veterans
and Military Services Scholarships, awarded each year by Sanford Health.

Contributed
Ali Moses works with fellow
members of the North
Dakota Army National Guard
fighting fires in northwestern
North Dakota in October.

service member and a
full-time student pursuing
a community college or
vocational, bachelor’s,
graduate or professional
degree from an accredited
U.S.-based institution of
higher education. The
applicant must also have
at least one full year of
education remaining.

Duty calls

UND Aerospace and
Sanford officials had
planned to surprise
Moses with the check pre-
sentation Tuesday, Dec. 3,
but that was scuttled
when she was called to a
barn structure fire in
Manvel, North Dakota.

That event was only the
latest in Moses’

Contributed

As a military police member, Ali Moses trains with the
North Dakota Army National Guard.

firefighting experience.
As amilitary police mem-
ber with the North Dako-
ta Army National Guard,
she took a week off from
school in October to help
fight fires in northwest-
ern North Dakota.

The wildland firefight-
ing work was a new expe-
rience with the Army;
Moses said. “(The fires)
were big,” she recalled.
“It was fun.”

Steps to her goal
Receiving the scholar-
ship from Sanford Health

is especially significant,
Moses said, because it
will help her acquire
more quickly the hours of
flight instruction neces-
sary to achieve her com-
mercial rating as an air-
craft pilot and then move
on to pay for hours

needed to become a certi-
fied flight instructor.
Beyond that, she will
work to become certified
in instrument flight
instruction.

“Any sort of funds are
an immense help.”

After graduating and
earning the necessary
certifications, she intends
to become a flight instruc-
tor for UND Aerospace
and fly helicopters for the
North Dakota Army
National Guard. As a
pilot, she will help with
the Guard’s search-and-
rescue missions out of
Fargo, Kraus said, and
transport troops, especial-
ly short distances.

In her future career,
Moses will be filling an
important role with the
Guard, which relies on
helicopter pilots to move

Al Moses
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Ali Moses, a commercial aviation student at UND,
receives the Veterans and Military Services Scholarship
from Jesse Leraas, head of library services at Sanford
Health in Fargo, on Dec. 4 in the dean’s office at the UND
John D. Odegard School of Aerospace Sciences.
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Ali Moses is working toward the goal of becoming a
medevac helicopter pilot. She’s shown here seated in
the helicopter that Sanford Health brought for display at
acommunity event in Thompson, North Dakota.

troops to the field, he said.
“It’s what the Army
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Contributed / Rob Zafke
Ali Moses is shown seated in the type of helicopter she
is planning to pilot in the future after completing her
training at UND and certification requirements.

reporter at the Herald. Call
her at (701) 780-1107, (800)
477-6572 ext.1107 or email
pknudson@gfherald.com.

Criteria for selecting
scholarship recipi
rest heavily on evidence
of community service
and leadership, Leraas
said. Created in 2018, the
scholarship is awarded as
part of the Sanford
Health System’s efforts to
serve veterans and mili-
tary personnel through
patient care, employment
opportunities and com-
munity outreach.

The applicant must be a
veteran, Guard or Reserve
or active-duty military
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FROST FIRE PARK

Open Everyday
December 20
through January 5
10:00am - 4:00pm
**Closed Christmas Day**

Full Day Lift Tickets Only

Only 2 Hours
North of Grand Forks!

Did We Miss Your School?

Present this card at Frost Fire Park
to claim your lift icket

1 Free Full Day Lift Ticket

For This K-12 Student

Valid Through 1/12/25

Go to frostfirepark.org

Voucher expires 11:59pm on 1/12/2025 Must be redeemed onssite only
11950 Co Hwy 55, Walhalla, ND

Rental Equipment Not Included




