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Defense attorney Rick Boling believed the search that landed his client behind bars was unconstitutional. A Christian

County sheriff’s deputy approached Robert Addison just after midnight on May 7, 2014, after seeing him standing near

a pile of wooden pallets at a closed auto parts store in Hopkinsville, a county seat of about 30,000 people in rural

Western Kentucky. According to arrest reports, Addison, 46 at the time, said he had permission to pick up the pallets —

an account the store’s owner later corroborated in a signed affidavit.

But Deputy Jonathan Sholar was suspicious.
Addison’s eyes were bloodshot.
His pupils were constricted.
And when he handed over his driver’s li-

cense, his hands were shaking.
A search of his pockets turned up a glass pipe

and plastic bag containing a powdery sub-
stance that tested positive for meth.

In court, Boling fought to have the evidence
thrown out.

“The law enforcement officer lacked proba-
ble cause to search the Defendant or his vehicle.
The Defendant advised the officer that he had
permission to be on the premises,” Boling wrote
in a motion.

“The Defendant’s rights under the Fourth
and Fourteenth Amendment of the United
States Constitution and more importantly un-
der Section 10 of the Kentucky Constitution
were violated.”

After his arguments failed to persuade a
judge, Boling negotiated a plea deal for his cli-
ent.

End of story? Not yet. Flash forward six
years.

By then, Boling had been elected as the coun-
ty’s top prosecutor, and Addison had been
charged with new offenses.

Boling, now on the other side, would move to
void the very deal he had secured for his client
six years earlier.

“COMES NOW, the Commonwealth by and
through Richard Boling, Commonwealth’s At-
torney, and moves the Court to void any Felony
Pretrial Diversion (FPTD), if applicable,” reads a
March 1, 2021, filing, electronically signed by
Boling. And if Addison was not on pretrial di-
version, the document requested his probation
be revoked.

The Addison case is one of more than a dozen
instances uncovered by a monthslong Courier
Journal investigation where Boling acted as a
prosecutor in cases involving his former clients
during his 2019-23 stint as Christian County’s
Commonwealth’s Attorney. 

In some, like Addison’s, Boling stayed behind
the scenes, filing motions.

In others, he advocated against his former
clients in the courtroom, switching sides when
he transitioned from the defense to prosecu-
tion.

Prosecuting former clients is unorthodox
and is expressly advised against by the Amer-

ican Bar Association’s Criminal Justice Stan-
dards, which guide policy across the nation.

The Bar associations of some states have is-
sued opinions explicitly forbidding the practice.

But in Kentucky, it’s murkier.
A state law declares prosecuting attorneys

“shall disqualify” themselves if they “served in
private practice or government service, other
than as a prosecuting attorney, as a lawyer or
rendered a legal opinion in the matter in contro-
versy.”

However, the head of the Commonwealth’s
Attorneys’ Association, Louis Kelly, pointed The
Courier Journal to a state Supreme Court case
he said did not “explicitly prohibit” prosecuting
former clients “in subsequent criminal mat-
ters,” although they are prohibited from prose-
cuting the same case.

Still, legal experts and attorneys The Courier
Journal interviewed found the practice uneth-
ical, troubling and deeply damaging to trust in
the judicial system.

“It not only undermines trust in the court
system, it destroys it,” said Ted Shouse, a Louis-
ville defense attorney who said he was aware
Boling prosecuted former clients from cases
Shouse worked in Christian County.

The former prosecutor’s conduct occurred
alongside other questionable actions spanning
Christian County’s criminal justice system in
recent years, including allegations of individ-
uals arrested by law enforcement without evi-
dence of probable cause.

Boling’s successor attempted to publicly
blow the whistle on his behavior and other seri-
ous problems in the Christian County criminal
justice system, but those cries fell on deaf ears
— until The Courier Journal began investigat-
ing.

That included visits to the county along the
Tennessee border, multiple jailhouse inter-
views, the review of hundreds of pages of police
and court documents and hours of courtroom
video, obtained through open records requests.

Ultimately, Boling was disbarred by the U.S.
Supreme Court last year over other prosecuto-
rial misconduct, including his request on
Commonwealth’s Attorney’s office stationary
for former Gov. Matt Bevin to pardon a man 
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He got them plea deals
as a defense attorney.

Then he prosecuted them.
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Former Christian County Commonwealth’s
Attorney Rick Boling, who acted as a
prosecutor in cases involving former clients
he represented when he was in private
practice. PROVIDED BY KENTUCKY NEW ERA

“It not only undermines trust in the 
court system, it destroys it.”

Ted Shouse Louisville defense attorney
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convicted of brutally sodomizing a passed-out
minor.

He is also suspended from practicing law in
Kentucky through 2029.

But while he is out of the courtroom, Boling’s
practice of prosecuting former clients is still re-
verberating years later for those clients who
once trusted him.

Reached by phone, Boling declined to com-
ment.

“I’m not talking to anybody. Have a wonder-
ful day, don’t call me again,” he said after the
caller introduced himself as a Courier Journal
reporter.

An attorney representing Boling in a federal
lawsuit also declined to comment. A second at-
torney who represented Boling in his disbar-
ment proceedings said he would forward The
Courier Journal’s request to Boling and said he
was not at liberty to discuss anything without
Boling’s authorization.

‘I told him the truth about my cases’

Nicholas Wiseman thinks things could have
turned out differently if Rick Boling had never
been his lawyer.

In 2017, police arrested Wiseman at Hopkins-
ville’s Walmart after they found “a small
amount of meth” in a car in which he and his
girlfriend were riding, according to court rec-
ords. He was hit with drug trafficking and para-
phernalia charges.

“I told him the truth about my cases at that
time,” he said, including things a defendant
would not want a prosecutor to know, like
whether he was truly guilty or not.

Boling secured him a plea deal that allowed
him to avoid prison.

But after Boling was elected Christian Coun-
ty’s top prosecutor in 2018, Wiseman found
himself back in court on fresh drug charges.

This time, Boling stood to his right instead of
his left when he appeared in front of the judge in
shackles and a jail jumpsuit.

“I couldn’t believe it, for real,” Wiseman, 32,
told The Courier Journal last year in an inter-
view from the Christian County Jail, where he
was incarcerated at the time. “I asked my attor-
ney: ‘Isn’t this a conflict of interest?’ He said:
‘This is the commonwealth. They can do what-
ever the f--- they want to do.’”

The former mechanic now feared his past
honesty hurt his chances that the common-
wealth would be lenient.

“They knew I sold drugs and stuff like that,”
he said. “So, when they prosecuted me, that’s
what they knew me as — as a previous drug
dealer that they defended.”

He is currently incarcerated at the Bell Coun-
ty Forestry Camp in Eastern Kentucky serving a

25-year sentence, some of which comes from
charges prosecuted by his former attorney.

In 2022, incarceration kept Wiseman from
his mother’s funeral.

“I ain’t going to lie to you: If Rick Boling
wouldn’t have prosecuted me, I feel like I would
have been able to be out there when my mama
died,” he said. 

‘The things I told him, 
they were incriminating’

The Courier Journal identified Wiseman and
other former Boling clients who later faced
prosecution by combing through more than
1,000 pages of court documents and hours of
courtroom video.

Other former clients shared similar experi-
ences.

“I was guilty, obviously, and I told him that,”
said Jeffrey Vogelsang, 43, who was represent-
ed by Boling on multiple felony charges. “And he
tried to defend me, and he got me an all-right
deal. But the things that I told him, they were
incriminating.

“… He had, like, insider information on my
case.”

Boling secured a plea deal for Vogelsang in
2018.

But after Boling became Christian County’s
Commonwealth’s Attorney, he filed a motion to
revoke Vogelsang’s probation in 2020, when he
was charged with a separate crime in Tennes-
see.

Joseph Weatherford, 29, hired Boling to de-
fend him while facing a drug trafficking charge.

He said Boling charged him $10,000, but he
paid only $7,100 because he was unhappy with
the terms of the plea deal Boling secured for him
in 2017.

In 2019, Weatherford was back in court in
chains and an orange jumpsuit after a parole vi-
olation. This time, Boling was his prosecutor —
a role he would also play when Weatherford got
another criminal charge in 2022.

“When he was my paid attorney, he was tell-
ing me he had a real good relationship with the
judge or whatever,” Weatherford said. “It was
the same judge, I’m sure he still had that same
relationship… He was prosecuting me, so I’m
sure anything he said, he probably just swayed
his mind or swayed the decision — and not in
my favor.”

With only two circuit court judges in Chris-
tian County, Boling’s ex-clients frequently ap-
peared in front of the same judge after their at-
torney became the prosecutor.

Weatherford thought the arrangement was
wrong but felt like he had no recourse.

“I thought that it was a conflict of interest.
But I don’t know, I just felt like ‘hell, so much
crooked s--- goes on anyway in the court sys-
tem that there wasn’t nothing I could do,” he
said in an interview from the Christian County
Jail.

Michael Willard, 39, felt similarly about ob-
jecting to his former attorney prosecuting him
less than five months after representing him in
2019.

“If they were that nonchalant about me, I
guess they just thought they could do whatever
they want,” he said. “There’s something about a
little town — people think they can get away
with stuff.”

One former client had tried to sound the
alarm.

“The current acting commonwealth attorney
Richard Boling was my paid lawyer assigned to 

Attorney
Continued from Page 10A

A view of traffic along Ninth Street in
downtown Hopkinsville on March 19.

The junction of state roads 68 and 80 near
Russellville Road outside Hopkinsville.

The Christian County Justice Center in downtown Hopkinsville.
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“If they were that
nonchalant about me, 
I guess they just thought
they could do whatever
they want. There’s
something about a little
town — people think they
can get away with stuff.”
Michael Willard

Continued on next page
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mistake,” saying it represented the views of the
Jones family, not himself.

The letter sparked protests outside the
courthouse calling for his resignation, but he
stayed in office.

Then, in late 2020, the Kentucky Supreme
Court overturned a conviction in an arson and
attempted murder case Boling prosecuted, de-
termining he misled the jury.

In early 2023, facing impeachment by Ken-
tucky’s legislature, Boling resigned from his po-
sition.

That June, he was suspended from practic-
ing law in Kentucky for five years over the par-
don request and misleading the jury during the
arson and attempted murder trial.

The state Supreme Court added another year
to the suspension in December 2023 after ruling
Boling presented misleading information to a
grand jury in an overdose death case.

Boling was disbarred by the U.S. Supreme
Court last year.

None of those formal actions brought against
him mentioned his practice of prosecuting for-
mer clients.

‘A severe erosion in public trust’

It is not uncommon for defense attorneys to
become prosecutors and vice versa.

But legal experts interviewed by The Courier
Journal found Boling’s conduct while switching
sides disturbing.

“Generally, prosecutors do not prosecute for-
mer clients because it undermines clients’ con-
fidence in their lawyers,” said Laurie Levenson,
a former federal prosecutor who is a professor
of law at Los Angeles’ Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity. “Many offices have internal regulations
that say ‘don’t prosecute clients or family mem-
bers or people where, on either side, people
would have questions.’”

Northeastern University law school profes-
sor Daniel Medwed said it was “deeply trou-
bling” that a prosecutor had prosecuted former
clients.

“I think it would create a severe erosion in
public trust,” he said. “It’s one of the hallmarks,

my current previous case reviewed by Christian
County Court Judge John Atkins,” Shane Desh-
awn Francis, 27, described in a handwritten
lawsuit against Boling, filed while Francis was
incarcerated at the Christian County Jail in
2020.

“…Richard Boling violated my rights to a fair
legal process by prosecuting the same case and
revoking my probation. My Fourteenth Amend-
ment right was violated which is due process.”

Francis’ lawsuit, like many filed by prisoners
on their own behalf, was dismissed, with the
judge writing he failed to state a claim.

A well-known defense attorney 
becomes a prosecutor again

When Willard needed an attorney for drug
charges he was facing, he turned to Rick Boling.

“He was just well-known. His office was right
across the street from the courthouse. It was
just a name that I had heard,” he said in an in-
terview from the Christian County Jail, where
he is incarcerated on unrelated charges.

When Boling was in private practice, his
firm’s website advertised him as a former prose-
cutor who could secure good outcomes for cli-
ents facing criminal charges.

One blurb described a client getting 15
months when they faced a sentence of 30 years.

Boling, the former star of a “faith-based zom-
bie” film, was described by the website as “the
preaching lawyer,” who “regularly talks to cli-
ents about their relationship with Christ,” and a
sign in front of his office featured the scales of
justice dangling from a cross.

A campaign website from a failed judicial
election run said Boling took on clients who
could not afford representation. It said he had
been paid with “cross stitch artwork, home-
made jelly and a homemade quilt.”

Boling opened his private practice in 2007,
but not by choice.

Since 2000, he had been Christian County’s
top prosecutor. He was first appointed to fill a
vacancy, and shortly thereafter, he won an elec-
tion by 53 votes to stay in office.

“He does NOT defend criminals, his oppo-
nent does… He fights to put criminals in prison
NOT on the streets,” read a campaign ad in the
Kentucky New Era from Boling’s first election,
when he ran as a Democrat.

His 2006 re-election bid failed, despite run-
ning ads warning that voters would be risking
public safety by voting for his opponent.

In 2018, Boling was back on the ballot to be
Christian County’s top prosecutor, this time as a
Republican.

After he won, it did not take Boling long to get
into trouble.

In January 2020, The Courier Journal report-
ed Boling had written to outgoing Gov. Matt
Bevin on office stationary seeking a pardon for
Dayton Jones, who had pleaded guilty to sodo-
mizing an unconscious 15-year-old boy with a
sex toy.

The boy required lifesaving surgery after suf-
fering a perforated bowel in the incident, which
was videotaped.

In his letter, Boling disputed the case in-
volved sexual assault and portrayed the prose-
cution of the case as political retribution
against Jones’ grandparents — donors to Bol-
ing’s campaign — who he said had upset local
officials, including a political rival of his, after a
split with the Democratic Party.

“Jones biggest problem is that the Democrat-
ic Party controlled the prosecutor, the judge he
stood before and Jones’ own attorney,” Boling
wrote.

Two days later, Bevin commuted Jones’ 15-
year sentence.

Boling later called the letter a “monumental

one of the most deeply rooted traditions and
principles in law: That the relationship between
the attorney and client is sacred and the confi-
dences should be kept, as long as those confi-
dences are not being used to perpetrate some
future fraud or crime.”

Medwed, like other experts contacted by The
Courier Journal, had not encountered a situa-
tion like Boling’s.

University of Louisville law professor Marc
Murphy was previously Jefferson County’s top
prosecutor.

He stressed how lawyers on both sides have a
responsibility to “zealously advocate” for their
client.

In a situation where the prosecutor has
knowledge from his previous representation of
a person who is now being prosecuted, that can
be impossible, said Murphy, who is also an edi-
torial cartoonist for The Courier Journal.

“Now, he’s put in a situation where he either
uses the information against his former client —
information he learned while he was an attor-
ney — or he doesn’t use it,” he said. “And if he
doesn’t use it, he’s potentially violating his oath
and obligation to his new client, the Common-
wealth of Kentucky.”

When a prosecutor has a potential conflict of
interest, they have several options at their dis-
posal.

In a large prosecutor’s office, like Louisville’s,
another prosecutor can likely take over the case
and ensure the prosecutor with the conflict has
no interaction with the case.

In smaller prosecutor’s offices, where that
might not be as realistic, a special prosecutor
from another jurisdiction can be requested.

After Boling stepped down in 2023, Gov. An-
dy Beshear appointed Stephanie Bolen to take
over as Christian County’s top prosecutor.

Conflicts of interest happen, she said, but
must be dealt with properly.

“When you go to your defense attorney, it
doesn’t matter how small the town is … there are
things you should be able to tell your defense
attorney that you know will not be used against
you,” Bolen said. “There’s not even supposed to
be the appearance of impropriety.”

Getting the state to assign a special prosecu-
tor is “as simple as a phone call or letter,” she
added.

Shouse, the Louisville defense attorney who
encountered Boling while working cases in
Christian County, also spent time as a prosecu-
tor with Louisville’s Commonwealth’s Attorney
office.

When he became a prosecutor, he said he im-
mediately handed over a list of former clients.

“They built walls around those, so I never in-
teracted with the prosecutors on those cases,”
he said. “I was like: ‘Hey, I just left private prac-
tice. These are my cases. Build a wall around
these.’”

Boling’s former clients who spoke to The
Courier Journal expressed hope that sharing
their stories would result in change and more
prosecutorial guardrails in Kentucky.

“I don’t want other people to have to experi-
ence what I’m going through,” Wiseman said. “I
have a 25-year sentence, and I don’t think it’s
fair to people just because of who’s represent-
ing them and who’s prosecuting them.”

Vogelsang, who said he is now working at a
Goodwill store in Louisville after his recent re-
lease from incarceration, shared a similar senti-
ment.

“I just hope it reforms the legal system,
where it doesn’t happen to someone else,” he
said. “If I can improve the next guy’s situation
that’s going through it right now, that would be
all right with me.”

Josh Wood is an investigative reporter who
focuses on public safety and government. He
can be reached at jwood@courier-journal.com
or on X at @JWoodJourno . 

A view of the intersection of Ninth and South Main streets in downtown Hopkinsville on March 19. SAM UPSHAW JR./COURIER JOURNAL

“Now, he’s put in 
a situation where 
he either uses the
information against
his former client —
information he
learned while he was
an attorney — or he
doesn’t use it. And 
if he doesn’t use it,
he’s potentially
violating his oath 
and obligation to 
his new client, the
Commonwealth 
of Kentucky.”

Marc Murphy
University of Louisville law professor
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At least 18 people died in storms that
struck Kentucky late Friday and early
Saturday, with state officials saying the
number could potentially grow.

Heavy damage from unconfirmed
tornadoes was reported in Pulaski and
Laurel counties in southeastern Ken-
tucky, where officials quickly set up

shelters for victims.
A tornado reportedly tore across Lau-

rel County just before midnight, accord-
ing to the county’s Sheriff John Root.
London Mayor Randall Weddle said
more than 20 people there were killed,
citing information from the Laurel
County Communications Center.

Gov. Andy Beshear confirmed at least
18 people died by press time: 17 in Laurel
County and one in Pulaski County.

“Kentucky, we are waking up to the
news of multiple fatalities from last
night’s storms,” Beshear posted on so-
cial media Saturday morning. 

At least 18 killed in storms in Kentucky
Officials set up shelters
for victims of damage

Stephanie Kuzydym 
and Hannah Pinski
Louisville Courier Journal

USA TODAY NETWORK

Tammie
Warren, right,
looks for her
dog, Willie, on
May 17, after a 
tornado tore
through the
neighborhood
off Saddle
Road in
London,
Kentucky.
SCOTT
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HH2 Home, a U.S.-based case
goods manufacturer, announced on
May 13 it is relocating its distribution
center from Louisville to a 500,000
square-foot facility in Blue Mountain,
Mississippi.

The warehouse, previously operat-
ed by Benchcraft, will serve as the
company’s new hub for product stor-
age and distribution. 

Case goods are furniture items de-
signed for some type of storage, like
desks, cabinets and dressers. They are
not upholstered or covered in fabric.
Case goods are generally made of ma-
terials such as wood, metal, or glass.

This is the second significant furni-
ture news this spring as the RW Col-
lective, a furniture importer based in
Rockford, Alabama, purchased the as-
sets of Saltillo upholstery manufactur-
er Bauhaus Furniture Group.

The move by the division of Green
River Group is intended to improve lo-
gistics efficiency and support ongoing
expansion. 

“This facility is located in a high-
traffic furniture area near established
freight and trucking routes just out-
side Memphis. 

Kentucky
manufacturer
relocating to
Mississippi
Move will streamline
operations, official says

Ross Reily
Mississippi Clarion Ledger

USA TODAY NETWORK

HH2 Home, the U.S.-based case
goods manufacturer, is relocating its
distribution center from Louisville to
a 500,000-plus square-foot facility in
Blue Mountain, Mississippi. HH2

See RELOCATING, Page 6A

HOPKINSVILLE — A few days before
Christmas 2020, Jerone Malveaux was
dog-sitting for a friend when he decided
to go out to grab a bite to eat.

As he pulled his blue Dodge Dart into
an intersection near his friend’s home,
he saw the flashing blue lights of a Hop-
kinsville Police cruiser behind him.

He was unaware at the time, but a
man had been found dead with a gun-
shot to his head in a nearby home, and
police were investigating.

Malveaux quickly realized this
wasn’t a normal traffic stop.

“When he comes to the car, he’s not
‘license and registration’ or anything.
He’s like, ‘I’ve got a detective that wants
to speak with you,’” Malveaux, now 32,
told The Courier Journal.

The traffic stop would kickstart a se-

ries of events that would land the young
Black man in jail facing felony charges
— charges that would eventually be dis-
missed when it turned out the evidence
police said they had did not exist.

What happened to Malveaux is
something members of Hopkinsville’s
African American community say is a
pattern: Black residents disproportion-
ately targeted by law enforcement and
sometimes charged with crimes when
no evidence exists.

It’s a pattern that has degraded trust
in law enforcement and the criminal
justice system in Hopkinsville, a rural
Western Kentucky city of about 30,000
with a higher percentage of Black resi-
dents than Louisville and a rich civil
rights history.

It has also resulted in a flurry of re-
cent lawsuits and a tense relationship
with police that leaders in the Black 

ALSO IN THIS SERIES

PART 3 COMING TUESDAY:
She tried to blow the whistle
on Christian County’s justice
system. Nothing happened.
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‘POWDER KEG’
Discriminatory policing claims drive Hopkinsville tensions
Josh Wood
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community fear could one day lead to
civil unrest like Louisville saw in 2020
following the police killing of Breonna
Taylor.

The arrests were reviewed by The
Courier Journal as part of a monthslong
Courier Journal investigation of the
Christian County criminal justice sys-
tem that also found a former top prose-
cutor had repeatedly prosecuted indi-
viduals he formerly represented while
in private practice as a defense attorney.

In both cases, some residents simply
accepted the questionable behavior as
the way things are done in Hopkinsville,
the Christian County seat.

“You have a portion of the communi-
ty whose constitutional rights are not
being respected in the same form or
fashion as other individuals situated in
the community,” said Shaun Wimberly,
a Louisville attorney who has filed sev-
eral lawsuits over alleged law enforce-
ment and prosecutorial misconduct
against Black clients in Hopkinsville.

When evidence does not exist

Police used Malveaux’s traffic stop as
a justification to request a search war-
rant for the house where he was staying.

They wrote in the warrant applica-
tion that witnesses told officers they
saw a blue Dodge Dart earlier in the day
at the home where the dead man was
found, and that police identified the ve-
hicle through video surveillance foot-
age.

“Officers then later located the blue
Dodge Dart, it was being driven by Je-
rone Malveaux,” wrote Jack Leek of the
Hopkinsville Police Department. 

When police raided the home the
next day, they found a sizable amount of
marijuana, digital scales, a money
counter, a vacuum sealer and a .22-cali-
ber revolver.

Malveaux, who previously served a
28-month sentence on drug trafficking
and paraphernalia charges in his 20s,
was now charged with being a convicted
felon in possession of a handgun and
trafficking in marijuana.

If convicted, he would have faced be-
tween 10 and 20 years in prison.

Nine months later, after Malveaux’s
attorney pushed prosecutors to answer
questions about the evidence in the
case, stunning revelations arrived in the
form of an email from a Hopkinsville Po-
lice detective forwarded to the defense
by a prosecutor.

The email revealed there was no sur-
veillance footage of Malveaux’s car.

And there was no record of inter-
views with witnesses tying the car to
the scene of the shooting.

Instead, in his email, Hopkinsville
Police Detective Jason Sears presented
a new narrative that departed from
what was in the warrant: Unidentified
neighbors told a detective they had seen
a “blue Dodge car” at the home “recent-
ly” and that police pursued Malveaux’s
car after they claimed it “quickly turned
around” on the street where the dead
man lived.

“So it says in the discovery there is
surveillance video yet it doesn’t exist?
(That seems weird),” wrote Malveaux’s
attorney at the time, James Greene, in
response.

Malveaux spent two weeks in jail and
14 months with an ankle monitor before
his charges were ultimately dropped.

‘Try that in a small town’

It was against the lingering backdrop
of community distrust that a young
HPD officer, Jerimiah Kline, released a
TikTok video of the summer of 2023
that would spark uproar.

In the video, Kline, who is white, ap-
peared in uniform with an HPD cruiser
as he lip-synced Jason Aldean’s contro-
versial country song “Try That in a
Small Town.”

Aldean’s music video for the song
was filmed on the steps of a Tennessee
courthouse, where an 18-year-old Black
man falsely accused of raping a white
girl was lynched by a mob in 1927.

As Aldean sang lyrics that invited
people like carjackers and protesters
burning American flags to “try that in a
small town / see how far ya make it
down the road,” and to “try that in a
small town / full of good ol’ boys, raised
up right,” the courthouse was juxta-

posed with scenes from Black Lives
Matter protests and civil unrest.

The song stirred nationwide contro-
versy, and its music video had been
pulled from Country Music Television
by the time Kline made his TikTok.
Critics accused the song of containing
racial dog whistles and calling for vigi-
lante violence.

The public backlash against Kline
over his lip-syncing video was exacer-
bated when a video surfaced from
Kline’s @nlc_gunsanddonuts account
where he made the “okay” hand gesture,
which had been added to the Anti-
Defamation League’s list of hate sym-
bols in 2019 after being co-opted by
members of the far-right. 

Elsewhere in the country, police offi-
cers have at times been suspended over
flashing the signal.

As anger mounted alongside calls for
Kline to be disciplined, the NAACP met
with city officials about race-related is-
sues.

“We don’t want another Breonna
Taylor here in Hopkinsville,” said local
NAACP president Terri Redwine at the
city hall meeting. “... We’re not trying to
be on CNN news. We’re not. But at the
end of the day, if you don’t hear our
voices, it’s a possibility that it can hap-
pen.”

Former state Rep. Jeff Taylor was
among those calling for Kline to be fired.

“There’s smoke. Maybe you can put
the fire out now. You don’t want to be the
guy that overlooked this and years down
the road, this guy makes a George Floyd-
type mistake,” he told The Courier Jour-
nal of his decision to publicly call for the
officer’s dismissal at the meeting. “Stop
him now. There’s an obvious pattern.”

In an Aug. 4, 2023, letter to Hopkins-
ville’s head of human resources, police
chief Jason Newby downplayed the in-
cident, but said the department —
which had close to 80 sworn officers
that year — would receive diversity
training. 

“Officer Kline had no ill intention
when he made the video,” Newby wrote
in the letter, which was first reported by
the local news nonprofit Hoptown
Chronicle in late August 2023. “He was
simply suggesting the Hopkinsville Po-
lice Department is not going to tolerate
criminals coming into our community
and putting our citizens in harm’s way.”

According to the outlet, Kline upload-
ed a since-deleted TikTok featuring an
audio loop of a voice saying “I’d like to
take this chance to apologize ... to abso-
lutely nobody” two days before Newby’s
letter went out.

Newby remains Hopkinsville’s police
chief. He declined an interview request
for this story.

Police videos, arrest reports tell
different stories

The TikTok was not Kline’s only con-
troversy. He is also at the center of a
2023 federal lawsuit filed on behalf of a
Black man who says the officer pulled
him over without cause, leading to his
arrest when marijuana was found on
him.

On June 1, 2022, Kline and Jeremy
Davidson, another HPD officer, pulled
Tarvous Haskins over as he drove
through quiet residential streets in
Hopkinsville.

In a citation, police alleged Haskins
twice failed to use his turn signal.

However, in dash camera footage ob-
tained by The Courier Journal, the offi-
cers can be seen tailing Haskins’ vehicle

for about 30 seconds, through two
turns, before the cruiser’s lights are acti-
vated. At both turns, Haskins utilized
his turn signal.

In the citation, police mentioned the
failures to signal occurred at intersec-
tions not observed in the dash cam foot-
age.

Before Haskins’ vehicle came to a
stop, the two officers discussed calling a
drug-sniffing dog to the scene.

After getting Haskins’ license and
registration, officers appeared to wait
for the dog to arrive before ordering
Haskins out of the vehicle.

In body camera footage, the canine
handler quickly begins searching the
vehicle after reporting the dog “hit” the
vehicle.

When — to Haskins objections — of-
ficers forcibly searched him and took off
his right shoe, a plastic bag containing
marijuana fell out.

“There we go! Look at that – got to
love it! Tampering,” said Kline, who had
previously chided Haskins when he
questioned the orders to get out of the
vehicle. “... you did all this to yourself.”

In the lawsuit, Haskins’ Louisville-
based attorney, Ramon McGee, argued
his client committed no traffic viola-
tions and was targeted because of his
race.

“When you look at the facts in this
case, the video of the traffic stop really is
self-explanatory,” McGee told The Cou-
rier Journal. “The fact is he had utilized
his turn signal. There was no question
that he had utilized his turn signal, but
the officers made a different claim. And
then when they were called on it, they
tried to suggest that the failure to use
the signal occurred at some point prior
to them engaging their emergency
equipment.”

Jim Sigler, an attorney representing
Kline in the lawsuit, said Haskins failed
to use his turn signal on two occasions
before the dash camera was recording
and that “Christian District Court held
Officer Kline’s traffic stop of Mr. Haskins
to be lawful, and the Christian Circuit
Court upheld the decision on appeal.”

He added: “I have represented the
City of Hopkinsville’s police depart-
ment for at least 15 years. No federal
judge, state judge, federal jury or state
jury has ever found the city or any mem-

ber of its police department has violated
the constitutional rights of any person.”

The traffic stop was not Haskins’ first
run-in with HPD.

Earlier that same day, Haskins was in
court regarding charges from a 2021 in-
cident where police responded to a do-
mestic disturbance call and arrested
Haskins, who appeared to be inebriated
in the street.

Haskins faced multiple charges in
the incident, including assault against a
police officer.

“I ordered him to place his hand be-
hind his back and attempted to control
his hands to handcuff him,” HPD officer
Joseph Bufford wrote in an arrest cita-
tion for the August 2021 incident. “He
proceeded to use physical force by
punching me in the side of the head,
causing physical injury.”

After reviewing body camera footage
from the incident, however, Stephanie
Bolen, an assistant prosecutor with the
commonwealth’s attorney’s office at the
time, filed a motion to dismiss the as-
sault-against-a-police-officer charge.

In the June 1, 2022, court hearing —
hours before Haskins was pulled over
and arrested again — Christian County
Circuit Court Judge John Atkins ques-
tioned the decision to drop the charge.

“This innocuous behavior you’re de-
scribing also involved an assault on a
police officer,” he said to Bolen, the pros-
ecutor. “I mentioned it to the detective
yesterday, and he was very surprised
that that was done.”

Atkins would later receive a public
reprimand from the Judicial Conduct
Commission, the Kentucky body that
oversees the discipline of judges, for
having improper contact with a police
officer in the case.

In body camera footage from Has-
kins’ 2021 arrest obtained by The Couri-
er Journal under Kentucky’s open rec-
ords law, the video abruptly skips ahead
when it appears Haskins and an officer
may be about to enter into some sort of
confrontation.

The footage jumps nearly a minute
into the future to a point where Haskins
is on the ground and the officer is aiming
a taser at him, threatening to fire it
again.

In the footage, The Courier Journal
did not observe any incident that re-
sembled Haskins punching the officer.

Lack of evidence leads to policy
changes, lawsuits

Lack of evidence is a recurring theme
in Christian County.

Bolen, who was appointed the coun-
ty’s top prosecutor in 2023 after her
predecessor stepped down facing im-
peachment over prosecutorial miscon-
duct, said she stopped pursuing cases
where body camera footage did not
match up with police reports.

“Your report and your body cam
should match, right? Because if it
doesn’t match, you have to ask why. Was
there a malfunction? Or did the event
not happen?” she recently told The Cou-
rier Journal.

“So when you have, for example, the
citation or the report saying this and
then when you look at body cam that
does not show that at all — and you’re
looking at body cam from several differ-
ent officers that doesn’t show what’s in
that citation at all, that’s a problem.”

Discrepancies between body camera
footage and reports are not just about
innocent people being charged with
crimes they did not commit, she said.
They can also sink cases and let guilty
parties walk free.

“If you’re sitting on the jury, and
you’re hearing officer testimony, and
you’re seeing what the citation says,
and you’re looking at the body cam and
there’s nothing on the body cam that
even correlates with what the officer
wrote down, wouldn’t you have a hard
time convicting somebody beyond a
reasonable doubt as to whether or not
that person did that or not?” she asked.

Issues with evidence in Christian
County cases involving Black defen-
dants have also resulted in additional
federal lawsuits.

One, filed by Wimberly last year, is on
behalf of D’Shayvion Baker and Ky-
reisha Williams, who are brother and
sister, according to the attorney.

The lawsuit alleges an HPD officer
and former Christian County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Rick Boling conspired
against Baker, who was charged with 

Hopkinsville
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See HOPKINSVILLE, Page 4A
Former state Rep. Jeff Taylor at his home in Hopkinsville on March 20.
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Jerone Malveaux, 32, was arrested by
Hopkinsville Police on drug and gun
charges after a search warrant tied his
vehicle to a homicide scene. Months
later, police admitted the evidence
they cited in the warrant did not exist.
His charges were ultimately dropped.
CLARE GRANT/COURIER JOURNAL
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1. Payments of $206.42 per month on new Kubota BX1880 equipment based on sales price of $14,500.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 72 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or 
taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2025. See dealership for details. 2. Payments of $263.37 per month on new Kubota BX2680RV equipment based on sales price of $18,500.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 72 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit 
Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2025. See dealership for details. 3. Payments of $338.72 per month on new Kubota B2601HSD equipment based on 
sales price of $23,800.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 72 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2025. See 
dealership for details. 4. Payments of $393.63 per month on new Kubota L2502HST equipment based on sales price of $27,650.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 72 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, 
freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2025. See dealership for details. 5. Payments of $157.23 per month on new Kubota Z252KW54 equipment based on sales price of $7,399.00 at $0 down, 1.99% A.P.R. for 48 months. Financing available 
from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2025. See dealership for details. 6. Payments of $195.48 per month on new Kubota Z422KWT-60 
equipment based on sales price of $9,199.00 at $0 down, 1.99% A.P.R. for 48 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 
6/30/2025. See dealership for details. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications are based on various standards or recommended practices. KOD-24-152292-1

Bring Home 
The Kubota You Want

BX1880 Tractor w/ 54”Deck Only

• 16.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine

• 4WD with Rear Differential Lock Standard 

• Category I, 3-Point Hitch

$0 Down 0% APR 1

$206.42/mo 1

$0 Down 0% APR 3

$338.72/mo 3

B2601HSD  Tractor w/LA435 Loader Only

• 24.3 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine

• Semi-Flat Deck • Slanted Hood

• Easy to Read Backlit Dash Panel

$0 Down 0% APR 4

$393.63/mo 4

L2502HST
• 24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine

• Hydrostatic (HST) Transmission • 4WD

• Improved, Comfortable Suspension Seat

$0 Down 1.99% APR 5

$157.23/mo 5

$0 Down 1.99% APR 6

$195.48mo 6

Z252KW54 
• 24 Gross HP,† Gasoline, Air-Cooled V-Twin Engine

• 54” Welded Mower Deck 

• Fixed ROPS To Ensure Operator Safety

425 Main Street
Palmyra, IN
812-364-6141
www.jacobisales.com 

Check out our 

Open House 

Savings!

BX2680V-1 Tractor w/60”Deck Only

• 21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine

• 4WD with Rear Differential Lock Standard

• Category I, 3-Point Hitch

$0 Down 0% APR 2

$263.37/mo 2

Z422KWT-60
• 24 Gross HP,† 2-Cylinder Gasoline Engine

• Steel Welded 60” Mower Deck

• Deluxe Adjustable Suspension Seat

Tractor w/R4 Tires 
&LA526 Loader Only

stealing a firearm owned by Williams af-
ter it was found in a vehicle he was in
while in another county.

However, according to Wimberly,
Williams never said her gun was stolen.

Further, the lawsuit alleges, police re-
fused to give the gun back to Williams,
because it was considered evidence af-
ter it was seized.

Wimberly and McGee filed another
lawsuit last year on behalf of two Black
women who were arrested in 2022 for a
brutal 2006 cold case murder of an 84-
year-old white man named Roscoe
Mayes.

A Christian County Sheriff’s Office
detective, presented to a grand jury by
Boling, testified a hair found on the cane
used to beat the elderly man “matched”
Lashanda Person, who he said was
planning to rob the victim under the
guise of doing “a trick” — a euphemism
for prostitution.

However, in reality, the DNA analysis
of the hair found neither Person, nor
maternal family members, could be ex-
cluded as the source.

Christian County Circuit Court Judge
Andrew Self dismissed the charges
against Person and Anastaja Hathaway
in 2023, citing the discrepancy over the
DNA evidence.

At the time, Boling told The Courier
Journal he did nothing wrong, and he
believed the women would ultimately
be convicted of murder.

Wimberly said his clients had no con-
nection to the murdered man.

“They had no kind of interaction with
this gentleman. Didn’t even know this
gentleman,” he said.

Most recently, an April 8 lawsuit filed
by Wimberly accuses Boling and HPD
officers of presenting “false and sub-
stantial misleading testimony” regard-
ing Mory Burse, a Black man charged
with a 2021 murder. The lawsuit also al-
leged Boling kept exculpatory evidence
showing another man was responsible
for the murder away from defense coun-
sel in a file labeled “‘Do Not Share With
Burse Defense Counsel!,’ or words to
that effect.”

Prosecutors moved to dismiss the
case against Burse last year after a new
potential suspect surfaced, writing “at
this point in time, no jury could find, be-
yond a reasonable doubt, that Mr. Burse

committed the offense.”
Contacted by phone, Boling declined

to speak with The Courier Journal.
After Boling resigned in 2023 facing

impeachment in the legislature over
prosecutorial misconduct in separate
instances, his successor, Bolen,
dropped charges against Malveaux, the
man arrested amid the 2020 homicide
investigation.

Greene, who represented Malveaux
in that case, said he had seen weak
cases before, but never such a strong
disconnect between the evidence police
said they had and what they actually
had.

“It was just weird that there would be
so much mentioned that they couldn’t
produce,” he told The Courier Journal.
“That’s not normal. That’s not common.
I can’t think of a case quite like it where
I’ve had stuff that they talk about, yet
they can’t show me. It just doesn’t hap-
pen.”

Hopkinsville a ‘powder keg’

Leaders in Hopkinsville’s Black com-
munity say the way their community is
policed has led to tensions that could re-
sult in unrest.

“Some people believe ... that (we’re)
just a powder keg waiting to explode if
they continue to do bad policing,” said
John Banks, a former local NAACP
president.

He added: “The bottom line is, they
police us differently than they do them.”

Taylor, the former Democratic state
representative, felt similarly.

“You’re playing with fire,” he said.
“You’re two seconds away from being
Louisville [in 2020]. Wake up. This is
the smoke again. Wake up, this is where
you’re heading. We don’t want it. I don’t
want the national exposure.”

Some residents say Black drivers are
pulled over without probable cause by
officers hoping to find evidence of a
crime once a traffic stop is initiated —
something for which the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice criticized Louisville’s
police department in 2023.

“Let three Black guys, young guys, be
riding in a nice-looking car with some
rims on it. They’re going to stop them.
They’re going to figure out a way,” said
Pastor Perry Greenwade, a formerly in-
carcerated Black Hopkinsville resident
who leads the Little River Baptist
Church in neighboring Trigg County.
“They’re going to say you didn’t turn on
your (signal). They’re going to say you
didn’t come to a complete stop at that
sign. Anything to get to that window
and see if there’s any activity going on.”

The refusal of HPD to discipline
Kline, the officer who made the TikTok,
has heightened concerns about how the
police force is led.

“If the superiors thought this was OK,
then we know there’s some other stuff
that’s not OK — we just don’t see it,” said
Bonnie Lynch, the wife of former Hop-
kinsville Mayor Wendell Lynch and a
participant in a 2023 protest outside

HPD headquarters calling for Kline’s re-
moval.

Bernard Standard, who previously
headed Hopkinsville’s Human Rights
Commission, agreed.

“It perpetuates the whole idea
they’re going to do what they want to
do,” he said. “And why complain? You
know they’re not going to do anything.
And when you do [complain], nothing
happens. So, it perpetuates the whole
perception that the police department is
not community friendly.”

Kline left HPD last year and joined
the small police force in Oak Grove, a
town on the border with Tennessee that
abuts the U.S. Army’s Fort Campbell.

However, according to a letter ob-
tained by The Courier Journal, Kline put
in his two-week notice with that depart-
ment in January.

Court records indicate he was work-
ing as a deputy with the Christian Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office through at least April
of this year. 

However, in an email, Christian
County Sheriff Tyler DeArmond told
The Courier Journal Kline’s employ-
ment with the department ended on
April 11, but he declined to provide fur-
ther details. 

The fact that Kline remained a law
enforcement officer in the county after
the TikTok episode did not sit well with
Redwine, the NAACP president.

“They can disrespect the citizens
here in Hopkinsville and still maintain
their position, but a person that’s work-
ing at a fast-food restaurant will get ter-
minated because somebody com-
plained about the fries not being hot
enough,” she said in March, when Kline
was still a Christian County Sheriff’s Of-
fice deputy. “Make that make sense.”

Malveaux, who was arrested amid
the 2020 homicide investigation, never
filed a lawsuit or complaint over what
happened to him at the hands of HPD.

“We in a small town,” he said. “So, am
I going to say I have a target on my back?
I wouldn’t really look at it like that, but
it’s still intimidating, to even speak out
about this ... because these are the peo-
ple that are most powerful that we
know.

“...Who I’m going to call on — the po-
lice?”

Josh Wood is an investigative report-
er who focuses on public safety and gov-
ernment. He can be reached at
jwood@courier-journal.com or on X,
formerly known as Twitter, at @JWood-
Journo . 
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John Banks, the former head of the Hopkinsville NAACP, likened Hopkinsville to
a “powder keg ready to explode” because of how the city, particularly its Black
community, is policed. CLARE GRANT/COURIER JOURNAL
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HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. — It was the kind of rare,
bombshell press release that stops you in your tracks.

On official commonwealth’s attorney’s office let-
terhead, Christian County’s top prosecutor, Stepha-
nie Bolen, laid out serious allegations of misconduct
spanning all levels of the local criminal justice sys-
tem.

A prosecutor who was previously in private prac-
tice prosecuted his former clients in related cases.

A drug case against a young Black man was
dropped when it turned out the evidence cited by po-
lice to get a warrant never existed.

A lawsuit that alleged a Black man was pulled
over, and ultimately arrested, when police lacked
probable cause.

“Although these are so brazen, they are all a part of
the public record. This information is available to ev-
eryone, yet nothing has been said or done,” Bolen
wrote in the Oct. 22, 2023, press release. “People 

At least 19 people are dead and 10 injured, some
critically, after a destructive tornado outbreak rav-
aged portions of Kentucky on May 16, leaving a “trail
of destruction” and piles of rubble in areas where
neighborhoods once stood.

Meteorologists from the National Weather Service
in Paducah said at least three tornadoes touched

down in West Kentucky — one EF-3 tornado in Mor-
ganfield in Union County, about 74 miles northeast of
Paducah, and two separate EF-2 tornadoes that
touched down in Christian and Todd counties. 

A tornado believed to be an EF-3 that swept
through Laurel and Pulaski counties is considered to
be responsible for most of the officially confirmed
deaths so far, after it ripped through the city of Lon-
don and Laurel County in southeast Kentucky. The 

Jeff Davis, left, embraced homeowner Houston Rea, who suffered a total toss of his home, after a tornado
tore through the Sublimity neighborhood along Miller Lane in London on May 18.
SAM UPSHAW JR./COURIER JOURNAL

19 CONFIRMED DEAD
AS STATE DIGS OUT 

Tornado toll likely to increase amid ‘a lot of trauma’ 
Marina Johnson, Leo Bertucci, Killian Baarlaer,
Keisha Rowe and Stephanie Kuzydym
Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See TORNADOES, Page 2A

New York native Ben Shuldiner is hoping to a land
the lead role in a district similar — albeit far smaller —
than the one he is currently running. 

As the superintendent of Lansing School District,
Shuldiner’s self-ascribed accomplishments since tak-
ing the Michigan job include his opening of a school for
newly arrived immigrants, much like Jefferson County
Public Schools’ Newcomer Academy.

What to know about the two JCPS superintendent finalists
Krista Johnson Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See SHULDINER, Page 9A

Harold Brian Yearwood is used to overcoming the
odds.

A native of Trinidad, Yearwood grew up in poverty.
But despite irregular access to tennis equipment, pub-
lic courts or a coach, he represented his Caribbean na-
tion at the junior Wimbledon tennis championship in
1978 and 1979 — an accomplishment that taught him
“resilience and dedication,” according to an interview 

Krista Johnson Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

See YEARWOOD, Page 9A

Meet finalists at forums
h The pair will answer questions from community
members during two separate forums today.

h The first will be from
4-6 p.m. at the JCPS
Center for Professional
Learning, 3903 Atkinson
Square Drive.

h The second will be
from 7-9 p.m. at
Stopher Elementary,
14417 Aiken Road.

h Watch a livestream of the first forum
at courier-journal.com.

PART THREE

Josh Wood Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK

She tried 
to blow
the whistle
on her county’s
justice system. 

NOTHING
HAPPENED.

Attorney
Stephanie
Bolen at her
office in
Hopkinsville.
She now
represents
low-income
individuals.
SAM UPSHAW

JR./COURIER

JOURNAL

See SMALL TOWN, Page 6A


