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Fatal police chase ended
innocent Army vet’s dream

DANIEL SHULAR, TULSA WORLD
Jasmine Harrel, left, sits with her mother, Kim Guthrie-Harrel, as Kim speaks about her daughter Logan Harrel during a Jan. 17 interview. Logan
Harrel was killed in a high-speed car chase over what was broadcast as a suicidal juvenile runaway in a stolen vehicle in Rogers County.

Other agencies had called off pursuit of juvenile crime spree

COREY JONES
Public Service Journalism Team

VINITA — Kim Guthrie-Harrel
noticed police lights flashing from
across street in the late morning
hours while driving Route 66 near
Foyil, Oklahoma.

“Highway rules)’ Kim thought,
as she began to slow and move
over. Suddenly she saw a truck
speeding over railroad tracks in
front of the police lights and di-
rectly for her vehicle.

She reached to shield her
23-year-old daughter, Logan,
from the passenger-side impact.

Airbags blasted out and glass
showered.

Someone put Kim in a neck
brace while she pleaded for them
to help Logan, not herself.

“I'knew at that time she was
partially ejected out the backseat
door,” Kimrecalled. “She was still
buckled in and everything, so the
impact actually moved the seat”

Logan Dawn Harrel, a vibrant
and witty Army veteran and
freshman college student, was
dead. She was killed by a high-
speed police chase over what was
broadcast as a suicidal juvenile
runaway in a stolen vehicle on
Oct. 20 in Rogers County.

“There’s days that we're good

Logan Harrel

and we can share memories and
laugh and go on and have our nor-
mal days,” Kim said three months
later in an interview with the
Tulsa World and Lee Enterprises’
Public Service Journalism Team.
“And then there’s days that we’ll
just be sitting in the living room
and a commercial will come on
and we start bawling.”

Prior to the fatal wreck, Vinita
police had stopped chasing An-
thony Giancola, 17, because they
thought the teen was attempting
suicide-by-cop. Those officers
deemed it not worth the high-
speed pursuit’s grave dangers as

COURTESY

police already were able to elec-
tronically track the stolen car’s
location.

However, the Rogers County
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China
counters
Trump
tariffs

KEN MORITSUGU AND HUIZHONG WU
Associated Press

BEIJING — China announced retal-
iatory tariffs on select American im-
ports and an antitrust investigation
into Google on Tuesday, just minutes
after asweepinglevy on Chinese prod-
uctsimposed by U.S. President Donald
Trump took effect.

American tariffs on imports from
Canada and Mexico were also sched-
uled to go into effect Tuesday before
Trump agreed to a 30-day pause, as
the two countries acted to address his
concerns about border security and
drug trafficking. Trump planned to
talk with Chinese President Xi Jinping
in the coming days.

“Itis being scheduled and will hap-
pen very soon,” White House Press Sec-
retary Karoline Leavitt said Tuesday.

This isn’t the first round of tit-for-
tat actions between the two countries.
China and the U.S. engaged in an esca-
lating trade war in 2018, when Trump
repeatedly raised tariffs on Chinese
goods and China responded each time.

Please see TARIFFS, Page A3

REP. RONALD STEWART
ON TULSA’S FUTURE

Entrepreneurship,
strong families
pave future path

Editor’s note: In February, the Tulsa
World is sharing a series of thoughts
from Black Tulsans about the future of
Tulsa and what role they are playing to
make it happen.

s anative Black Tulsan, I am
Acommilled to shaping a future

that provides economic op-
portunity, stability and generational
wealth for my community. Through
targeted legislation and advocacy,
Tam working to address key areas
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Sheriff’s Office soon found that will uplift families
and pursued Giancola after he and businesses while
wrecked that vehicle in a ditch strengthening the
and stole a nearby pickup to foundation of our city.
continue fleeing. An Oklahoma One of my top prior-
Highway Patrol trooper assisted ities is affordable hous-
with the chase. ing legislation designed
Sheriff Scott Walton said a REP. to create pathways to
“prolonged and potentially vio- RONALD  generational wealth.
lent spree” could have unfolded STEWART Homeownership is one
if Rogers County deputies hadn’t - of the most effective
ways to build financial
Please see HARREL, Page A4
Please see STEWART, Page A3
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intervened.

Logan’s tragic killing occurred
in a state with the eighth-high-
est rate of police vehicle-pursuit
deaths per 100,000 residents
from 2016-2022, according to
a World and Lee Public Service
Journalism Team investigation.

About one of every four peo-
ple killed in Oklahoma vehicle
chases during that time were
innocent bystanders who hadn’t
been directly part of the pursuits.
And traffic violations or property
crimes prompted the vast major-
ity of the deadly chases — factors
that leading experts say should
negate high-speed pursuits.

Giancola survived his violent
crash into the Harrel family’s SUV.
The 17-year-old is charged as an
adult with first-degree murder in
Logan’s death in Rogers County.

He also is charged with endan-
gering others while attempting
to elude, causing great bodily
injury while attempting to elude,
larceny of a vehicle, possession of
a stolen vehicle and a pattern of
criminal offenses.

For Kim and her family, they are
“learning a new normal”

Logan had just returned home
to start her first semester at Rog-
ers State University in Claremore.
She was to study elementary ed-
ucation after four years of Army
service, including a stint in Ku-
wait as a JAG Corps paralegal.
The 2019 graduate of Vinita High
School aspired to become a math
teacher.

Her mother recalled Logan’s
free spirit. She would dress for
school as a youngster in polka
dots and stripes because she was
comfortable — no matter if others
might tease her for it.

Logan advocated for herself and
others from an early age.

“She was a defender of every-
one. She hated bullies,” Kim said.
“She would defend the littlest
people, even if she was the only
person standing up for them. She
‘was very vocal like that.”

Jasmine, one of four close sib-
lings, described herself and Logan
as inseparable.

The two hung out on lunch
breaks. They Facetimed every
day — even if just to have their
phones sitting next to each other
while watching TV.

“It’s hard just having to real-
ize — like every day — something
else that she’s missed out on. Or
something that’s going to happen
in everyone else’s future but it's
not going to happen in hers,” Jas-
mine said. “It feels crazy saying
that I feellike I think about it ev-
ery day, every minute. But I do.”

Jasmine said she and her family
arereserving comments about the
police chase itself because the in-
vestigation and case are ongoing.

‘Waves of
processing grief’

Kim was driving Logan to buy
awet hair brush and shop around
in Claremore. Later that day, Kyle
— her son and Logan’s brother —
‘would hold a gender reveal party
for his first child.

The violent passenger -side im-
pact sent Kim Guthrie-Harrel’s
SUV and life into a spin.

After the impact, her Chevrolet
Trailblazer rotated to rest in the
grassy median on Route 66 at East
410 Road near Foyil — about 10
minutes northeast of Claremore.
The fleeing Chevrolet Duramax
rolled over in a cloud of dust and
debris.

A person who witnessed the
crash compressed a bleeding
‘wound on Kim. As Logan’s death
dawned on her, the man helping
Kim talked to calm her — “T am
eternally grateful for that” — be-

X
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Hailey Bump, from left, Jazlyn French, MacKenzie Harms, Amber Smith, Jasmine Harrel and Lindsay Leach look
at photos and mementos of Jasmine’s sister Logan Harrel.

DANIEL SHULAR, TULSA WORLD

A Will Rogers Elementary School diploma stands with other mementos
rom Logan Harrel as friends and family members joined to remember

f
her.

DANIEL SHULAR, TULSA WORLD

Logan Harrel's father Deric Harrel, left, sister Jasmine Harrel and mother
Kim Guthrie-Harrel have have avoided comments on the car chase that
killed Logan while the investigation is ongoing.

fore she was placed in a medical
helicopter and flown to a Tulsa
hospital.

She had a fractured sternum
and several broken ribs. She has
shoulder issues now, too.

“It’s not fun being an old per-
son trying to heal,” Kim said. “In
this cold weather, it doesn’t feel
really good.”

Shopping was a hobby — or
habit — for Logan. So, too, were
Crocs, which she wore with her
prom dress and graduation gown
— or really with any outfit, given
her stockpile.

Logan also collected several
Army commendation medals.
Perhaps as gratifying were the
QuikTrip taquitos with family
in Tulsa for her first meal off the
plane from Kuwait.

“One day Jasmine came in, and
she was just mad for no reason.
She was just mad,” Kim said. “She
‘was crying because she was mad
she didn’t get to share an expe-
rience with her sister. So we ride
those waves of processing grief.”

Logan played the flute and tuba
inband. She ran hurdles in track.

She was a cheerleader and
cheer coach — “grandma” to the
RSU cheer squad as she was older
than the assistant coach.

“She was a smart kid, always a
smart kid,” Kim said.

Hearing voices or ‘sound
mind’?

Giancola’s and Logan’s loved
ones were seated on opposite

sides of a Rogers County District
Court room in Claremore on Jan.

©

Moist eyes were on both sides
for the brief start of the 17-year-
old’s preliminary hearing. It was
continued to Thursday.

The probable cause arrest affi-
davit describes Giancola as autis-
tic and says he had mental health
issues that included hearing
voices. It also lays out his alleged
admissions to stealing cars, a
home invasion (not known to law
enforcement until after his arrest)
and multiple high-speed chases.

Ultimately, Rogers County
Sheriff’s Deputy Keenin Marcotte
wrote that Giancola was articu-

x
SCREENSHOT

Rogers County Sheriff's Office dash-cam video captured the fatal wreck. The Harrel family's SUV spun after a
passenger-side impact, while a stolen pickup driven by Anthony Giancola rolled over in a cloud of dust and debris.

late and “appeared to be of sound
mind,” speaking in a “deliberate

Giancola wrote an apology
letter to Kim in which he said
he wanted the death penalty for
himself, Marcotte wrote.

“Giancola stated that he knew
right from wrong and appeared to
be well aware of the consequences
of his actions,” the deputy added.

Giancola reportedly told Mar-
cotte that on Oct. 16 — a few days
before the deadly pursuit — he
had stopped taking his medica-
tions, including mood stabilizers.

He had begun hearing a voice
in his head. He was terminated
from his job on Oct. 18. The voice
told him to travel from Missouri
through Texas to California.

After his truck’s fuel ran empty
Oct. 19, Giancola reportedly stole
a Chevrolet Impala from a res-
idence in Missouri. Police con-
tacted him later as he slept in the
Impala.

“(He) fled from this encounter,
which initiated a brief vehicle
pursuit,” Marcotte wrote. “Gi-
ancola evaded law enforcement
by admittedly traveling at a high
rate of speed while traveling into
oncoming traffic”

The voice in Giancola’s head
reportedly told him to visit the
home of a former mentor and
steal his vehicle to abandon the
Impala. He entered through an
unlocked door while he heard the
man snoring.

Marcotte wrote that Giancola
described planning to “murder
everyone in that house” — but
instead left in the stolen Impala
because the key fob he took didn’t
unlock any vehicles.

The teenager allegedly then
stole an unlocked Subaru For-
ester, which he drove into Okla-
homa.

Vinita police
call off chase

The Vinita Police Department
received areport of someone try-
ing unsuccessfully to burglarize
vehicles in a church parking lot
about 9:53 a.m. Oct. 20.

Nearly an hour earlier, VPD had
been notified by a Missouri police
agency that they were electroni-
cally tracking a Forester stolen by
a suicidal juvenile runaway with
a knife who was headed toward
Vinita.

An officer soon saw a Forester
‘matching the description and tried
to pullit over. Giancola sped off.

Vinita Police Chief Mark John-
son said that after about three
minutes his lieutenant called off
the chase because of the driver’s
behavior and information from
Missouri.

Johnson said the lieutenant re-
alized that the teen wanted to die,
perhaps “by cop” or otherwise.

“I appreciate my officers for
making judgment calls” Miller
said. “It’s hard sometimes when
officers get in pursuits for them
to be able to back themselves off
and realize that it’s not necessarily
worth it to the public.

“SoIappreciate my guys forre-
alizing that and making the right
decision”

A dispatcher put that infor-
mation out on law enforcement
airwaves.

“Vinita PD also advised that
he's trying to do suicide-by-cop,”
the dispatcher said.

Two attempts
at spike strips

The Rogers County Sheriff’s
Office initially didn’t chase Gi-
ancola.

He reportedly sped into small-
town Foyil on Route 66 at 124
mph — too fast for a deputy who
had to turn around and estimated
that the Forester was about amile
ahead of him.

About 15 minutes later, Deputy
Marcotte spotted the Forester
wrecked in a rural ditch. He en-
countered a nearby resident who
said his Chevrolet Duramax had
just been stolen.

Sheriff Walton said that at that
point Rogers County had two
pieces of documentation: The
fleeing man had wrecked a car
driving fast, and now he was in
another one driving fast.

“He’s going to continue to drive
fast and recklessly;” Walton said.
“So we engage him in the second
pursuit real quick.”

Marcotte found the fleeing Du-
ramax after about three minutes.
Nearby, Sgt. Austin Fullerton
threw out spike strips in prepa-
ration.

A minute later, Fullerton’s
body-camera footage showed Gi-
ancola slow almost to a stop as he
‘went intoa ditch to try to maneu-
ver around the spikes. Fullerton
ranup to the driver’s side with his
firearm in hand yelling at Giancola
to get out.

But the teen sped off again, and
Fullerton went back to his patrol
SUV.

The “public narrative” report
from the Sheriff’s Office claimed
that Giancola was “swerving at
Deputies” — a claim that was re-
futed by Fullerton’s body-cam and
other video footage.

About three minutes later, a
Highway Patrol trooper got spike
strips in front of the truck again.
A “good stick” that time.

The deadly crash occurred only
about 20 seconds later.

“Your heart breaks for the in-
nocent victims” Walton said.
“It’s a tragedy of big magnitude
that twoladies are going down the
road, and one of their lives is taken
away and the other one loses her
daughter and is seriously injured
as aresult of his poor decisions.”

Corey Jones of Tulsa is a member
of Lee Enterprises’ Public Service
Journalism Team. corey.jones@
lee.net

Remembering Logan Harrel

“Logan could change your life in a second, just with her spontaneity
and her humor. Her quick wit — always had a comeback for some-
thing, no matter how unhinged it was. She was just living. Incredible.

Truthfully, an awesome kid.”

— Lindsay Leach, friend, on Logan’s impact on people in her life

“I was brand new to Vinita; knew nobody; didn’t have any friends. The
very first day, probably not even 10 minutes after we got there, Logan
was talking to me. She made a point to welcome me, because | was so
new. And pretty much from that moment on, | was like, ‘This girl is my

best friend.”

— Hailey Bump, friend, on how they met during their freshman year

of high school

“I've never met anybody else like Logan, and | don't think I ever will.

She was that unique.

— Mackenzie Harms, cousin, on Logan's one-of-a-kind nature

“I think she started wearing crocs in high school. In a couple of years
she had everyone in the family wearing them.”

— Deric Harrel, father, on Logan’s strong influence

“She took my tiny humans as her own, as if they were her own nieces
— not second cousins. She didn't care. Those were her babies.”

~ Amber Smith, cousin, on how great Logan was with kids

“She made it a point to make sure that everybody around her felt in-
cluded, and that's what | needed in a friend. | needed somebody who
made sure that | was a part of things, and she made sure everybody

was, no matter where you were.”

— Jazlyn French, friend, on how Logan loved bringing together peo-

ple and communities
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Oklahoma Highway Patrol
‘Trooper Eric Smith fumbled with
his handgun and the cord used to
deploy a set of spike strips along-
side Interstate 40 near McLoud as
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DEADLY PURSUITS INVESTIGATION

Firearms add to chase safety risk

Records reveal details from cases of shooting
guns with innocent people in harm’s way

an eluding driver approached.

His partner trained his rifle on
the fleeing SUV in the morning
light. It was around 8:50 a.m., and
theroadway was active with other
motorists.

With one hand, Smith tugged
the spike strips into the west-

bound lanes in an attempt to
puncture the tires of the fleeing
vehicle.

Smith then dropped the cord
to bring his second hand onto
his firearm and shot four times
at the Chevrolet Tahoe — with
innocent people driving by in the
background — as the SUV swerved
away from Smith to try to avoid
the spikes.

Trooper Matthew Snyder, who

aimed the rifle, didn’t fire.

‘The OHP suspended Smith for
one workday without pay, which
was the minimum presumptive
discipline for his level of conduct,
according to the Jan. 8, 2024, dis-
ciplinary letter.

The letter broadly called his
combined use of spike strips and
handgun “fundamentally incon-
sistent” with training and guide-
lines but not excessive or unlaw-

tulsaworld.com

ful. It said he violated a firearms
safety rule because he “failed to
account for oncoming traffic” that
would be vulnerable to his gunfire.

ATulsa World investigation has
found at least five instances of
troopers shooting guns at vehicles
with innocent people in harm’s
way or cocking rifles in their laps
during high-speed pursuits in

Please see CHASE, Page A4
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Interim Oklahoma State University President Jim Hess speaks during an interview at Whitehurst Hall in Stillwater. A colleague gave him a
name plate that says “fixer of everything,” Hess said. “I've kind of been viewed as a turnaround specialist.”

Taking up the mantle

Jim Hess says he owed it to
OSU to answer the school’s
call for an interim president

RANDY KREHBIEL
Tulsa World

Oklahoma State University interim
President Jim Hess is not flashy. By his
own admission, he’s spent most of his 43
years in higher education trying not to be
noticed.

But he was noticed. For decades, first at

Rogers State and then at OSU, presidents
assigned him their most complicated and
onerous chores. Which is why, when OSU
needed a president on 24 hours’ notice, Jim
Hess got the call.

“To be frank, my initial reaction was,
‘They probably can do better than me,”
Hess told the Tulsa World during an inter-
view in the president’s office on the Still-
water campus. “But I agreed to do it be-
cause I love the university. It really changed
the trajectory of my life, and I owed it to
‘Oklahoma State University to say yes.”

Whether the 67-year-old Hess could
someday have the “interim” taken off his

title is unclear.

“T'll tell you what I told our Board of
Regents” Hess said. “When someone is
appointed to be an interim president or
an interim dean, or whatever the job as-
signment is, there are really only two ap-
proaches to take.

“One is tojust do the job in front of you
every day and make the best decisions you
canmake that are in the long-term best in-
terest of the institution, regardless of how
it affects you.

“The other approach is to audition for

Please see HESS, Page AS

TPS audit
details
‘shocked’
leaders

Former exec ran personal
business on district time,
accepted payments from
a district vendor

ANDREA EGER
Tulsa World

The long-awaited forensic audit
of Tulsa Public Schools contained a
few “surprises” for school district
officials, State Auditor and Inspec-
tor Cindy Byrd said at a Tulsa forum
Thursday evening.

Bombshell would be a more pre-
cise description for the revelation
about longtime TPS executive Chris
Hudgins, who had been managing
hundreds of millions in voter-ap-
proved dollars for capital improve-
ment projects since 2015 and as-
sisting in that work for many years
previously.

State examiners found Hudgins
to have been running a personal ar-
chitectural consulting business on
district time and computers — and
accepting payments of hundreds
of thousands of dollars from a Tul-
sa-based engineering firm that was
aTPS vendor.

Here it is, straight from the Feb. 27
state audit report: “FINDING: Chris
Hudgins, Executive Director of Bond
& Energy Management ... violated
policy and possibly statute by per-
forming work through his personally
owned company for TPS vendor Al-

Please see AUDIT, Page A8
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which they weren’t being shot
at or threatened with firearms —
drawing questions about insti-
tutional firearm tactics, training
and safety.

Angelo Brown, an Arkansas
State University criminology re-
searcher and professor, said the
cases could be indicators of a sys-
tematic problem within the OHP.
Perhaps troopers learn “unoffi-
cial” practices in the field, lack
accountability or are “too ready
to use their firearms;” he said.

“Even planning to shoot from a
‘moving vehicle — that’s also not
in any training I've ever heard of,”
Brown said. “It’s dangerous for
the officers themselves, and the
accuracy of it is just really, really
low”

Brown expressed concern that
the Highway Patrol’s one-day
suspension of Smith — “very
minimal” — doesn’t reflect the
seriousness of the situation or
serve as a deterrent for troopers.

Brown, who is a member of
the Academy of Criminal Justice
Sciences, said the chances of an
officer accurately shooting a tire
or fleeing driver on a highway is
slim to none. And succeeding with
either could send the vehicle out
of control in traffic.

“] don’t think any agency
would ever have officers trained
with shooting a vehicle like that,”
Brown said. “So that seems (to be
using) discretionin a very negative
‘way, and that seems extremely in-
appropriate.”

In an interview with OHP in-
vestigators more than two months
after the incident, Smith said he
decided to shoot at the right rear
tire because he was concerned
that the westbound fleeing driver
might make it to the Oklahoma
City metro area and endanger
‘more people.

“I know there was eastbound
traffic; I did check,” Smith said.
“I don’t remember seeing any at
the moment of the shooting”

Dash-cam video shows Smith
mostly looking east toward the
approaching suspect’s westbound
vehicle. Smith doesn’t appear to
look for eastbound motorists who
would be driving into his gunfire
before he began pulling the trig-
ger.

Not a police standard

The Council on Law Enforce-
ment Education and Training is
mandated by Oklahoma law to
establish basic peace officer mini-
mum standards and training.

CLEET doesn’t have a standard
or teach officers to shoot at mov-
ing or fleeing vehicles, according
toMarcus Williams, deputy direc-
tor of CLEET.

“The decision to shoot at a ve-
hicleis determined by the policies

people on the other side of the
target vehicle was a firearm safety
rule violation that created “de-
monstrable serious risk of harm.”

His minimum unpaid suspen-
sion of one workday could have
been as high as 30 workdays and/
or demotion, according to his dis-
ciplinary letter. Smith also was
assessed 16 hours of remedial
training.

Tulsa World attempts to speak
with Department of Public Safety
Commissioner Tim Tipton — who
oversees the OHP — or have him
respond to written questions
weren’t responded to by the OHP.

The chase and shooting

On Oct. 9, 2022, officers from
the Pottawatomie County Sher-
iff’s Office reportedly were pursu-
ing an SUV’s driver on suspicion
of stealing a firearm from an RV at
a campsite that morning.

The chase reached 1-40 and
headed toward two troopers,
Smith and Snyder, who were on an
unrelated DUIT traffic stop. Smith
got ready, holding the spike strips
in his off hand and his sidearm in
his dominant hand, according to
his disciplinary letter.

Smith told OHP investigators
that the driver initially moved
onto the outside shoulder toward
him and Snyder before then ma-
neuvering to the inside shoulder
totry to go around the spike strips.

“There was concern for him ei-
ther striking us or being in a po-
sition where he can shoot out his
(passenger-side) window at us’
Smith said. “Once he went to the
inside, I chose — instead of using
force against him — (to) use force
against his vehicle because he was
on the opposite side. The threat
(level) went down.”

A pursuing McLoud police of-
ficer noted that the Tahoe’s right
rear tire did hit the spike strip. The
device, called Stop Sticks, is de-
signed to modulate the release of
air from tires to avoid blowouts.

The officer radioed 80 seconds
later that the tire was deflating. It
soon left shredded pieces of rub-
ber strewn across the interstate,
and the high-speed chase came
to an end. The driver fled on foot
into awooded areaand was appre-
hended after a brief search.

The OHP’s Pursuit Reporting
Form requires that a supplemen-
tal narrative be filed that details
events, driving behaviors and ac-
tions taken — which the agency
said wasn’t done in this case.

‘Alarming’ concerns
Smith’s shooting at a fleeing
vehicle despite innocent peo-
ple in the background happened
about 14 months after the World
published a seven-part series in
the summer of 2021 on the OHP’s
deadly pursuits and shootings.
The series revealed reckless

trooper actions, shoddy re-
cord-keeping, failure to address
alarming” concerns by

setby indi lay
agencies, taking into consider-
ation the specific circumstances
and risks involved,” Williams
wrote in response to Tulsa World
questions.

The Oklahoma Highway Patrol
conducts its own training acade-
mies instead of using CLEET.

In the Smith case, the OHP
deemed his deploying of spike
strips and firing of handgun to be
within the level of force permitted
bylaw or OHP policy, according to
his disciplinary letter.

It was his use of each in tan-
dem that the OHP registered as
“fundamentally  inconsistent”
with its training and guidelines

n “several ways” — all of which
were redacted by the agency.

The OHP emphasized that
Smith’s gunfire with innocent

commanders and the agency’s un-
willingness to formally review sev-
eral fatal chases despite red flags.

One of the World articles ex-
posed a January 2020 OHP memo
inwhich some commanders raised
red flags about an “alarming in-
crease” of troopers shooting
people and into cars — as well
as troopers “needlessly” placing
themselves in harm’s way to ne-
cessitate a deadly force response.

None of the concerns was ad-
dressed two months later in a
Chief’s Review Board report, with
an agency spokesperson saying
the purpose of that board wasn't
to address concerns or recom-
mendations made by the com-
mand staff.

Two cases referenced by the
memo have been covered by the

Screenshots from provided footage from Oct. 9, 2022, show Oklahoma Highway Patrol Trooper Eric Smith firing
gunshots at a fleeing SUV as innocent motorists drive by in his line of sight on Interstate 40 in Pottawatomie
County. A tow truck driver watches from behind an OHP patrol car.

A screenshot from provided body-worn camera footage on June 27, 2019, shows Oklahoma Highway Patrol
Trooper Brian Costanza after he fatally shot William Aubrey Martin 11 east of downtown Tulsa when Martin’s
pickup truck was high-centered on a fence in a residential neighborhood amid a vehicle pursuit. Costanza, a
member of the U.S. Marshals Violent Fugitive Task Force, said he fired shots because he saw the truck tires
suddenly begin spinning in reverse and was fearful it might back over him.

‘World.

In the first, Trooper James
McKee sprayed about 10 one-
handed gunshots in a McAlester
neighborhood while running be-
hind a slow-rolling SUV on July
17,2019.

Mark Anson Schoggins, the
fleeing driver who had beeniden-
tified earlier by a local officer, al-
ready had been shot in the chest
through the windshield by an-
other trooper after a high-speed
chase prompted by a stolen bottle
of vodka.

McKee’s errant gunfire pierced
the window of an occupied home
and struck a parked vehicle. His
shooting method was described
as “not a good tactic” by a Chief’s
Review Board that found training
issues but no policy violations.

In the second case, Trooper
Brian Costanza fired at least
10 gunshots toward the cab of
a pickup that was ensnared on
a home’s privacy fence east of
downtown Tulsa after a vehicle
pursuit of William Aubrey Martin
1T on June 27, 2019.

Only two of the rounds struck
and killed Martin in the residen-
tial neighborhood. He had been
wanted by the U.S. Marshals Ser-
vice on warrants related to several
felony drug and gun charges for
which he didn’t appear in court.

Costanza had positioned himself
on foot behind the stuck pickup
and then fired in the same mo-
ments his partner, a Tulsa County
sheriff’s deputy, rammed the rear
of the truck with their Jeep.

Both say they saw the pickup
shiftinto reverse, according to law
enforcement documents. The pair
were on a U.S. Marshals Service
task force and had spotted Martin
at a pawn shop.

Cocked rifles in laps
during chases

‘The World’s investigation later
found two separate instances in
which dash-cam video recorded
troopers putting their rifles in
their laps and cocking them

according to dash-camera video.

Eads’ in-car recording system
reportedly malfunctioned about
halfway through the pursuit and
before he caused the SUV to spin
out into a violent rollover at more
than 100 mph.

Vinnie Hamlet, the 17-year-old
driver who had been “joyriding”
in his grandmother’s vehicle, was
killed. Two survivors were seri-
ously injured.

Inaninterview 69 days after the
chase, Eads told OHP investiga-
tors that he had his rifle “next to
me.” Neither investigator pursued
questions about the rifle despite
having watched Eads’ video.

On Aug. 15, 2022, on Interstate
35 in Norman, Trooper Austin
May held a cocked rifle in his lap

during vehicle chases
by traffic infractions.
“Neither of these situations
had any police being shot at or
even threatened with firearms or
anything like that}” said Brown,
the Arkansas State University
criminologist. “SoIdon’t see why
they think it’s so necessary to have
their rifles out while driving.”
Trooper Tanner Eads cocked
hisrifle in his lap during alullina
chase and kept it there while driv-
ing in a pursuit that began with a
reportedly stolen license plate in
Cleveland County on Jan. 13,2021,

as a in a high-speed
chase that had been prompted
by a minor traffic infraction and
equipment failure, according to
dash-camera video.

The chase ended when a differ-
ent trooper spun out the fleeing
truck into a barrel roll, ultimately
killing two passengers in the flee-
ing vehicle — Ethan Mestas, 22,
and Mercedes Martinez, 26.

Corey Jones of Tulsa is a member of
Lee Enterprises’ Public Service
Journalism Team.
corey.jones@lee.net

Former public workers to get higher payments

The Social Security
Administration said
retroactive payments
are being processed

FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press

‘WASHINGTON — More than
3.2 million Social Security recip-
ients who received pensions from
their time as teachers, firefighters,
police officers and other public
service jobs soon will see a boost
in their benefits.

Most people will receive their
one-time retroactive payment
by the end of March, and new
monthly payments will begin in

April, the agency says.

The Social Security Adminis-

tration announced it would im-
mediately begin processing ret-
roactive payments and will send
increased monthly payments to
people affected by the Windfall
Elimination Provision and Gov-
ernment Pension Offset, which
‘were rescinded in the bipartisan
Social Security Fairness Act that
President Joe Biden signed last
year.
The Windfall Elimination Pro-
vision and the Government Pen-
sion Offset limited Social Security
Dbenefits for recipients if they got
retirement payments from other
sources, including public retire-
ment programs from a state or
local government.

Advocates say the Social Se-

curity Fairness Act rights a de-
cades-old disparity, thoughit also
puts a strain on Social Security
Trust Funds, which face a loom-
ing insolvency crisis.

The annual Social Security and
Medicare trustees report released
last May said the program’s trust
fund will be unable to pay full
benefits beginning in 2035. The
new law will hasten the program’s
insolvency date by about half a
year.

“Social Security’s aggressive
schedule to start issuing retroac-
tive payments in February and in-
crease monthly benefit payments
beginning in April supports Pres-

missioner of Social Security in a
statement. “The American people
deserve to get their due benefits as
quickly as possible.”

Beneficiaries from the new law
include teachers, firefighters and
police officers across the country
and people whose work was cov-
ered by a foreign social security
system.

Most people will receive their
one-time retroactive payment
by the end of March, and new
monthly payments will begin in
April, which will be deposited
into their bank account onrecord
‘with Social Security, according to
from the Social Secu-

=

ident (Donald) Trump’s priority
to implement the Social Security
Fairness Act as quickly as possi-
ble,” said Lee Dudek, acting com-

rity Administration.

The Congressional Research
Service estimated that in Decem-
ber 2023, there were 745,679 peo-

ple, about 1% of all Social Secu-
rity beneficiaries, who had their
benefits reduced by the Govern-
ment Pension Offset. About 2.1
million people, or about 3% of
allbeneficiaries, were affected by
the Windfall Elimination Provi-
sion.

SSA asks beneficiaries to wait
until April to inquire about the
status of their retroactive pay-
ment, since some payments
will process incrementally into
March.

The future of Social Security
is a top political issue and was a
major point of contention in the
2024 election.

About 72.5 million people, in-
cluding retirees, disabled people
and children, receive Social Secu-
rity benefits.
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Body cam raises questions about chase

Investigation shows
Mannford police officers
misled colleagues

COREY JONES
Public Service Journalism Team

BRISTOW — Two Mannford police of-
ficers misled colleagues by falsely alleging
a driver had tried to run over them when
she fled a traffic stop for a paper tag issue,
a Tulsa World investigation shows.

An Oklahoma Highway Patrol trooper
ended the 36-minute pursuit with a ma-
neuver that crashed the woman’s car into
a tree the night of Nov. 25 in rural Creek
County. Crystal Marie Price — a 36-year-
old Bristow mother of three boys — and
her passenger, Dario Hendrix, 43, were

both killed.

Mannford police had Price’s information
from the get-go and could have opted to
seek an arrest warrant to pick her up. In-
stead, police pursued her for an extended
time at high speeds.

After that night, the officers’ false claims
about Price grew when put to paper.

Tristan Stacks and Connor Harrison each
wrote in their reports that Price swerved at
officers and struck Stacks with the side of
her car. However, on the night of the chase,
neither officer voiced that Stacks suppos-
edly had been hit.

Their allegations are disproven by body-
cam video reviewed by the Tulsa World
and Lee Enterprises’ Public Service Jour-
nalism team. Both officers were off to the

Please see CHASE, Page A12

SCREENSHOT

An Oklahoma Highway Patrol trooper looks in a creek bed after he intentionally hit Crystal
Marie Price’s car the night of Nov. 25, 2024, wrecking and killing Price and her passenger,
Dario Hendrix, in a chase in Creek County that began because of a paper license plate issue.

‘IT’S BEEN GREAT. IT’S BEEN HUGE.

JIMMY DO, OKLAHOMA CITY THUNDER

Part of the championship parade route put the buses escorting Oklahoma City Thunder players in front of the Oklahoma City National
Memorial in a photograph widely circulated across the country.

A win for the masses

Thunder belongs to the entire state, which is relishing in NBA championship

KLAHOMA CITY — Allene

3 O her life on a farm outside

Hammon, in Oklahoma’s Roger
Mills County, hard by the Texas
Panhandle. Hammon is 118 miles
from downtown Oklahoma City.
Bottom missed a Thunder game
this season. But only one, and
that was due to a snowstorm.
She’s 88 years old and uses a
wheelchair, but Bottom was in the
Paycom Center on Sunday night

Bottom has lived most of

BERRY
TRAMEL

when the Thunder brought an

“They are fantastic. Every one of
them. All of them. They stick to-
gether like glue.”

In Bottom’s social circles,
which consist primarily of folks
from Hammon and Elk City, 18
miles to the south, everyone is a
Thunder fan. Oh, maybe not ev-
eryone. Bottom estimated eight
or nine out of 10, then recali-

NBA championship to Oklahoma.
“I'love this team,” Bottom said.

brated and said nine is more likely
than eight.

“It is very important,” Bot-
tom said. “Everybody watches,
whether they want to or not. T
walk in; they’ll say, ‘They didn’t
do so and so, they did so and so.
Everybody knows that I go?”

The importance of the Thun-
der to Oklahoma City has been
well-documented. A basketball

Please see THUNDER, Page A4

OPINION

"Trump not
only chief
executive
to curse

resident Ronald Reagan was
Pno( known to curse. But a

heated exchange at a 1983
summit in London with Cana-
dian Prime Minister Pierre-Elliott
Trudeau over easing Cold War ten-
sions had him pounding his fist on
a table and yelling, “God dammit,
Pierre”

In 1980, Sen. Ted Kennedy was
considering a chal-
lenge to President
Jimmy Carter in his
re-election bid, to
which Carter told
some congressional
members he’d “whip
his a— " President
George W. Bush didn’t
know the microphone
was on during a 2000
campaign stop when
describing a New York Times re-
porter as a “major league a—hole”

Similarly, President Joe Biden
got caught on a hot mic calling
Fox News reporter Peter Doocy a
“stupid son of a bitch.” President
Harry S Truman called Gen. Doug-
las MacArthur a “dumb son of a
bitch,” which is how President John
F. Kennedy referred to Canadian
Prime Minister John Diefenbaker.
Upset at U.S. Steel raising prices,
Kennedy called businessmen “sons
of bitches,” showing off that Ivy
League education with a grammati-
cally correct plural to the expletive.

That female-dog inspired phrase
was a favorite of President Richard
Nixon, who used it when referenc-
ing reporters, university presidents,
professional football players and

GINNIE
GRAHAM

Please see GRAHAM, Page A4
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left side of Price’s car when
she drove off — neither of-
ficer in her path — and her
wheels stayed straight.

The footage also indicates
that Highway Patrol Trooper
Robert Darnell didn’t seem
toknow there was a passen-
ger in the car when Darnell
intentionally hit it on Okla-
homa 16 just east of Bristow.

Price’s family members
say they are devastated and
without answers as they
struggle to come to terms
with her death.

KayCee Ragland, one of
Price’s two younger sisters,
said neither the Highway
Patrol nor Mannford po-
lice were forthcoming with
information. And Ragland
recalled how awful social
media comments were from
the public.

“They think they know
the story, but people who
know her know she’s not
some criminal,” Ragland said
of Price. “We promise you,
this is a normal mom, and
we don’t understand how it
even got to that point.”

Mannford Deputy Chief
Brett Gipson said there were
no disciplinary findings or
actions taken with Stacks
and Harrison. Gipson and
Police Chief Jerry Ridley
didn’t respond to specific
questions about the chase.

The Oklahoma Highway
Patrol wouldn't respond to
questions for the article.

Unlike Mannford police,
OHP hasn’t provided any
records in response to the
open records request from
the World and Lee for doc-
uments and video.

Department of Public
Safety Commissioner Tim
Tipton — who was appointed
nearly four years ago by Gov.
Kevin Stitt — has refused to
engage with the World and
Lee or answer questions
about the Highway Patrol’s
trend of deadly car chases.

‘The World’s yearslong in-
vestigation has uncovered
reckless OHP trooper ac-
tions and false or mislead-

Built by Epic Custom Homes in The Coves at Stone Canyon community
in Owasso, OK. Estimated value: $1.1M

a $5,000 gift certificate, courtesy of Mathis Home.

SCREENSHOTS

Crystal Marie Price looks back at Mannford Police Officer Tristan Stacks (not pictured) as
she rolls up her window moments before she drives off the night of Nov. 25, 2024, in Creek
County. Price didn’t voluntarily exit her car, so Stacks had threatened to physically pull her
out and put her in jail for an unregistered vehicle and a suspended license. Mannford Police
Officer Connor Harrison is partially in the frame.

ing statements, shoddy re-
cord-keeping, failure to ad-
dress “alarming” concerns
expressed by commanders,
and unwillingness to for-
mally review several fatal
pursuits despite red flags.

Families remember
the two who died

Meshica Johnson said her
biological brother, the pas-
senger who died in Price’s
car, struggled in life with
alcohol addiction and men-
tal health as he tried to “find
‘where he belonged in this
world”

Hendrix had been un-
housed for some time in
Oklahoma after he left Cal-
. ifornia for an
',ﬂ'\n‘ attempt at a

. freshstart.

John -
son said
" her family
wanted to
get him into
treatment.
She  said
Hendrix aimed to become a
better person for himselfand
his kids — but law enforce-
ment took away that chance.

“Here in California, you
get pulled over for an expired
tag, they give you a ‘fix-it
ticket;” Johnson said. “You
go and you take care of it.

Hendrix

SOLD OUT: Thank you, Tulsa, for raising $1.6 million for St. jude!

Open House Prize: Register for free at the house

Saturdays 9am-5pm or Sundays noon-5pm through June 22 for a chance to win
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Crystal Marie Price handed over her license and paperwork
to Mannford Police Officer Tristan Stacks, who had stopped
her for a paper tag issue the night of Nov. 25, 2024, in Creek
County. The deadly pursuit wasn't necessary, according to
Mannford’s pursuit policies and best practices touted by the
U.S. Department of Justice and Police Executive Research
Forum, because Stacks knew her identity and could have

risky manner.

You don't kill them”

Afix-it ticket in California
allows the person to correct
the violation and show proof
of the correction to a court
of law.

The World and Lee spoke
with Price’s two sisters, her
father, mother and step-
mother, in a tearful in-
terview recently at BDIW
Law near downtown Tulsa.
Attorneys Derek Ingle and
Mike Jones are representing
them.

Price was described as the
family’s glue who lived to
take care of her three boys,
ages 9, 11and 15.

St.Jude Children’s
Research Hospital
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requested an arrest warrant to apprehend her later in a less

Family say Julian, David,
and Kayden are bright, re-
spectful and good kids — a
credit to Price.

“It stopped too early
Amber VanOrsdol, Price’s
stepmom, said while fight -
ing back tears. “They still
need their mom to teach
them. They need their
mom.”

Price also nurtured bro-
ken animals she found on
the street and always named
her plants.

Julie Byrne said she and
Price were more than a
mother and daughter. They
talked all the time about ev-

Crystal Marie Price drives off from the traffic stop straight
ahead, not swerving at or toward Tristan Stacks or Connor
Harrison (pictured), which both Mannford police officers
wrongly alleged the night of Nov. 25, 2024. Both later wrote
falsely in their reports that Price had physically hit Stacks
“with the rear quarter panel of the vehicle” when taking off

from the traffic stop.

erything and nothing at all.

Her dad, David VanOrs-
dol, said Price’s laugh would
fill a room. So could her
voice while singing boy band
music, such as NSYNC.

He still feels like he sees
her once or twice aday when
in public.

“Are you doing that?”
Bryne asked. “I see her ev-
erywhere, (too).”

Leigha VanOrsdol said
grief from her older sister’s
death caused her to pause
her fall semester studying
computer science at the
University of Science and
Arts of Oklahoma in Chick-
asha.
“Ididn’t go to classes the
rest of the week, and I just,
I couldn’t study. I couldn’t
sleep,” Leigha said. “I did
go back to campus, but it
was just every night — the
(panic) attacks, the waves.
And T couldn’t study. I
couldn’t sit in aroom quiet. T
couldn’t be quiet. I couldn’t
be around quiet.”

As for Hendrix, he had two
families, one biological and
one adopted.

Angela Miller (Zitten-
field), who lives in Sand
Springs, became Hendrix’s
cousin when he was 2 years
old. She recalled how much
he enjoyed making street ta-
cos, sitting under trees and
playing board games.

Hendrix had a good heart,
Miller said, adding neither
he nor Price deserved to be
killed.

“Because of his struggles

he might have made some
bad choices, but he wasn’t a
bad person;” Miller said.

His 25-year-old daugh-
ter, Tirsia Hendrix, put her
father’s ashesin an urn of his
die-hard favorite team: the
Dallas Cowboys.

She knows he is at peace
now. But Tirsia said she
can’t find closure until she
knows more about what
happened and why.

“I just want the truth
to come out,” Tirsia said.
“These officers, they lied
about (Crystal) trying to hit

hem””

‘Fake’ paper tag had
been ‘colored on’

At the outset of the
10-minute traffic stop at
dusk on Oklahoma 51, Man-
nford Police Officer Tristan
Stacks accused Crystal Price
of having a “fake” paper tag.

It had been “colored on,”
Stacks told her, with a date
of Sept. 31 — not areal date.

Price replied that her tag
was real. She suggested her
ex-husband might be to
blame for the date discrep-
ancy but acknowledged that,
regardless, it was expired.

Price already had handed
over her license and paper-
work. Stacks went to his pa-
trol car to run her informa-
tion. Officer Conner Harri-
sonlater arrived to talk with
Stacks.

Eventually, after Stacks

Please see CHASE, Page AI3
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Jones earns prestigious journalism award

ne of the biggest awards
Oin Oklahoma journalism
recognized Tulsa World
reporting the Oklahoma High-
way Patrol doesn’t want to talk
about.
This year’s

Py Oklahoma News-

paper Founda-

[ tion’s Beachy
Musselman Award
went to Corey

‘\ Jones, amember
Jason  of the Tulsa World
COLLINGTON and the Public
- Service Journalism
team at Lee Enter-
prises.

Jones joins others from the
Tulsa World who have received
the award over the years, includ-
ing former executive editor Joe
Worley, former editorial pages

editor Alex Ad-
‘wan and former
assistant city ed-
itor David Fallis,
who is now the
investigations
editor at the
Washington Post.

Musselman was
the former edi-
tor and general manager of the
Shawnee News- Star who served
as president of the Oklahoma
Press Association in1961.

Jones earned the award for
his series about Oklahoma’s
national ranking for the rate of
pursuit-related deaths by law
enforcement, driven by the OHP,

Jones and I attended the re-
cent OPA conference in Shawnee
where he not only picked up the
award, but also shared in a panel

Jones

discussion with other local jour-
nalists about what it took to un-
cover the findings in this series.

Those findings include:

W 1in 4 deaths in Oklahoma
police car chases are innocent
motorists.

W About 2in 5 pursuit deaths
weren't even the drivers trying
to elude law enforcement. They
were innocent motorists or pas-
sengers who were riding inside
of fleeing vehicles. One was an
Oklahoma Highway Patrol lieu-
tenant who was struck by one of
two troopers colliding at their
own roadblock.

W Reckless trooper actions
and false or misleading state-
ments, shoddy record-keeping,
failure to address “alarming”
concerns expressed by com-
manders and unwillingness to

formally review several fatal
chases despite red flags.

The commissioner of the De-
partment of Public Safety, which
oversees OHP, hasn't offered a
response to our questions since
he was appointed by Gov. Kevin
Stittin 2021,

The first story in what be-
came a series started after three
trooper chases killed four peo-
ple in five months, including
aretired Tulsa Public Schools
teacher and grandmother driving
herself to church in Owasso.

When Jones accepted the
award, he was nice to thank the
editors who have supported his
work and the lawyers who have
fought in court to obtain public
records that agencies refused to
hand over.

He also thanked the fami-

lies who spoke to him after the
deaths of their loved ones.

“Ican’t express enough
thanks for folks who have been
willing to share some of their
darkest moments with me and
the public,” Jones told the OPA
members. “It’s so important for
the public to understand this is
real life. It’s not a game. It's not
amovie. These are the real-life
consequences of pursuits, which
are inherently dangerous”

Twant to thank the subscrib-
ers of the Tulsa World who help
support local journalists doing
local journalism like Jones. We
can't do it without you.

Today’s latest story and the
rest of this series is at go.tulsa-
world.com/fatalpursuits.

jason.collington@tulsaworld.com
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returned to her car, Price wouldn’t
voluntarily step outside. So he
threatened to physically remove
her to take her to jail for a sus-
pended driver’s license and un-
registered car.

Price rolled up her window and
drove straight ahead to try to get
away — both officers to the left of
her car, not in front.

Her front wheels stayed straight
when she pressed the gas pedal.
Stacks then turned to hurry back
tohis patrol car.

During the high-speed chase,
Stacks falsely claimed to someone
on his cellphone that she “almost
ranme over.” About a minute later
he told a dispatcher over the radio
that Price had “tried to run over
officers.”

He repeated the falsehood twice
more at the fatality scene.

Stacks never once alleged that
Price hit him with her car in the
fourinstances in which he is heard
on video telling his story.

Nevertheless, Stacks and Harri-
son eachlater wrote falsely in their
reports that Price had physically
hit Stacks “with the rear quarter

slashing drink prices

Hungoy

and now we’re showing up for you.

panel of the vehicle”

‘There were two
in there?’

The mangled 2024 Hyundai
Elantra was on its side, wrapped
around a tree in a tangle of brush
near a creek.

The two Mannford officers, the
Oklahoma Highway Patrol trooper
and a Creek County sheriff’s dep-
uty searched the scene withlights.

It’s unclear how much OHP
Trooper Robert Darnell knew when
choosing to engage in the pursuit
and then ending it with an inten-
tional vehicle hit to the car.

But Darnell didn’t appear to
know there was a passenger at
stake, too, according to a verbal
exchange on the body-cam video.

Officer Stacks: “I only seen two
in the vehicle, initially!”

Darnell: “There were two in
there?”

Stacks: “Yeah. There was a fe-
male and an unknown passenger”’

A few minutes later, Stacks told
his original false claim to Darnell
after Darnell had asked what hap-
pened.

“Itell her, ‘Get out, or I will get
you out;” Stacks said. “At that
point she throws it into drive, she

$18 beers.

or hyped. You show up
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cuts the wheel all the way right at
him (Harrison) and takes off. And
that’s when we initiate a pursuit”

Harrison thenrepeated the false
claim, too.

Darnell: “So she took off and it
wasright at you?”

Harrison: “Yes””

Stacks was hired Nov. 10, 2021,
and Harrison was hired Nov. 19,
2023, according to information
provided by Mannford police.

High-speed chase
unnecessary; maneuver
dangerous

‘The pursuit of Price wasn’t nec-
essary, according to Mannford’s
policies and best practices touted
by the U.S. Department of Justice
and Police Executive Research
Forum, a nonprofit organization
of policing experts whose guiding
principle is the sanctity of human
life.

Mannford’s policy generally dis-
courages “extended pursuits” of
violators for misdemeanors that
don't involve violence or weapons
“independent of the pursuit” And
in deciding whether to discontinue,
officers should consider if the sus-
pect’s identity is known, as well as
whether the chase risks outweigh

the need for “i capture””

er nci ined —

The 2023 report from DOJ and
PERF encourages agencies to direct
officers not to chase if the suspects
identity is known, the suspect can
beapprehended later andif delayed
apprehension doesn't significantly
increase the risk to the community.

More broadly, the report rec-
ommends law enforcement only
engage in car pursuits if an officer
knows a violent crime has been
committed and if there is an im-
minent threat to the public based
solely on that crime — not the sus-
pect’s driving behavior.

Additionally, the report says
the “controversial” maneuver to
spin out a fleeing vehicle “should
be prohibited under all but very
narrowly defined circumstances”
because of how risky it is, the ex-
tensive training necessary to use it
and alack of empirical evidence to
show under what conditions it can
be performed safely.

However, Oklahoma Highway
Patrol extensively uses the ma-
neuver, often called a tactical ve-
hicle intervention (TVI) or pursuit
intervention technique (PIT), as
Trooper Darnell did to Price and
Hendrix.

OHP performs it three times
more than all other Oklahoma law

as reported by the World and Lee
in a four-part investigative series.

OHP troopers have intentionally
hit or spun out at least six fleeing
vehicles and killed nine people
since 2016, according to a World
database of deadly Oklahoma po-
lice car chases.

Four of those nine deaths were
passengers in eluding vehicles.
None of the chases was prompted
by a violent crime.

Service Oklahoma — the reposi-
tory for all car crash reports filed in
the state — doesn’t have a collision
report from the Highway Patrol to
document Darnell’s intentional hit
of Price and Hendrix.

The World in its series reported
that the Department of Public
Safety has shut down its uniform
collection of “legal intervention”
data through standard collision
reports across Oklahoma.

OHP also gutted its pursuit pol-
icy in March 2024 to remove any
policy language that had governed
the actions or decisions of troopers
‘who engage in chases, according to
previous World and Lee reporting.

Corey Jones of Tulsa is a member
of Lee Enterprises’ Public Service
Journalism Team. corey.jones@lee.net



